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FR.  ANTHONY,  BRO.  JOSEPH 
OBSERVE  JUBILEES 


Father     Anthony 
Cahill    observed   the 
twenty  fifth  anniver- 
sary of  his  ordination 
to  the  priesthood  on 
May  15.  Highlight  of 
the  occasion  was  the 
concelebrated     Mass  | 
offered  in  the  Cathe- 
dral.      More       than ' 
twenty  priests  joined  * 
with  Father  Anthony     FR.  ANTHONY 
in  the  Mass.   Also  participating  was  the 
Most  Reverend  Michael  J.  Begley,  Bishop 
of  Charlotte. 


A 


Seminar  Theme:    'Teaching  Christ' 


DEAN  OF  COLLEGE 
CALLED  OUTSTANDING 

Father  James  K.  Solari,  Dean  of  Bel- 
mont Abbey  College,  has  been  chosen  to 
appear  in  Outstanding  Educators  of 
America  for  1972.  Nominated  earlier  this 
year,  Father  James  was  selected  for  the 
honor  on  the  basis  of  his  civic  and  pro- 
fessional achievement,  and  his  exceptional 
service  and  leadership  in  the  field  of 
education. 

Father  James,  a  native  of  Richmond, 
Virginia,  where  he  graduated  from  the 
Benedictine  Military  High  School,  attend- 
ed Belmont  Abbey  College  and  took  the 
A.B.  degree  magna  cum  laude  at  St. 
Benedict's  College  in  Atchison,  Kansas.  He 
entered  the  Order  of  St.  Benedict  in  1949 
and  was  sent  to  Europe  to  further  his 
studies  in  Theology  at  the  International 
Benedictine  College  in  Rome,  where  he 
received  the  S.T.L.  or  Master's  degree  in 
Theology.  He  had  the  privilege  of  being 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  at  the  Shrine 
of  St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  Italy,  in  1955. 

He  immediately  entered  the  Pontifical 
Biblical  Institute  in  Rome  to  begin  his 
graduate  studies  in  Sacred  Scripture.  After 
completing  these  studies,  he  received  the 
S.S.L.  or  Master's  degree  in  Sacred 
Scripture.  During  his  stay  in  Europe  he 
traveled  extensively.  He  participated  in 
archeological  expeditions  in  the  Holy 
Land  and  studied  Hebrew  and  Oriental 
languages  in  Jerusalem. 

Father  James  is  presently  professor  of 
Sacred  Theology  and  Sacred  Scripture  in 
Belmont  Abbey  College. 


FR.  KENNETH  SPEAKS 

At  a  recent  convocation  of  sacred  music 
held  at  Davidson  College,  Father  Kenneth 
gave  the  luncheon  address  at  the  closing 
session.    Father    Kenneth   addressed    the 


Father  Bernard  Rosswug,  Piiui  of  the      delegates  on  the  subject  of  Modern  Music 


community,  gave  the  sermon  which 
developed  the  qualities  characteristic  of 
the  monk-priest. 

In  the  evening  a  dinner  was  served  in 
the  monastic  refectory  at  which  Father 
Anthony's  mother  was  present  together 
with  the  community.  Abbot  Edmund  at 
that  time  commented  on  the  spirit  of  joy 
that  Father  Anthony  brings  to  his  religious 
family. 

On  the  following  Sunday  a  reception 
for  Father  Anthony  was  held  at  St. 
Michael's  Church  in  Gastonia,  a  parish 
Father  Anthony  has  frequently  served 
over  a  long  period  of  time. 

Brother  Joseph  Rabbani's  golden 
jubilee  of  religious  profession  occurred  on 
May  24.  Since  a  protracted  illness  has 
confined  Brother  Joseph  to  bed  for  several 
years  a  public  observance  of  the  occasion 
was  not  possible.  Abbot  Edmund  offered 
Mass  in  Brother's  infirmary  room  and 
received  the  renewal  of  his  monastic 
profession. 


in  the  Liturgy  and  stressed  the  necessity 
of  providing  music  suited  to  the  nature  and 
needs  of  a  pluralistic  society  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendations  of  Vatican 
II. 


SENIORS  GRADUATE 

The  94th  annual  commencement 
exercises  were  held  at  Belmont  Abbey 
College  on  May  14  in  the  Wheeler  Gym. 
Degrees  were  conferred  upon  one  hundred 
and  thirty  four  seniors. 

Dr.  Werner  von  Braun,  Deputy 
Associate  Administrator  of  NASA,  de- 
livered the  commencement  address  to  the 
graduates. 

The  Most  Reverend  William  D.  Borders, 
D.D.,  Bishop  of  Orlando,  gave  the  sermon 
at  the  Baccalaureate  Mass  in  the  Abbey 
Cathedral. 

Honorary  degrees  were  conferred  upon 
Dr.  von  Braun  and  Bishop  Borders. 


Belmont  Abbey  College  will  offer  its 
third  annual  Archbishop  Hallinan 
Theology  Seminar  June  1  2-15.  The  theme 
of  this  year's  seminar  will  be  "Teaching 
Christ  Today." 

Rev.  Alfred  McBride,  recently  ap- 
pointed director  of  the  Forum  for 
Religious  Educators  at  NCEA,  will  give 
an  exposition  of  the  catechetical  method 
of  Jesus'  personal  preaching,  teaching  and 
leadership.  He  will  also  examine  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  as  a  touchstone  for 
Christian  ethical  behavior. 


McBRIDE 


The  Chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Religion  at  Temple  University,  Rev.  Gerard 
Sloyan,  will  focus  on  the  message  of  Jesus 
as  it  appears  in  the  authentic  sayings 
contained  in  the  Scriptures. 

The  meaning  of  Jesus  as  the  revelation 
of  the  wisdom  of  God  and  man's  response 
to  the  Word  will  be  examined  by  Rev. 
Reginald  Fuller,  an  Anglican  priest 
currently  at  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  New  York. 

The  president  of  Woodstock  College, 
Rev.  Christopher  Mooney,  will  concen- 
trate on  the  relationship  between  the 
development  of  Chris tological  doctrine 
and  contemporary  experience.  Father 
Mooney,  former  Chairman  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Theology  at  Fordham  University, 
will  examine  the  historical  changes  in 
human  consciousness  with  particular 
emphasis  on  the  American  cultural 
experience. 


FULLER  MOONEY 

In  its  brief  existence  the  annual  seminar 
has  stimulated  much  interest  throughout 
the  south-eastern  states.  One  participant 
has  described  the  program  as  "the  only 
seminar  of  its  kind  offered  in  our  area  of 
the  country."  Named  for  the  first  Arch- 
bishop of  Atlanta,  an  honorary  alumnus 
of  Belmont  Abbey  College,  the  seminar  has 
consistently  engaged  outstanding  theolo- 
gians as  discussion  leaders  and  lecturers. 
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To  make  a  prairie  it  takes  a  clover  and  one  bee. 

One  clover,  and  a  bee, 

A  nd  revery. 

The  revery  alone  will  do. 

If  bees  are  few. 

-E.  Dickinson 


IF  BEES  ARE  FEW  .  .  . 


CRESCAT-"Let  it  Grow"-has  become 
part  of  our  history,  a  motto  of  Belmont 
Abbey.  Behind  the  expression  is  a  charm- 
ing story  that  goes  back  to  the  very  early 
days  of  the  community. 

It  seems  that  hard  by  the  first  chapel 
used  by  the  monks  a  tree  began  to  grow. 
It  flourished  rapidly  and,  spreading  its 
branches  with  abandon,  soon  impeded 
easy  access  to  the  modest  building. 
Practical-minded  members  of  the  com- 
munity suggested  cutting  the  tree  down. 
They  felt,  it  is  said,  that  within  a  few 
years  entrance  through  the  small  chapel 
door  would  be  impossible.  Abbot  Leo 
Haid,  first  Abbot  of  Belmont,  objected. 
With  characteristic  fondness  for  plant  life, 
the  Abbot  saved  the  tree.  "Let  it  grow," 
he  said. 

Some  have  suggested  that  the  Abbot's 
dream  for  the  new  community  envisioned 
a  larger,  more  suitable  setting  for  the 
prayer  life  of  the  monastic  family  than 
the  primitive  chapel  they  were  then  using. 
If  the  dream  could  be  realized,  the  tree 
should  be  saved.  More  spacious  accommo- 
dations were  soon  arranged,  and  the 
Crescat  tree  continued  to  flourish. 

Because  it  is  the  symbol  of  a  dream,  of 
hope  for  the  future  of  Belmont  Abbey, 
we've  gone  back  to  the  Crescat  tree  in 
naming  this  newspaper.  What  we  hope  this 
chronicle  will  do  is  inform  the  friends  of 
Belmont  Abbey  about  our  past  history, 
our    present    undertakings,     our    future 


aspirations.  We  hope  that  CRESCAT  will 
always  be  the  prayerful  wish  for  Belmont 
Abbey  by  all  who  know  of  it. 

And  in  these  days  of  diminished 
religious  vocations,  in  these  times  when 
there  is  more  to  do  than  ever  before  and 
fewer  responding  to  the  opportunity,  it  is 
especially  imperative  to  hold  on  to  a 
dream.  A  dream  of  growth,  of  service,  of 
love.  The  reverie  must  be  cherished  and 
preserved  for  all  the  many  monks— please 
God— yet  to  come  to  seek  Him  in  the 
community  life  of  Belmont  Abbey. 


BELMONT  ABBEY  FAMILY  GUILD 

NEWSLETTER  grows:  hopefully  grows 
the  Family  Guild  too.  Mutual  Prayer  is 
the  tie  that  binds;  not  only  on  Saturday 
when  Guild  Mass  is  usually  concelebrated, 
but  continuously,  so  that  we  and  the 
youth  committed  to  our  instruction  may 
gradually  grow  in  Christian  maturity. 
Mutual:  we  include  the  intentions  of  all 
members  and  friends,  and  also  those  on 
our  Purgatorial  Roll, -now  over  3000,  and 
you  remember  us  and  our  needs  in  return, 
how  and  when  each  chooses. 

JUNE,  Month  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
besides  its  Fust  Friday,  the  2nd,  brings 
Corpus  Christi  Sunday,  the  <4th,  and  the 
Feast  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  the  9th.  Those 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  Apostleship  of 
Prayer  (League  of  the  Sacred  Heart)  may 
be  enrolled  here.  Simply  send  name  and 
address.  The  Morning  Offering,  which 
every  Catholic  should  recite  daily,  will  be 
sent.  It  is  the  only  obligation,  plus  enroll- 
ment, entitling  those  who  keep  it,  to  the 
spiritual  treasures  of  "the  most  richly 
endowed  society  in  the  Church." 


OBLATES  OF    ST.   BENEDICT.... 


THE  APRIL  MEETING  was  held  on 
the  16th.  After  Benediction  and  Sung 
Vespers  of  the  Community,  Father  Arthur 
Pendleton,  celebrated  Mass  with  homily. 
Refreshments  were  served  afterwards  in 
the  College  Oak  Room.  We  missed  Father 
Gregory  (Eichenlaub),  Pastor  of  St. 
Michael's,  Gastonia,  who  has  usually 
graced  these  occasions.  Father  is  slowly 
recuperating  from  a  prolonged  heart 
condition. 

OBLATE  LUCIE  TAYLOR,  sister  of 
the  late  Abbot  Vincent,  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  family  plot  in  our  Cemetery,  which  is 
not  far  from  the  Abbot's  tomb.  A  bitter 
cold  day  it  was,  but  the  many  friends  and 
relatives  braved  the  weather.  May  she  rest 
in  Peace  Eternal. 


ACTIVITY  within  the  Federation  of 
Abbeys  continues.  A  meeting  of  Oblate 
Directors  has  been  arranged  for  June  14th, 
at  St.  Mary's  Abbey,  Morristown,  N.  J.  In 
collaboration  with  Rev.  Roger 
Schoenbechler  of  St.  John's,  College, 
Minn.,  Father  Jerome  Schweitzer,  Director 
at  St.  Mary's,  has  compiled  a  revised  set  of 
Statutes  and  Guidelines  for  the  Oblate 
Groups.  These  will  be  discussed  in  June 
and  recommendations  made  to  the  Con- 
gregation of  Religious,  Rome,  for  approval. 
These  have  been  sent  to  the  various 
Directors  at  Abbeys,  and-note— to  various 
houses  of  Benedictine  Sisters,  where 
Oblates  of  St.  Benedict  have  been 
established. 


Dear  Friends: 

Belmont  Abbey  will  observe  its  centenary 
in  1976,  and  we  look  forward  to  this  occasion 
with  great  anticipation  and  joy.  Belmont  has 
been  a  beacon  shining  the  values  of  Christ  on 
the  entire  Atlantic  Seaboard,  and  particularly 
in  the  Southeast,  for  almost  a  century. 

During  this  past  century  we  have  never 
attempted  any  wide-spread  solicitation  or 
organization  of  our  friends  in  any  way,  but  we 
have  continuously  and  consistently  found  that 
our  greatest  earthly  treasure  and  source  of  good 
will  has  been  our  many  friends  and  alumni. 
With  the  edition  of  the  first  issue  of  the 
CRESCAT  CHRONICLE,  we  are  attempting 
to  bring  all  the  friends  of  the  Abbey  together- 
oblates,  Family  Guild,  alumni,  parents,  friends 
and  benefactors—so  as  to  better  inform  and 
acquaint  you  with  the  Abbey  and  the  existing 
prospects  for  its  future. 


We  welcome  and  eagerly  seek  your  com- 
ments, prayers  and  support  so  that  our  family 
will  continue  to  grow,  prosper,  and  be  a 
dynamic  witness  to  Jesus  Christ  in  these 
troubled  times. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  assure  you  that 
each  and  every  one  of  you  will  be  remembered 
daily  in  our  Community  Mass  and  Community 
prayers. 

With  esteem  and  best  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 

(The  Right  Rev.)  Edmund  F.  McCaffrey,  O.S.B. 
Abbot  Ordinary 


May-June,  1972 
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Cadets  of  Benedictine  Military  High  School  in  Richmond  turned  out  in  full  dress 
uniform  for  the  military  review  in  honor  of  the  Apostolic  Delegate  on  the  occasion 
of  his  visit  to  the  school.  Archbishop  Luigi  Raimondi  is  seen  above  accompanied  by 
a  cadet  officer  as  the  inspection  of  the  troops  takes  place. 

Pentecost  Season  Rich  In  Meaning 


Before  the  results  of  the  liturgical 
studies  of  this  century  were  generally 
available,  we  used  to  compartmentalize 
the  Solemnity  of  Pentecost  as  the  "feast 
of  the  Holy  Spirit."  We  know  now  how 
shallow  a  view  this  was.  Pentecost  is  the 
complement  of  Easter.  If  we  are  reluctant 
to  accept  that  statement,  we  need  only 
re-read  the  Gospel  of  Pentecost  in  the 
new  lectionary.  It  places  us  in  the  upper 
room  on  the  evening  of  the  first  Easter 
Sunday,  with  the  disillusioned  and  fearful 
Apostles.  Suddenly,  Jesus  is  among  us.  He 
greets  us,  shows  us  his  wounds,  assigns  us 
our  mission.  Then  he  says:  "Receive  the 
Holy  Spirit." 

In  this  scene  we  have  the  nucleus  of  the 
new  People  of  God,  the  Church  of  Christ. 
The  Church  consists  of  persons  who  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  dead  and  risen;  he  dwells 
among  them,  communicating  the  precious 
gift  of  his  peace.  Their  mission  is  to  make 
him  known,  to  give  him  to  others.  To 
enable  them  to  measure  up  to  what  he 
expects  of  them,  he  entrusts  them  to  the 
care  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  will  aid  them 
to  understand  and  live  his  teachings. 

Pentecost  is  significant  because  on  that 
day  the  Holy  Spirit,  manifesting  his 
presence  in  a  mighty  wind  and  in  fire, 
moved  the  Apostles  to  begin  their  work 
of  giving  Jesus  to  the  world.  What  the 
Saviour  accomplished  in  the  Easter 
Triduum  is  now  to  become  the  property 
of  all  those  who,  through  the  Apostles 
and  their  successors,  accept  him  and  bend 
the  neck  to  his  easy  yoke. 

"As  the  Father  has  sent  me,  so  I  send 
you."  This  part  of  the  message  of  Easter 
evening  is  often  overlooked.  It  applies  not 


only  to  the  Apostles  and  their  successors; 
it  is  the  function  of  every  Christian  to 
make  the  Saviour  known.  And  it  is  the 
whole  point  of  the  Sacrament  of  Con- 
firmation, which  gives  each  of  us  our 
public  mission  of  bearing  witness  before 
the  world  to  our  conviction  that  Christ 
has  died,  Christ  is  risen,  Christ  will  come 
again.  During  the  second  half  of  the 
Church  Year  we  will  study  in  the  liturgical 
texts  the  implications  of  our  common 
mission:  what  it  means  to  be  a  real 
Christian. 


At  the  groundbreaking  ceremony  for 
the  enlargement  of  Benedictine  High 
School  in  Richmond,  Abbot  Edmund 
addressed  the  cadets  and  friends  of  the 
school. 


BIG  BROTHER  AT  BELMONT 

During  the  past  academic  year  Belmont 
Abbey  College  has  been  an  affiliate  of  Big 
Brothers  of  America,  a  program  designed 
to  give  companionship  and  to  offer  guid- 
ance to  fatherless  boys. 

Brother  Christian  Hearing  is  the 
founding  director  of  the  Abbey's  chapter 
and  he  has  been  working  with  social 
service  departments  of  Gaston  and  Meck- 
lenburg counties.  Through  these  agencies 
young  boys  who  might  benefit  from  the 
interest  and  concern  of  a  Big  Brother  are 
referred  to  the  Abbey's  program.  Some 
forty  Abbey  students  acted  as  Big 
Brothers  during  the  school  term. 

Once  a  big  brother  is  assigned  a  little 
brother,  he  takes  full  responsibility  for 
setting  up  activities  to  engage  in.  Often 
they  will  attend  one  of  the  Abbey's 
soccer,  basketball  or  baseball  games,  or 
take  advantage  of  the  Wheeler  Center's 
swimming  pool,  basketball  courts  or 
weight-lifting  rooms.  Plans  are  presently 
underway  to  have  a  Little  Brothers' 
Baseball  League  during  the  summer 
months. 

Sports,  however,  are  not  the  only  facet 
of  the  program.  Little  brothers  will 
frequently  bring  their  homework  to  the 
room  of  their  big  brother  and  the  two  will 
study  together  and  afterwards  take 
advantage  of  the  new  snack  bar  in  the 
Student  Union.  Hikes  and  picnics  have 
provided  not  only  recreation  but  an 
opportunity  to  talk  over  problems,  raise 
questions,  search  for  answers,  get  to  know 
someone  a  little  better. 

As  a  group  the  Abbey  Big  Brothers  have 
been  responsible  for  obtaining  many 
needed  things  for  little  brothers  and  their 
families.  Two  of  the  little  brothers  who 
suffer  from  muscular  dystrophy  had  only 
one  wheel  chair  between  them.  When  this 
became  known,  Big  Brothers  arranged  to 
have  a  second  chair  delivered  to  the  home. 
In  their  individual  chairs  the  little  brothers 
were  treated  to  the  circus  by  Fathers 
Oscar  and   Kieran. 

Another  little  brother  who  had  several 
abscessed  teeth  received  prompt  dental 
treatment  through  the  program,  and  a 
family  who  could  not  afford  coal  for  the 
winter  months  was  given  a  season's  supply- 
by  Big  Brothers  of  America. 

The  Abbey  chapter  of  Big  Brothers 
touched  the  lives  of  many  people  during 
the  short  period  of  its  existence.  Judging 
from  the  enthusiasm  aroused  among  the 
college  students,  next  year's  program  will 
have  even  more  far-reaching  effects. 

SIG  EP  COUNSELLOR 
AT  CLEMSON  WORKSHOP 

The  southeastern  region  of  Sigma  Phi 
Epsilon  fraternity  held  its  annual  leader- 
shop  academy  at  Clemson  University  and 
Father  Kenneth  Geyer  was  asked  to  serve 
on  the  faculty  for  the  academy.  Repre- 
sentatives from  thirty  chapters  in  the 
south-east  attended.  Having  served  as 
chapter  counsellor  for  N.  C.  Lambda 
chapter  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon  at  Belmont 
Abbey  College  since  its  colony  days. 
Father  Kenneth  was  selected  to  conduct 
the  presentation  and  lead  a  discussion  on 
Membership  Education. 
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BELMONT  ABBEY-HISTORICAL  NOTES 


In  four  years  Belmont  Abbey  will 
celebrate  the  one-hundredth  anniversary 
of  its  founding.  Recently  several  note- 
worthy attempts  have  been  made  to  out- 
line the  history  of  the  Abbey  (including 
Father  Sebastian  Doris's  manuscript  in  the 
College  Library  and  Brian  Tisdall's  and 
Tom  McGrath's  short  article,  "Abbey 
Tradition:  From  Whence  Our  College 
Came,"  in  the  first  issue  of  Agora  pub- 
lished in  1 96 1 ).  But  a  great  deal  of  primary 
material  remains  to  be  studied  and  the 
definitive  history  of  Belmont  Abbey  is  yet 
to  be  written. 

Some  of  the  most  important  source 
material  for  a  history  of  Belmont  is  to  be 
found  in  the  archives  of  St.  Vincent 
Archabbey,  Latrobe,  Pennsylvania.  In 
August  of  1875  Bishop  James  Gibbons 
of  Richmond  wrote  Abbot  Boniface 
Wimmer,  O.S.B.,  of  St.  Vincent,  offering 
500  acres  of  land  in  Gaston  County, 
North  Carolina,  to  the  Benedictines  in 
Pennsylvania.  During  a  visit  to  the  missions 
in  North  Carolina,  the  Bishop  said,  he  had 
received  from  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  J. 
O'Connell  "the  offer  of  his  fine  farm  as  a 
gift  to  a  religious  community  who  would 
cultivate  it  and  who  with  God's  blessing 
would  make  it  a  religious  center  around 
which  Catholicity  would  grow."  "This 
place,"  Bishop  Gibbons  continued,  "would 
answer  well  for  a  college  as  we  have  no 
(Catholic)  college  between  Washington 
and  Mobile,  except  in  Georgia."  (Archives 
of  St.  Vincent  Archabbey,  Gibbons  to 
Wimmer,  Richmond,  1  August  1875) 

Abbot  Boniface  Wimmer  accepted  the 
offer  of  the  Bishop  of  Richmond,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1876  he  sent  Father  Herman 
Wolf,  O.S.B.,  to  Father  O'Connell's  estate 
in  Gaston  County.  In  the  months  that 
followed  Abbot  Boniface  sent  several 
priests  and  brothers  from  Pennsylvania  to 
North  Carolina,  and  their  reports-amount- 
ing to  several  hundred  letters  written  to 
the  Abbot  of  St.  Vincent  between  1876 
and  1887-form  the  major  portion  of  the 
source  material  on  the  history  of  Belmont 
Abbey  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  St. 
Vincent. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  these 
letters  was  written  by  Brother  Philip 
Cassidy,  O.S.B.,  in  the  fall  of  1876,  six 
months  after  Father  Herman  had  settled 
on  the  O'Connell  estate.  Brother  Philip 
was  a  native  of  Bornacoola,  Ireland,  and 
had  been  sent  to  North  Carolina  by  Abbot 
Boniface  to  teach  English  in  the  proposed 
Benedictine  College  near  Garibaldi,  N.  C. 
(The  town  of  Garibaldi's  name  was 
changed  to  Belmont  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  The  monastery  founded  by 
Father  Herman  on  the  O'Connell  estate 
was  originally  called  Mariastein  which 
Brother  Philip  anglicizes  and  calls  "St. 
Mary's  of  the  Stone."  The  name  of  the 
monastery  was  later  changed  to  "Mary 
Help  of  Christians"  which  is  still  the 
official  name  of  Belmont  Abbey.) 

Brother  Philip's  letter,  which  is  pub- 
lished here  for  the  first  time,  was  written 
immediately  after  he  arrived  at  the 
monastery.  He  had  left  St.  Vincent  during 
the    third    week   of   October    1876,    and 


before  going  to  North  Carolina  had 
stopped  at  the  Benedictine  Priory  in 
Richmond,  Virginia,  which  had  been 
founded  by  Abbot  Boniface  Wimmer  in 
1860.  (Today  that  priory  is  staffed  by 
monks  from  Belmont.)  His  interesting 
report   follows: 

St.  Mary's  of  the  Stone 
October  27,  1876 
Rt.  Rev.  Sir  (Boniface  Wimmer), 

In  accordance  with  your  paternal 
command,  I  transmit  to  you  an  account 
of  my  safe  arrival  here.  I  believe  you  all 
have  prayed  for  me,  for  I  had  a  very 
pleasant  and  prosperous  journey,  thanks 
be  to  God.  All  the  trouble  I  had  was  at 
Beatty's  (the  station  near  St.  Vincent) 
the  morning  I  left;  the  remainder  of  my 
journey  was  pleasant  and  prosperous.  I 
bought  a  ticket  to  Richmond  at  the 
Conneiisviile  (rennsylvania)  Depot  and  got 
my  things  checked  to  Richmond  for 
$14.75;  I  left  Pittsburgh  at  8  o'clock  PM 
and  arrived  in  Washington  next  morning 
at  8h.  30m.  AM.  I  had  to  wait  for  a 
connection  train  18  hours.  I  arrived  in 
Richmond  at  10  o'clock  the  next  day  and 
had  no  trouble  in  finding  St.  Mary's 
(Priory).  The  Fathers  and  the  Brother 
were  at  home;  and  I  can  truly  say  that  I 
found  myself  at  home  with  all  of  them. 
Father  Benno  (Hegele,  O.S.B.,  the  prior) 
kept  me  till  Monday,  23  inst.;  and  while 
with  him  he  treated  me  with  the  kindness 
of  a  brother  and  with  the  tenderness  of  a 
father.  Father  Benno  paid  an  express  man 
for  taking  my  things  to  and  from  the 
station,  and  took  myself  in  a  carriage  to 
the  Piedmont  Station;  he  bought  me  a 
ticket  to  Charlotte  and  also  gave  me  some 
money.  It  is  282  miles  from  Richmond 
to  Charlotte,  and  1 1  miles  from  Charlotte 
to  this  place,  10  miles  by  rail  and  1  mile 
by  a  wood  road.  Fortunately  I  stayed 
in  Charlotte  at  night,  having  arrived  there 
about  11  o'clock  on  Monday  night;  had 
I  gone  to  Garibaldi,  I  might  have  got  lost 
as  there  are  only  3  small  houses  there  at 
some  distance  from  the  railroad. 

I  left  Charlotte  at  8  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
morning,  and  shortly  after  my  arrival  at 


Garibaldi  I  met  Father  Herman  coming  to 
the  place  with  a  wagon,  a  boy,  a  Negro  and 
four  mules.  So  having  arrived  here  I  find 
myself  at  home.  Father  Herman  is,  I 
think,  a  very  good  man  and  easy  to  get 
along  with.  I  was  introduced  to  Father 
O'Connell;  he  is  a  Cork  man  and  is  both 
social  and  communicative.  On  the  day  of 
my  arrival  here,  Father  Herman,  Father 
O'Connell,  and  myself  went  through  a  part 
of  the  plantation;  it  is  well  timbered  with 
oak  and  pine;  the  ground  is  level,  and 
seems  easy  to  cultivate.  The  place,  in 
general,  looks  well,  and  I  think  it  is  healthy, 
as  the  country  is  a  rolling  land  somewhat 
like  the  place  where  Fr.  Stephan  Lyons' 
Father  lives;  but  I  must  say,  a  far  nicer 
place  and  better  land  is  here.  Father 
Herman  calls  this  place  Maria  Stein  on 
account  of  a  stone  which  is  in  the  yard; 
this  scone  is  saiu  to  have  once  been  an 
Indian  pagan  altar;  afterwards  it  served  as 
a  stand  for  Negroes  to  be  placed  on  and 
auctioned  off.  (This  stone  is  now  the 
Baptismal  Font  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral.) 
But  the  real  name  of  this  place  is  South 
Point  Township. 

This  place  seems  primitive  enough,  but 
it  has  signs  of  improvement.  All  places  here 
bear  the  marks  of  originality,  but  Virginia 
and  all  the  Slave  States  have  the  same 
appearance.  The  water  here  is  good,  the 
days  are  very  warm,  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  rising  to  68  degrees  in  the 
shade,  but  it  falls  to  about  36  at  night. 
(These  temperatures  were  measured  on  the 
centigrade  rather  than  the  Fahrenheit 
scale.) 

Humbly  hoping  you  will  remember  me 
at  the  altar  and  that  you  will  commend 
me  to  the  prayers  of  the  community,  I 
hope  I  shall  ever  remain 

Brother  Philip  (Cassidy) 
Garibaldi,  Gaston  Co.,  N.  C. 

(Brother  Philip's  letter  is  located  in  the 
Belmont  section  of  the  Wimmer  Corre- 
spondence, archives  of  St.  Vincent 
Archabbey.) 
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APPOINTMENT  GIVEN 
FORMER  PRIOR 

Father  Joseph  Tobin  has  been  named 
Vice  Chancellor  of  the  diocese  of 
Charlotte  by  Bishop  Michael  Begley. 

Father  Joseph,  a 
former  Prior  of 
Belmont  Abbey,  has 
for  a  number  of  years 
BPi^r*  served  in  parishes  in 
North  Carolina.  Pre- 
sently in  residence  at 
the  Bishop's  House  in 

I  Charlotte,  he  most 
recently  served  at 
Saint  Leo's  Church 
in   Winston-Salem. 

FR.  JOSEPH 


MINISTER  FINDS  ABBEY 
SETTING  FOR  RETREAT 

For  a  parish  priest  to  leave  the  hustle 
and  bustle  of  parocial  life  for  a  few  days 
and  retreat  to  a  monastery  to  enjoy  the 
prayerful  peace  and  quiet  is  not  an  un- 
common event  for  any  monastery.  On 
July  10th  we  were  honored  when  a  Baptist 
minister  made  this  very  same  request. 

The  Reverend  J.  Randall  Mishoe  made 
a  four  day  retreat  with  us,  enjoying  the 
prayerful  atmosphere  of  the  Abbey 
Cathedral  and  the  peacefulness  of  the 
monastic  grounds.  Every  morning  he  was 
present  to  pray  Lauds  with  us  and  in  the 
evening  he  joined  us  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper. 

Long  an  avid  reader  of  the  late  Trappist 
monk  Thomas  Merton,  Reverend  Mishoe  at 
the  outset  collected  as  much  material  as 
he  could  on  the  famous  monk-writer  to 
use  for  spiritual  reading. 

We  all  felt  a  great  loss  when  he  left  us 
to  return  to  his  ministry  at  the  North 
Carolina  State  University  in  Raleigh,  for 
in  him  we  all  found  a  truly  Christ-like 
friend. 
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SCANDANAVIANS  SEE 
BELMONT  ABBEY 

On  July  1  7,  Belmont  Abbey  was  pleased 
to  act  as  afternoon  host  to  a  very 
distinguished  group  of  Scandinavian 
tourists.  The  caravan  of  five  young  people, 
three  from  Norway  and  two  from  Sweden, 
met  with  our  assistant  guest  master, 
Brother  Christian,  to  see  The  Cathedral 
and  hear  about  the  history  of  Belmont 
Abbey. 

Our  five  young  guests  are  participants 
in  a  joint  program  sponsored  by  the 
Scandinavian  and  North  Carolina  Con- 
ferences (Dioceses)  of  United  Methodist 
Churches.  Every  other  year  a  Scandinavian 
group  arrives  in  a  designated  area  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  and  spends  six 
weeks  visiting  the  Methodist  Churches, 
participating  in  their  parish  functions  and 
living  with  area  parishioners. 

This  year  the  Conference  chose  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mount 
Holly  to  act  as  Parish-host.  Coincidentally, 
the  individual  families  who  would  be 
housing  the  young  caravan  are  all  members 
of  our  Abbey  family. 

Belmont  Abbey  College's  Business 
Manager  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Smith  welcomed 
Miss  Bjorg  Carlsen,  a  20  year  old  physical 
therapy  student,  from  Oslo,  Norway  and 
21  year  old  Miss  Grete  Jansen  who  is  in 
teacher's  training  school  and  is  also  from 
Oslo. 

Mr.  Walter  Spear,  the  Vice  President  of 
Development  for  our  college,  and  his  wife, 
Jerri,  entertained  a  23  year  old  medical 
student,  Miss  Iris  Denstedt  who  is  from 
Gothenburg,  Sweden. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Cloninger, 
Jr.  acted  as  host  to  Mr.  Thore  Joranson 
and  Mr.  Lars  Sahlberg.  Thore,  from  Skien, 
Norway,  is  22  and  is  studying  to  become 
a  physical  education  instructor.  Lars,  also, 
22,  is  from  Gothenburg,  Sweden  and  in 
December  will  become  a  male  nurse.  Mr. 
Cloninger  is  an  alumnus  of  our  prep 
school. 


FRATERNITY  ADVISOR 
TRAINS  IN  OHIO 


dM 


Brother  Gregory 
Corcoran  recently 
travelled  to  Cincin- 
nati for  a  training 
session  of  provincial 
co-ordinators  of  Phi 

Kappa  Theta  frater- 

nityF  BRO.  GREGORY 

As  co-ordinator  of  the  Southeastern 
province,  Brother  Gregory  is  advisor  to 
eight  chapters  of  the  fraternity  in  five 
Southern  states. 

Later  in  the  summer  Brother  will  help 
direct  a  training  session  at  Loyola  Univer- 
sity in  New  Orleans  for  undergraduate 
fraternity  members. 

Brother  Gregory  has  been  advisor  to  the 
local  chapter  of  Phi  Kappa  Theta-the 
oldest  fraternity  on  campus-since  1967. 


FATHER  BENEDICT  McDERMOTT 


NEW  PRIOR  NAMED 

Father  Benedict  McDermott  became 
Prior  of  Belmont  Abbey  on  August  20th 
when  he  succeeded  Father  Bernard 
Rosswogg  who  has  been  named  Superior 
of  St.  Benedict's  Priory  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Father  Anselm  Biggs,  on  the  same  date, 
replaced  Father  Raphael  Bridge  as  Sub- 
Prior.  Father  Raphael  continues  as 
Director  of  Maintainence. 


d 


FR.  BERNARD 


FR.  ANSELM 


Father  Benedict  was  born  in  Belford, 
N.  J.  and  had  his  early  education  in  his 
home  state.  He  graduated  from  Belmont 
Abbey  College,  earning  the  A.  B.  degree 
in  1957.  He  made  his  first  religious 
profession  in  1955  and  was  solemnly 
professed  in  1958.  He  celebrated  his  first 
Mass  in  St.  Mary's  Church  in  New 
Monmouth,  N.  J.  on  Sunday,  June  18th, 
1961. 

For  ten  years,  until  1971,  Father 
Benedict  taught  at  Benedictine  High 
School  in  Richmond,  and  during  that 
time  he  was  an  assistant  in  the  parish 
there.  Just  previous  to  his  appointment  as 
Prior,  he  served  as  assistant  to  the  pastor 
of  St.  Michael's  Church  in  Gastonia. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  Prior, 
Father  Benedict  will  function  as  Director 
of  Formation  for  younger  members  of  the 
community  and  will  be  Director  of 
Vocations. 
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LITURGICAL  NOTES 


In  most  areas  of  the  "Christian"  world 
today  the  only  religious'holy  days  that  are 
in  anyway  noticed  by  most  persons  are 
Christmas  and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  Easter. 
Just  how  genuinely  religious  is  the 
observance  of  even  these  solemnities  .is 
problematical.  The  other  festivals  of  the 
Church  Year  seem  to  come  and  go  without 
causing  a  ripple.  It  would  be  interesting, 
and  perhaps  sad,  to  ascertain  just  what 
they  mean  to  the  overwhelming  majority, 
even  of  those  who  dutifully  observe  them 
by  participating  in,  or  attending,  the 
liturgy.  This  indifference  or  unawareness, 
or  whatever  it  is,  may  be  the  most 
striking  testimony  to  how  deeply  secular- 
ized our  world  has  become.  How  many 
Christians  find  anything  really  significant 
in  the  Epiphany,  the  Ascension,  or 
Pentecost? 

Most  of  the  great  solemnities  occur 
from  mid-autumn  until  late  spring.  But 
there  is  one  that  is  celebrated  at  mid- 
summer, the  most  important  day  of  that 
season:  the  Assumption  of  Our  Blessed 
Lady  on  1 5  August.  The  date  was  selected 
in  an  age  in  which  agriculture  meant  more 
to  the  ordinary  person  than  it  does  in  our 
urbanized  society.  It  was  chosen  because 
in  our  northern  hemisphere  gardens  and 
fields  and  orchards  have  then  accomplished 
what  was  expected  of  them.  The  harvest  is 
ready.  And  so  the  Church  will  keep  a 
harvest  feast  also:  on  Assumption  Day 
Mary,  the  supremely  blessed  one  among 
women,  the  most  precious  fruit  in  the 
fields  of  God's  kingdom,  is  carried  into 
heaven's  granary.  That  day,  all  of  it  and 
not  merely  the  briefinterval  spent  at  Mass, 


should  be  an  occasion  of  the  greatest 
rejoicing,  even  of  extraordinary  public  and 
private  celebration,  by  all  who  profess 
that  Our  Lady  Mary  is  truly  the  Mother  of 
God. 

The  Gospel  on  Assumption  Day  is 
Luke's  account  of  the  Visitation.  This 
passage  was  selected  because  of  the 
Magnificat,  which,  while  it  expresses 
Mary's  sentiments  on  the  occasion  of  her 
meeting  with  Elizabeth,  applies  equally 
to  what  must  have  been  her 
attitude  as  she  departed  this  world  to 
assume  her  throne  as  Queen  on  Heaven: 
"God  who  is  mighty  has  done  great  things 
for  me,  holy  is  his  name.  He  has  shown 
might  with  his  arm.  .  .and  raised  the  lowly 
to  high  places."  The  Immaculate  Virgin 
Mary,  Mother  of  God  and  our  Mother, 
humblest  of  God's  creatures,  is  exalted 
over  all  creation  and  carried  by  angels  to 
the  divine  throne. 

The  most  significant  text  in  the  liturgy 
of  the  solemnity  is  the  second  reading,  in 
which  Paul  discusses  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead.  Our  resurrection  will  take  place 
only  because  Christ  has  already  been 
raised  from  the  dead.  Death  came  into  this 
world  through  the  first  man,  Adam;  death 
had  to  be  overcome  and  defeated  by  the. 
second  Adam,  Christ.  All  must  die  because 
of  Adam,  but  all  are  destined  to  rise  again 
because  of  Christ.  But  Paul  adds:  "each 
one  in  proper  order."  Christ,  the  new  head 
of  the  human  race,  rose  first;  "then,  all 
those  who  belong  to  him."  It  is  only 
fitting  that  his  Mother  should  have  the 
special  privilege  of  being  the  second  to  be 
raised  from  the  dead:  by  a  special  dis- 
pensation of  divine  providence  her  body 
was  exempted  from  the  law  of  corruption 
and  from  the  need  of  waiting  for  the  last 
day,  because  she  was  never  for  the  briefest 
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BELMONT  ABBEY  FAMILY  GUILD 

The  CRESCAT  CHRONICLE  is  not 
ending  the  Abbey's  Family  Guild.  The 
regular  offering  of  a  weekly  Mass  and  two 
Novenas  a  year  will  continue.  In  pre- 
paration for  honoring  the  Birthday  of  Our 
Lady,  September  8th,  a  novena  of  Masses 
is  usually  offered  beginning  August  30th. 
Because  of  unavoidable  delay  in  getting 
this  issue  out,  the  novena  is  moved  (as  has 
been  done  previously)  to  September  6th 
to  15th,  ending  before  the  feast  of  the 
Sorrows  of  Mary,  September  15th.  Do 
take  part  by  an  extra  Mass,  Rosary,  Decade, 
etc.!  We  are  not  enclosing  a  special  slip 
for  intentions,  etc.  Just  use  the  one 
provided  at  the  bottom  of  page  three.  Late 
intentions  will  be  included. 

i^^^^^'      As  you  may  have 
^■gHtt^,  guessed        by        the 

M  doubling      of     size, 

additional     pictures, 
-'  etc.,      the     printing 
W^f<2|r*.       costs   of  the  CRES- 
CAT    CHRONICLE 
will  be  more  than  five 
times     that     of    the 
Newsletter.    All    the 
more     reason     why 
your  subscription  or 
donation      will      be 
appreciated,  as  usual 
FATHER  PAUL      or  as  unusual. 


moment  subject  to  the  dominion  of  sin, 
she  was  never  at  any  time  the  enemy  of 
God.  On  the  last  day  Christ  will  hand  over 
the  kingdom  to  God  the  Father.  His 
Mother  is  that  kingdom's  first  and  richest 
fruit,  and  so  she  was  called  to  it,  in  both 
body  and  soul,  as  soon  as  her  mortal  life 
had  run  its  course.  As  a  child  of  Adam,  she 
indeed  died;  but  as  one  in  whom  God  had 
always  reigned,  she  was  immediately  raised 
(Cont.  on  p.  3) 


Dear  Friends: 

One  of  the  sad  features  of  our  times  is  the 
lack  of  a  historical  and  cultural  sense.  All  that 
we  have  today  is  a  product  of  the  hard  work  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  us.  A  good 
approach  for  all  of  us  to  have  in  life  is  to 
accept  what  is  good  of  the  past  and  to  strive 
constantly  to  build  upon  this. 

Belmont  Abbey  is  nearing  its  centenary  and 
it  is  our  endeavor  to  gather  everything  con- 
cerning the  past  that  we  can  and  then  to  con- 
stantly build  upon  this  so  that  the  Abbey  can 
be  a  monastic,  educational  and  cultural  center 
that  all  of  us  can  be  proud  of.  May  I  ask  your 
help  and  prayers  in  making  Belmont  Abbey  a 
true  center  of  historical  worth. 

First  we  need  to  gather  as  much  information 
about  our  own  history  and  past  as  possible. 
Perhaps  you,  our  friends,  may  have  old  letters, 
programs,  pictures,  etcetera,  relating  to  the  past 
history  of  Belmont  Abbey  that  we  can  use  to 
build  up  a  complete  archives.  Secondly,  we 
feel  that  a  monastic  institution  such  as  ours 
should  be  a  place  where  the  cultural  and  liter- 
ary objects  of  the  world  should  be  kept,  pre- 
served and  displayed  for  all  peoples  to  enjoy. 
We  would  like  to  make  the  Abbey  such  a  center, 


and  we  ask  that  you  look  into  your  homes  to 
see  if  you  have  objects  of  art,  famous  paintings, 
valuable  books,  stamps,  coins,  autograph.s  and 
letters  from  famous  people ,  or  other  mementos 
of  historical  and  cultural  value  that  we  can 
collect  and  then  share  with  future  generations. 
Frequently  such  objects  are  lost  in  time.  But 
in  an  institution  such  as  ours,  they  can  be 
effectively  preserved  for  all  time. 

If  you  have  anything  to  donate  to  our 
institution,  we  will  place  your  name  with  it  so 
that  you.  as  donor,  can  also  be  recognized  for 
your  generosity  and  true  historical  sense. 

We  deeply  appreciate  your  kindness  and 
devotion  to  Belmont  Abbey,  and  / personally 
want  to  assure  you  that  as  our  friends  and 
benefactors,  you  are  constantly  remembered  in 
our  prayers 

With  best  wishes,  J  am 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 

-f-QUurJ    9.     %^U^?. 

(The  Right  Rev. )  Edmund  E.  McCaffrey,  O.  S.  B. 
Abbot  Ordinary 
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NEW  DIRECTOR 
NAMED  TO  HEAD 
ABBEY  OBLATES 


Father  Peter  Stragand  has  been  named 
by  Abbot  Edmund  to  succeed  Father 
Bernard  as  Director  of  Oblates  at  Belmont 
Abbey. 

Father  Peter,  who  teaches  Math  in  the 
College,  will  announce  soon  a  program  of 
this  year's  activities. 


VISITATION  SCHEDULED 

The  triennial  monastic  visitation  is  to 
be  held  from  September  4th  through  6th. 

Abbot  Thomas  of  St.  Procopius'  Abbey 
and  Father  Germain  of  St.  Vincent 
Archabbey  will  be  the  visitors. 


BROTHER  CHRISTIAN 


OBLATES  OF  SAINT  BENEDICT 

Local  activity  dropped  temporarily,  as 
Chaplain  Bernard  Rosswogg  prepared  to 
pull  up  stakes  and  take  over  as  Superior  at 
St.  Benedict's  Priory,  Richmond,  Va.  A 
farewell  meeting  was  held  July  28th  at  the 
home  of  the  Driscolls,  Ed  and  Fran.  About 
35  attended  including  children.  Mass  was 
celebrated  on  the  rear  lawn  at  5  p.m. 
Father  Bernard  spoke  of  his  pleasant 
association  and  the  plans  he  hoped  would 
be  carried  out  by  his  successor.  A  picnic 
lunch  followed  featured  by  a  wild  scramble 
just  as  plates  were  filled  and  a  sudden 
five-minute  shower  broke  loose!  The 
Oblates  presented  Father  with  a  copy  of 
The  Jerome  Commentary  on  the  Scriptures. 
We  will  miss  him.  Fathers  Gregory  and 
Kieran  from  St.  Michael's  were  present. 
Also  Father  Paul  and  Oblate  (now  Cleric) 
Brother  Christian  Hearing. 

Oblate  Frank  Parker,  husband  of 
Oblate  Lanese,  succumbed  to  cancer  June 
5th,  after  a  long  illness.  Burial  was  at  the 
Abbey  Cemetery  after  concelebrated  Mass 
at  St.  Michael's,  Gastonia.  Father  Benedict 
McDermott   led    the  service,  assisted  by 

Detach  here 


Fathers  Gregory,  Kieran  and  Bernard,  who 
spoke  on  the  life  of  a  just  man.  Many 
fellow-Oblates  attended  the  funeral 
services.  MAY  HE  ENJOY  ETERNAL 
REST! 

Sgt.  Thomas  Ferstl,  Dyersburg,  Tenn., 
in  recruiting  service,  made  Final  Oblation 
there,  July  26th,  the  Rev.  Joseph  L.  Fisher 
officiating. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Mathews  were 
invested  as  Oblate  Novices  by  Father 
Bernard  on  May  5th;  Mrs.  Romawalda 
Guryn,  on  the  21st,  and  Mrs.  Dean 
Yarbray,  on  the  28th.  A  warm  welcome  to 
our  ranks  for  these  professed  and  invested. 
May  their  membership  be  fruitful  to  us 
and  to  them. 

The  meeting  of  Oblate  Directors  on 
June  14th  at  St.  Mary's  Abbey,  Morris- 
town,  N.  J.,  was  very  encouraging 
according  to  the  minutes.  Father  Paul, 
scheduled  to  attend,  was  unable  to  be 
present  because  of  a  virus  attack.  All 
Directors  and  Oblates  were  urged  to  send 
in  suggestions  as  to  further  revision  of 
Statutes  and  Guidelines  to  Father 
Joachim  Schweitzer,  O.S.B.  of  St.  Mary's. 


BRO.  CHRISTIAN 
MAKES  PROFESSION 
IN  ABBEY  CATHEDRAL 

"Hearken  my  son  to  the  precepts  of  thy 
Master." 

With  these  words  Saint  Benedict  invites 
his  monks  to  live  a  life  of  love  through 
service  to  the  monastic  community  and 
to  the  People  of  God. 

On  August  14th  our  novice  responded 
to  the  same  words  at  his  simple  profession 
which  took  place  within  the  Sacred 
Liturgy  at  the  community's  Mass  at  five 
o'clock  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral. 

Brother  Christian  is  the  eldest  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irvin  F.  Hearing  of  Haddon- 
field,  N.  J.  Brother  attended  Christ  the 
King  grammar  school  in  Haddonfield  and 
was  graduated  from  Camden  Catholic  High 
School  in  Cherry  Hill,  New  Jersey,  before 
coming  to  the  Abbey  where  he  majored  in 
Psychology. 

On  August  9th,  his  birthday,  he  began 
a  new  life  in  the  monastic  community 
beginning  with  the  customary  retreat  and 
a  week  later  received  the  Benedictine  habit 
which  formally  began  his  novitiate.  During 
that  time  Brother  acted  as  assistant  guest 
master  and  assisted  Abbot  Walter  in  his 
duties  as  college  chaplain. 

Brother  Christian  also  founded  and 
directed  a  Big  Brothers  of  America 
program  in  our  college  which  brought 
hours  of  companionship  and  love  to 
fatherless  children  in  the  Belmont  area. 

In  September,  Brother  will  leave  for 
Saint  John's  Abbey  to  begin  studies  for  the 
priesthood. 


LITURGICAL  NOTES.  .  . 

from  the  dead  and  transported  in  glory  to 
heaven.  No  wonder  she  could  exclaim: 
"My  being  proclaims  the  greatness  of  the 
Lord,  my  spirit  finds  joy  in  God  my 
savior."  In  deepest  humility  she  could 
add:  "All  ages  to  come  shall  call  me 
blessed."  We  lovingly  pronounce  her 
blessed  and  rejoice  with  the  angels  because 
'Mary  is  taken  up  to  heaven." 


LJ  I  enclose  $2.00  for  a  Subscription.  —  OR  JZZ1  The  enclosure  is  a  donation  to  Crescat. 
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BELMONT  ABBEY -HISTORICAL  NOTES 


When  Abbot  Boniface  Wimmer,  O.S.B., 
sent  monks  to  North  Carolina  in  1876,  he 
was  carrying  on  a  tradition  which  for 
thirteen  centuries  had  ensured  the  Bene- 
dictine Order  of  growth  and  strength. 

These  monks,  led  by  Father  Herman 
Wolf,  O.S.B.,  could  trace  their  heritage  all 
the  way  back  to  Monte  Cassino  and  the 
Sixth  Century;  for  they  had  come  from 
Saint  Vincent,  which  had  been  established 
from  the  Bavarian  Abbey  of  Metten, 
which  had  been  established  by  Anglo- 
Saxon  monks  from  England,  who  had 
received  their  mantle  from  the  Italian 
monks  led  by  Saint  Augustine,  who  had 
been  commissioned  by  Saint  Gregory  and 
chosen  from  an  Italian  monastery  which 
history  says  was  founded  from  Monte 
Cassino. 

So  the  small  band  of  Benedictines  who 
settled  in  North  Carolina  during  the  Spring 
of  1876  inherited  a  patrimony  far  greater 
than  their  humble  circumstances  seemed 
to  imply.  They  were  the  newest  and 
smallest  seed  planted  in  the  long  line  of 
great  monasteries  stretching  all  the  way 
back  to  Saint  Benedict's  community  at 
Monte  Cassino. 

The  early  years  at  Belmont  were 
marked  by  difficulties  which  sometimes 
seemed  insurmountable.  But  obstacles 
were  overcome;  and  in  1884,  nearly  ten 
years  after  the  first  monks  had  begun 
their  common  life  of  work  and  prayer  in 
North  Carolina,  the  community  at 
Belmont  had  grown  to  such  an  extent  that 
Abbot  Boniface  petitioned  the  Holy  See  to 
raise  the  monastery  to  the  dignity  of  an 
Abbey. 

An  abbatial  election  was  held  at  Saint 
Vincent  on  11  February  1885,  and  the 
man  chosen  as  first  Abbot  of  Belmont  was 
Father  Oswald  Moosmueller,  O.S.B., 
superior  of  Saint  Vincent's  foundation  on 
Skidaway  Island  near  Savannah,  Georgia. 
Father  Oswald,  upon  hearing  the  results 
of  the  election,  immediately  telegraphed 
Abbot  Boniface  informing  him  that  he 
would  have  to  decline  the  honor.  He  was 
a  humble  man  with  no  aspirations  for  the 
abbatial  dignity. 

A  new  election  was  called  and  this 
time  Father  Leo  Haid,  O.S.B.,  Rector  of 
the  major  seminary  at  Saint  Vincent,  was 
chosen  as  the  first  Abbot  of  the  North 
Carolina  Abbey. 

Father  Leo's  election  took  place  on  14 
July  1885,  and  several  weeks  later  he  set 
out  for  North  Carolina  to  take  up  the 
duties  which  would  consume  his  energies 
for  the  next  forty  years. 

Among  the  documents  in  the  archives 
of  Saint  Vincent  Archabbey  is  the  first 
letter  Abbot  Leo  sent  to  Archabbot 
Boniface  Wimmer.  Quoted  below,  it  gives 
a  first-hand  account  of  life  at  Belmont  at 
the  time  of  the  community's  elevation  to 
abbatial  status. 


St.  Mary's  College 
Garibaldi,  N.  C. 
August  13,  1885 
Rt.  Rev.  Dear  Father  Arch-abbot, 

I  was  indeed  glad  to  get  your  paternal 
letter.  I  am  sorry  you  are  worked  so  hard 
during  this  warm  weather;  you  should  care 
for  yourself  too.  Many  thanks  for  the 
stipends.  There  are  three  of  us  reading 
Holy  Mass  daily,  and  I  am  glad  to  have 
intentions.  Rt.  Rev.  Abbot  James  (Zilliox, 
O.S.B.,  of  St.  Mary's  Abbey,  Newark,  N.  J.) 
sent  me  a  few  last  week.  I  will  write  to 
some  of  my  former  companions,  now  in 
good  congregations  (i.e.,  parishes),  and  I 
hope  to  get  some.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear 
Bro.  Thomas  is  so  sick.  I  always  thought 
he  was  such  a  good,  industrious  man.  We 
will  pray  for  him. 

Do  not  trouble  yourself  further  about 
a  carpenter;  Father  Gross  will  send  me  a 
man  to  make  some  few  tables,  book- 
shelves, &  repair  things  about  the  house. 
This  will  do  until  you  can  share  Bro. 
Charles  later  on.  Please  congratulate 
Bishop  Phelan  for  us;  also  the  ordinati. 
May  they  become  zealous  good  Priests! 

We  are  all  happy  &  contented.  We  all 
arise  quarter  before  4  and  have  Matins, 
Lauds,  Meditation,  Holy  Mass  &  then  the 
Short  Hours.  No  one  was  yet  missing.  We 
also  have  our  regular  exercises  during  the 
day.  We  are  not  idle.  I  think  you  will 
scarcely  know  the  building  when  you  see 
it  again.  The  little  monastery  looks  neat 
&  clean  as  everything  outside  was  painted. 
The  Church  (some  of  my  mischievous 
people  call  it  a  Cathedral)  is  nicely  white 
washed  outside.  I  put  a  new  carpet  and 
gave  everything  a  good  scrubbing.  The 
College  is  also  very  neat,  the  windows  & 
doors  &  etc  were  painted  &  Father 
Anastasiusis  white  washing  the  inside.  It  is 
good  we  have  plenty  of  rain  or  else  we 
would  have  to  carry  too  much  water  for 
cleaning  up.  The  work  keeps  us  in  good 
humor! 

The  Brothers  are  busy  making  hay. 
Each  field  gives  us  2  good  crops.  For  3  or 
4  days  they  are  mowing  the  field  where  the 
wheat  was;  the  clover  makes  excellent  hay. 

The  grapes  are  very  good.  The  wet 
weather  did  not  injure  them  much.  In  3 
weeks  we  will  be. busy  making  wine.  There 
are  no  apples  nor  peaches.  We  will  have  to 
get  a  large  vine  yard  as  that  pays  best.  We 
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have  High  Mass  &  Sermon  on  Sundays; 
some  Catholics  work  in  the  mills  &  find 
us.  I  will  give  them  special  attention  later 
on. 

I  don't  know  what  the  prospects  are 
for  a  school  next  year.  We  are  doing 
everything  we  can,  &  I  hope  to  get  a  fair 
number  of  boys.  We  will  get  2  from 
Savannah  for  certain.  The  O'Byrne's  go 
to  St.  Vincent  as  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
take  them  so  cheap.  The  old  Doctor 
(probably  Father  Jeremiah  J.  O'Connell 
who  provided  land  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Benedictine  foundation  and  who 
specified  that  he  be  permitted  to  occupy 
a  room  on  the  premises  during  his  life)  is 
in  good  humor.  Of  the  Brothers,  Bros. 
Philip  &  Bruno  work  the  farm.  Poor  Bro. 
Altman  is  better  &  does  all  he  can,  but  he 
is  very  weak.  Bro.  Bartl  takes  care  of  the 
cows  &  etc.  but  his  hands  are  stiff  with 
rheumatism  &  he  cannot  milk.  He  wants 
to  return  to  the  old  home,  St.  Vincent. 
Brother  Adalbert  cooks  well  enough; 
Cornelius  &  John  help  in  the  Kitchen.  Last 
Sunday,  after  mass,  a  colored  man,  23  yrs 
old,  who  worked  here  for  some  time, 
asked  to  be  received  (into  the  monastery). 
As  he  is  not  yet  baptized,  I  told  him  he 
might  work  gratis  and  get  instructions.  He 
does  so  gladly.  He  seems  to  be  a  very  good 
young  man.  He  may  have  a  vocation;  if  so, 
I  suppose  there  will  be  no  objection  to  his 
reception. 

I  had  a  very  kind  letter  from  Bishop 
Northrop.  He  promised  to  visit  us  soon, 
and  I  am  expecting  him.  Father  Gross  is 
very  kind  &  uses  all  his  influence  to  help 
us. 

But  1  must  not  take  up  more  of  your 
time.  I  hope  you  will  take  care  of  your 
health.  We  are  all  anxious  to  see  you  in 
our  new  home.  Please  remember  us  kindly 
to  the  Fathers  &  Community;  but  do  not 
think  we  are  home-sick! 

Recommending     myself     &    all    my 
confreres    to    your    paternal    prayers,    I 
remain  with  filial  affection, 
Yours, 
P.  Leo  (Haid),  O.S.B. 

-Jerome  Oetgen,  O.S.B. 
Saint  Vincent  Archabbey 
Latrobe,  Pennsylvania 
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PETRINE  PACKET  PREPARED 
FOR  PARENTS 

Father  Peter  Stragand  has  prepared  for 
distribution  an  Information  Packet  for 
parents  who  suddenly  discover  their  child 
is  retarded. 

Since  September  of  1971  Father  Peter 
has  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Gaston  County  Association  for  Retarded 
Children. 

A  one  day  symposium  on  the  Ministry 
and  Mental  Retardation  held  at  the  Abbey 
in  October  hosted  forty  five  attendants. 


FATHER  PETER 

"This  was  an  important  step,"  said  Father 
Peter,  "in  making  ourselves  more  widely 
known,  but  we  also  needed  to  reach  the 
parents  more  directly."  As  a  result  the 
Packet  was  prepared. 

(continued  on  page  3) 
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Mark  Saunders  holds  the  crucifix  to  be  placed  in  the  cafeteria  of  Benedictine  High 
School's  new  addition  as  Abbot  Edmund  McCaffrey  blesses  it.  The  ceremony  took 
place  on  the  campus  of  the  Richmond  school. 


IN  RICHMOND,  VA. 

Bishop  Sullivan,  Abbot  Edmund 
Attend  Benedictine  Dedication 


A  $400,000  expansion  of  Benedictine 
High  School  in  Richmond,  staffed  by 
Monks  of  Belmont  Abbey,  was  praised  by 
Auxiliary  Bishop  Walter  F.  Sullivan  as  an 
example  of  community  spirit  in  the 
Richmond  area  banding  together  to  en- 
large Catholic  educational  facilities. 

Bishop  Sullivan  spoke  at  Mass  before 
the  dedication  ceremonies.  "Catholic 
schools  must  truly  provide  a  Christian 
environment  in  which  a  sense  of  commu- 
nity is  found  that  serves  the  mission  of  the 
Church,"  the  Bishop  said. 

Bishop  Sullivan  described  as  unique 
the  spirit  at  Benedictine  responsible  for  the 
building  of  the  new  addition.  "Today  is 
history  because  in  your  expansion  program 
you  are  saying  you  are  committed  to 
Catholic  education.  You  are  a  visible 
sign  of  your  committment  in  a  day  when 
so  many  Catholic  schools  are  closing." 

Abbot  Edmund  McCaffrey  dedicated 
the  addition  at  a  service  following  Mass. 
Cadets,  friends  and  graduates  of  Bene- 
dictine participated  in  the  ceremony. 

Mayor  Thomas  J.  Bliley,  Jr.,  class  of 
'48,  spoke  briefly  as  did  other  alumni. 

Open  house  was  held  after  the  dedica- 
tion program.  The  new  facilities  were 
inspected  by  those  in  attendance. 

The  enlarged  quarters  were  made 
possible  as  a  result  of  a  drive  held  in  the 
Richmond  area.  Some  SI 70,000  remains 
to  be  raised. 


Father  Adrian  Harmenmg,  principal  of 
Benedictine  High  School  in  Richmond, 
addresses  the  Cadets  and  friends  of  the 
school  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication 
of  the  new  wing. 
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LEST  WE  FORGET:  THE  OLYMPIC  AT 


The  following  homily  was  given  by 
Father  Kenneth  at  a  Memorial  service 
held  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral  for  the  slain 
Olympic  athletes. 

The  senseless  slaughter  of  ten  Israeli 
athletes  by  Arab  guerrillas  at  the  20th. 
Olympiad  is  but  one  more  indication  of 
how  sick  our  world  is.  Yes,  my  brethren, 
our  world  is  sick.  We  talk  of  peace  and 
yet  we  think  we  can  be  excused  for 
harbouring  murderous  thoughts  against 
our  brother.  We  toot  the  value  of  love  and 
at  the  same  time  pour  napalm  on  innocent 
Vietnamese  children.  We  say  we  are 
pursuing  justice,  but  usually  we  are  inter- 
ested in  justice  only  when  our  own 
rights  have  been  violated,  thereby  per- 
verting justice  into  revenge. 

Today,  as  far  too  often  in  the  recent 
past,  our  minds  stagger  and  our  hearts  are 
heavy  at  the  realization  that  yet  another 
act  of  violence  has  seriously  rent  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  what  is  surely  one 
of  the  last  remaining  forums  of  inter- 
national cooperation  and  good  will  in  our 
forlorn  world. 


Let  us  not  presume  to  judge  who  is  the 
culprit  and  who  the  wronged.  The 
animosity  that  exists  between  Arabs  and 
Jews  is  of  such  long  standing,  is  so 
entangled  in  the  web  of  history,  that 
surely  Yaweh  alone  could  judge  fairly  in 
so  complicated  a  situation. 

Let  us  rather  turn  our  thoughts  inward, 
upon  ourselves.  In  sense  we  are  all  like 
athletes  in  a  ring.  We  fight  and  struggle  in 
the  arena  of  life  to  try  to  make  our 
brothers  "see  the  light"  and  accept  our 
point  of  view  hoping,  thereby,  that  peace 
and  justice  will  descend  upon  our  world 
when  all  shall  have  accepted  the  truth-the 
truth  as  WE  see  it.  Perhaps  it  is  time  to 
pray: 

Retire  us  from  the  ring. 

We  are  hanging  on  the  ropes 

From  shadow  boxing. 

Send  us  to  the  front 

Where  we  are. 

Forgive  us  for 

Setting  up  straw  men 


Instead  of  seeing 

The  unrecognized  man 

God  made  and 

We  mistook  for 

What's  his  name. 

Forgive  us  for 

Grinding  an  axe 

Against  your  orders 

To  love  each  other 

For  what  we  are. 

Help  us  not  to 

Run  in  packs 

Rejecting  those  who  do  not  have 

Sharp  identical  viewpoints. 

Help  us  not  to  outdo  each  other 

In  argument  but 

In  showing  honor. 

Show  us  how 

To  bring  out  the  best 

In  each  other. 

To  be  less  conscious 

Of  evil  e  very  wh ere 


Dear  Friends: 

Tennyson,     in 
Arthur,  said  that 


The    Passing    of 


'more  t Jungs  are 
wrought  by  prayer  than  this  world 
dreams  of.  "As  Christians,  we  should 
all  be  aware  of  this  insight,  for 
Jesus  frequently  teaches  us  of  the 
value  and  necessity  of  prayer. 

The  Benedictine  Order  has  as  its 
motto  ''Pray  and  Work.  "  Indeed, 
prayer  is  our  greatest  work  and 
monasteries  throughout  the  ages 
have  been  centers  of  prayer.  Through 
their  prayer  life  they  have  trans- 
formed sinners  into  saints  and  have 
brought  vitality  to  many  areas  of 
the  globe. 

We  at  Belmont  are  involved  in 
many  works  of  a  charitable  and 
educational  nature.  But  the  success 
of  these  endeavors  can  only  be 
measured  by  the  intensity  and 
success  of  our  prayer  life.  If  we  are 
to  have  tranquility  and  peace,  it 
must  be  sought  first  by  developing 
our  own  interior  life  of  prayer.  A 
good  indication  of  our  love  of  God 
and  of  our  love  for  our  fellowmen 
can  be  found  by  measuring  the 
intensity  of  our  prayer  life. 


We  ask  you,  our  friends  and 
benefactors,  to  be  conscious  of  the 
importance  and  primacy  of  prayer  in 
your  lives.  Benedictine  communities 
are  held  together  by  prayer,  and  we 
feel  that  all  communities— the 
family,  nation,  and  world— can  be 
strengthened  and  transformed  by 
prayer.  Benedictines  are  a  living 
witness  to  the  stabilizing  influence 
of  prayer,  for  we  have  been  held 
together  since  the  Sixth  Century 
and  are  the  oldest  Order  in  the 
Church. 

You  can  be  sure  that  daily  you 
share  in  our  prayer  life,  and  we  ask 
you  to  pray  for  us  and  for  the 
success  of  our  work,  for  we  truly 
believe  that  "more  things  are 
wrought  by  prayer  than  this  world 
dreams  of.  " 

With  esteem  and  prayerful  good 
wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ. 

(The     Right     Re\.)    Edmund    F. 
McCaffrey,  O.S.B.  Abbot  Ordinary 
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And  more  aware  of  Jesus  Christ 

In  one  of  the  least  of  these 

People  we  pass  over 

So  lightly 

That  it  hurst  them. 

We  pray  not  to  be 

Heavy/landed 

Nor  all  thumbs, 

But  if  it  is  by  the 

Finger  of  God 

We  cast  our  demons 

Then  the  kingdom 

Of  God 

Has  come 

Upon  us 

Too. 

Amen. 

(From  Until  You  Bless  Me  by  David 
Redding) 


PETRINE  PACKET 

(continued  from  page  1) 

"When  parents  learn  that  their  child  is 
mentally  retarded  they  need  support  from 
many  sides,"  observes  Father  Peter.  "The 
doctor  and  minister  can  give  invaluable 
assistance  and  comfort.  But  the  parents 
need  to  understand  that  they  are  not 
alone,  that  there  are  many  others  who 
care  about  them  and  their  child." 

The  folder  prepared  for  parents  includes 
a  letter  of  introduction  asking  them  to 
contact  the  Association  as  soon  as  possible 
so  that  help  might  come  from  that 
source.  Information  about  retardation  is 
included  to  aid  the  parents  in  pulling  their 
thoughts  together  and  in  encouraging 
hope. 

The  Information  Packet  is  distributed 
through  local  pediatricians. 
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The  central  portion  of  the  above  picture  shows  the  new  addition  to  Benedictine 
High  School.  The  area  provides  a  new  cafeteria,  faculty  lounge,  administrative  offices, 
a  multi-purpose  room,  and  military  facilities. 


■ONLY  IN  AMERICA- 


We're  on  a  Single  Ball  of  Twine 


By  Harry  Golden 

Fifteen  years  ago,  one  of  my  sons 
received  his  first  paycheck  as  a  member  of 
the  news  staff  of  The  Charlotte  Observer 
and  he  said  to  me,  "I  think  I'll  go  to 
Asheville  this  weekend  to  look  at  Tom 
Wolfe's  house." 

"A  Four  hour  bus  ride  each  way  just  to 
look  at  his  house?" 

He  looked  surprised  at  my  question. 
"I  just  want  to  look  at  his  house,  that's 
all."  And  off  he  went. 

And  one  man  in  the  great'  mass  of 
humanity  is  insignificant  but  at  the  same 
time  he  is  the  very  essence  of  it  all.  We  are 
like  the  eye  of  the  hurricane.  The  whole 
of  civilization  really  revolves  aroune  us  - 
each  of  us  individually. 

My  son  had  attended  Belmont  Abbey 
College  and  Father  Cuthbert  Allen  had 
asked  him  to  write  the  press  releases  for 
the  college,  and  Harry  delivered  them  in 
person  to  Ernest  B.  Hunter,  the  then 
managing  editor  of  the  Charlotte  Observer. 
Hunter  look  them  over  for  a  year  or  so, 
and  finally  said,  "Son,  would  you  like  to 
be  a  newspaper  man?" 

And  my  son's  grandfather,  my  father 
that  is,  was  a  bearded  immigrant  from  a 
small  town  in  easternGalicia,  where  he  had 
once  seen  the  Emperor  Franz  Josef  of  the 
Austro  Hungarian  Empire ;  and  Franz  Josef 
had  been  to  conferences  with  Disraeli  and 
Bismarck  and  he  had  known  Metternich 
who  had  in  his  time  sent  a  letter  or  two  to 
Thomas  Jefferson,  the  secretary  of  state 
in  the  Cabinet  of  our  first  President, 
George  Washington,  and  this  brings  us  to 
one  beginning,  and  all  of  us  have  similar 
histories  -  connecting  links  that  bind  us 
together. 


Father  Futhbert  Allen  of  Belmont 
Abbey  goes  back  to  the  Benedictine 
monks  in  the  monasteries  of  Europe  who 
helped  keep  civilization  alive  in  the  age  of 
darkness,  and  Ernest  B.  Hunter  belonged  to 
the  Anglo  Calvinist  Cavaliers  and  the 
Roundheads  who  came  to  the  South  to 
carve  a  civilization  out  of  the  forest. 

And  all  of  this  had  something  to  do 
with  my  son,  who  goes  back  to  another 
beginning,  back  there  when  our  ancestors 
stood  before  the  wall  of  the  inner  Temple 
of  Jerusalem  and  defended  it  against  the 
armies  of  Hadrian.  All  of  it  is  tied  together. 

All  of  us  are  on  a  single  ball  of  twine, 
and  every  few  yards  or  so  we  meet,  like, 
for  instance,  in  a  common  cause  or  in  a 
common  undertaking,  or  just  to  look  at  a 
house,  the  house  of  a  North  Carolina 
genius  who  became  a  wanderer  and  who 
poured  out  his  heart's  yearning  for  a  home 
—  a  home  to  which  he  could  never  return. 


FATHER  CUTHBERT 
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When  Leo  Haid  came  to  Belmont  in  the 
summer  of  1885,  the  community  was 
already  nearly  ten  years  old.  But  it  was  still 
very  small,  and  there  was  much  work  to  be 
done.  Father  Leo,  who  was  not  officially 
blessed  as  Abbot  until  26  November  1885, 
depended  heavily  on  the  lay-brothers  who 
had  been  sent  by  Abbot  Boniface  Wimmer 
of  Saint  Vincent  Abbey  in  Pennsylvania 
to  help  create  the  first  Benedictine  Abbey 
in  the  South. 

These  lay-brothers  were  carpenters, 
cooks,  brick-masons,  farmers,  tailors,  and 
teachers.  They  were  an  essential  part  of 
the  communities  of  the  American- 
Cassinese  Congregation  of  Benedictines, 
and  without  them  none  of  the  commu- 
nities would  have  been  able  to  grow  and 
develop  as  they  did.  Belmont  was  no 
exception.  When  Father  Leo  arrived  in 
North  Carolina,  he  began  almost  immedi- 
ately to  petition  Abbot  Boniface  for  more 
brothers.  He  needed  cooks  for  the  college 
the  monastery,  carpenters  and  brick- 
masons  to  help  construct  the  necessary 
buildings,  farmers  to  tend  to  the  crops  and 
cattle,  and  laborers  for  the  vineyard 
which  had  been  planted  at  Belmont. 
Among  the  earliest  enterprises  undertaken 
by  monks  in  North  Carolina  was  the 
cultivation  of  grapes  and  the  making  of 
wine. 

The  two  letters  which  follow  are  typical 
of  those  written  by  Father  Leo  to  Abbot 
Boniface  in  the  early  days  of  his  work  in 
North  Carolina. 

St.  Mary's  College 
Garibaldi,  N.  C. 
August  25,  1885 
Rt.  Rev.  Dear  Arch-abbot, 

I  just  received  a  letter  from  Father 
Felix  in  which  he  said  you  were  willing  to 
send  Brother  Charles  to  us.  Dear  Father,  I 
wish  you  would  send  him  immediately.  I 
thought  I  could  get  a  cabinet-maker  to  do 
the    necessary    work,    but    these    fellows 


always  promise  and  never  keep  their 
promises.  Of  course  now  there  is  not 
constant  work  for  a  cabinet-maker,  but  he 
could  make  himself  useful  at  other  work, 
especially  as  so  many  of  the  good  Brothers 
are  old.  Besides,  the  workingman  in  the 
college  wants  to  return  to  his  hermitage 
again.  As  to  building,  you  told  me  to  do 
nothing  until  later,  and  we  can  get  along 
for  some  time  with  what  we  have.  All  are 
well.  We  are  making  wine  today.  We  have 
been  very  busy,  but  now  nearly  everything 
is  done.  You  will  be  surprised  to  see  how 
neat  and  clean  everything  looks.  I  under- 
stand somebody  at  St.  Vincent  is  spread- 
ing the  report  that  some  of  our  young 
people  are  not  satisfied.  Dear  Father,  be 
assured  we  are  all  contented  and  happy. 
If  these  people  are  as  well  satisfied  as  we 
are,  I  am  sure  they  say  their  prayers  with 
devotion. 

We  are  all  anxious  to  see  you  again.  I 
believe  we  will  have  a  good  school;  yet  we 
will  not  expect  too  much.  Sheriff  Ronan 
of  Savannah  is  here  with  his  son  and 
seems  more  than  pleased.  His  wife  is 
delighted. 

Please  pray  for  your  devoted  children 
in  the  South. 

With  sincerest  affection,  I  remain 

Your  son  in  St.  Benedict, 
Father  Leo,  O.S.B. 

St.  Mary's  College 
Garibaldi,  N.  C. 
September  2,  1885 
Rt.  Rev.  Dear  Father  Arch-abbot, 

About  a  week  ago  Father  Benedict 
brought  three  students  from  Alabama.  He 
seemed  much  pleased  with  everything. 
Yesterday  1  received  a  letter  from  him 
asking  to  transfer  his  vows  with  your 
permission  to  North  Carolina.  If  you  grant 
him  permission,  we  will  all  be  very  thank- 
ful to  you.  Father  Benedict  says  he  can  no 
longer  endure  the  irregularities  of  mission 
life,  as  his  stomach  is  not  good.  1  under- 


stand from  you  that  Father  Oswald  wishes 
to  leave  Savannah.  Father  Cyprian  might 
take  Father  Benedict's  place  and  then 
Father  Benedict  could  for  a  time  at  least 
take  Savannah  alone.  I  am  told  that 
congregation  will  in  time  be  very  large, 
and  I  am  anxious  that  it  should  be  in 
experienced  hands  when  Father  Oswald 
leaves. 

We  have  14  students  so  far;  I  hope  we 
will  get  from  35  to  40.  Bishop  Northrop 
wrote  me  that  the  Benediction  (of  the 
Abbot)  should  be  in  Charleston. 

If  you  can  spare  Brother  Caspar 
(colored),  you  would  do  us  a  great  favor 
by  sending  him.  Our  kitchen  is  weak. 
Brother  Cornelius  is  troubled  with 
rheumatism  and  must  wait  on  the  Doctor. 
And  Brother  John  is  not  over  his  fever.  I 
need  a  man  to  help.  Brother  Philip  Cassidy 
is  much  in  the  Doctor's  way;  he  wants 
Cassidy  out  of  his  house.  I  don't  know 
what  to  do  with  this  Brother.  The  Doctor 
was  very  kind.  I  offered  to  paint  his  house 
a  little  during  vacation,  and  he  gave  me 
$50.00.  Otherwise,  too,  he  is  very  good; 
but  our  young  people  do  not  wish  to  take 
lessons  in  Theology  from  him.  I  will  do 
what  I  can  for  them. 

Hoping  you  pray  much  for  us,  I  am 
affectionately 

Your  son, 

Father  Leo,  O.S.B. 

—Jerome  Oetgen,  O.S.B. 
St.  Vincent  Archabbey 
Latrobe,  Pennsylvania 


BELMONT  ABBEY,  BELMONT,  N.C.  28012 
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Fourth  Baptist/Catholic  Dialogue 
Scheduled  At  Abbey,  May  14  •  16 
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Double  Issue 


BISHOPS  OF  PROVINCE 
CO-SPONSOR  MEET 

(From  Twin  City  Sentinel,  Winston-Salem,  N.  C.) 

The  fourth  convocation  between 
Southern  Baptists  and  Roman  Catholics 
sponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Institute  of 
Wake  Forest  University  will  be  held  May 
14-16  at  Belmont  Abbey. 

The  meeting  is  co-sponsored  by  the  five 
bishops  of  the  Atlanta  province.  It  will  be 
attended  by  30  Southern  Baptists  and  30 
Catholics. 

Dr.  J.  William  Angell,  professor  of 
religion  at  Wake  Forest  and  the  Ecumenical 
Institute's  director,  said  the  theme  of  the 
three-day  meeting  will  be  "Challenge  of 
Ecumenism  Today." 

Southern  Baptists  and  Roman  Catholics 
held  their  first  official  ecumenical  dialogue 
at  Wake  Forest  in  May,  1969.  A  second 
dialogue  was  held  in  February,  1970,  at 
New  Orleans,  a  third  in  April,  1970,  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  now  the  fourth  at 
Belmont  Abbey. 

This  will  be  the  Ecumenical  Institute's 
seventh  convocation.  Others  have  been 
held  between  Southern  Baptists  and  Jews 
and  black  and  white  Baptists  and  one 
institute  program  centered  around  Dr. 
Winfried  Maechler,  director  of  the 
Evangelische  Akademie  in  Berlin  and 
personal  friend  of  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer, 
German  Lutheran  pastor  and  teacher. 

Angell  said  plans  for  the  forthcoming 
convocation  were  made  in  cooperation 
with  Abbot  Edmund  McCaffrey  of 
Belmont  Abbey  and  his  staff  and  with 
Brooks  Hays,  the  Institute's  first  director 
and  former  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
president  and  Arkansas  Congressman. 

Five  papers  will  be  given  at  this 
program.  The  participants  are  as  follows: 

—"Spiritual  Foundation  for  Social 
Action"  will  be  presented  by  the  Most 
Rev.  Charles  H.  Helmsing,  bishop  of  the 


Diocese  of  Kansas  City,  Kan.  The  response 
will  be  given  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Turlington, 
pastor  of  University  Baptist  at  Chapel 
Hill. 

-"The  Question  of  Authority"  will  be 
given  by  Dr.  Dale  Moody,  professor  of 
theology  at  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  at  Louisville.  The  response  will 
be  made  by  the  Rev.  Msgr.  Bernard  F. 
Law  of  Washington,  executive  director  of 
the  Bishop's  Committee  for  Ecumenical 
and  Interreligious  Affairs. 

-"The  Nature  and  Use  of  Liturgy"  will 
be  delivered  by  the  Most  Rev.  John  L.  May, 
bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and 
former  executive  secretary  general  of  the 
Catholic  Church  Extension  Society.  The 
response  will  be  made  by  Dr.  L.  D.  John- 
son, professor  of  religion  at  Furman 
University. 

—"The  Full  Mission  of  Doctrine"  or 
"How  We  Arrived  At  Our  Doctrine"  will 
be  given  by  Dr.  John  Steely,  professor  of 
historical  theology  at  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  at  Wake  Forest.  The 
response  will  be  made  by  Father  Lawrence 
Everett,  C.  Ss.  R.,  of  Richmond,  Va. 

—"A  Student  View  of  Ecumenism" 
will  be  presented  by  two  Wake  Forest 
and  two  Belmont  Abbey  students.  Miss 
Helen  Turner,  a  graduate  student,  and  Walt 
Townsend,  a  senior  religion  major,  will  be 
the  Wake  Forest  speakers,  They  both 
recently  participated  in  the  Minisemester 
study  with  Angell  in  Geneva  and  Rome. 

The  closing  session  will  include  a  joint 
worship  service  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral 
led  by  the  Abbot  and  the  Rev.  Claude  W. 
Broach,  pastor  of  St.  John's  Baptist  in 
Charlotte. 


DR.  CLAUDE  W.  BROACH 


RETURNED  PROF.  ACTIVE 
ON  LECTURE  CIRCUIT 

Since  his  return  in  January  from  studies 
in  the  Department  of  Religion  and 
Religious  Education  at  Catholic  University 
to  head  the  Department  of  Theology  at 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  Father  Jerome 
Dollard  has  been  in  much  demand  as  a 
speaker  on  nearby  campuses. 

At  Davidson  College  he  recently  spoke 
on  "The  Catholic  Church  since  Vatican  II" 
to  group  of  students  who  later  came  to  the 
Abbey  for  a  'demonstration'  Mass  and  tour 
of  the  Cathedral. 

Father  Jerome  has  given  two  lectures  at 
Sacred  Heart  College  in  Belmont:  "Angels 
and  Demons"  and  "The  Church  in 
American  Society  since  1945". 

Upon  the  invitation  of  Father  Blaise 
Plageman,  a  monk  of  the  Abbey  who  is 
chaplain  to  the  Catholic  students  of 
the  College  of  William  and  Mary,  Father 
Jerome  spoke  in  Williamsburg,  Va.  on 
"The  Person  in  Religion  and  Politics"  and 
(Continued  On  Page  3) 
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BIOLOGY  PROFESSOR 
TO  PARIS  FOR  UNESCO 

Dr.  John  Celecia,  professor  of  Biology 
at  Belmont  Abbey,  has  been  granted  a  two 
year  leave  of  absence  from  the  College  to 
accept  an  appointment  as  Coordinating 
Director  of  a  UNESCO  committee  study- 
ing Man  in  the  Biosphere.  His  new  position 
will  take  him  to  Paris  where,  as  a  program 
specialist,  Dr.  Celicia  will  direct  an 
international  team  of  scientists. 

Before  his 

departure       from 
the    College,    Dr. 
Celicia  was  honor- 
ed  at   a   Faculty- 
Student  Convoca- 
tion in  the  Pharr 
Auditorium  of  the 
Gaston       Science 
Building.       Testi- 
monial    speakers 
included    William 
Grizzard,   student        DR.  JOHN  CELECIA 
representative;  Professor  John   Hanahan, 
representing     the     Division     of    Natural 
Sciences,  and  Dr.  George  Herndl,  faculty 
representative. 

The  President  of  the  College,  Rev. 
John  P.  Bradley,  also  addressed  the 
assembly. 

A  reception  in  the  foyer  of  the  Science 
Hall  followed  the  convocation. 


VISITING  SPEAKERS 

During  the  past  several  weeks  two 
visiting  monks  gave  talks  to  the  religious 
community  of  Belmont  Abbey. 

On  February  12,  Father  Denys 
Hennessy,  O.S.B.,  of  St.  Mary's  Abbey  in 
Morristown,  N.  J.,  spoke  twice,  in  the 
afternoon  on  "Conversion"  and  in  the 
evening  on   "Prayer". 

Father  Denys  is  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  American  Casinese  Federation  of 
(Continued  On  Page  4) 
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PENANCE  CELEBRATION 
FOR  OBLATES 

The  Oblates  of  Belmont  Abbey,  at  a 
recent  meeting,  took  part  in  a  communal 
celebration  of  the  sacrament  of  Penance. 
Because  of  the  work  of  the  Second  Vatican 
Council  the  Church  is  making  an  effort  to 
revise  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  all  the 
sacraments  in  order  that  the  nature  and 
purpose  of  each  sacrament  may  be  more 
clearly  appreciated.  The  official  revision 
of  the  sacrament  of  Penance  has  not  yet 
been  completed.  So,  in  the  meantime, 
experimentation  is  being  carried  out 
locally  to  bring  out  the  communal 
dimension  of  this  sacrament. 

Sin  separates  the  sinner  from  God  and 
also  from  His  covenant  people.  There 
exists  a  communal  or  social  aspect  not 
only  regarding  sin  but  also  regarding 
forgiveness.  While  sin  is  an  offense  against 
God,  it  is  also  a  disruption  of  the 
community;  penance  and  reconciliation 
affect  the  sinner  before  God  as  well  as  in 
his  relationship  with  the  community.  It  is 
through  the  Church's  mediation  and  the 
power  imparted  to  the  ordained  priest 
that  Christ  works  to  extend  forgiveness. 

The  simple  ceremony  in  the  Cathedral 
consisted  of  an  opening  prayer  for 
conversion  of  heart  and  genuine  sorrow 
for  sin.  There  followed  readings  from 
Isaiah  and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  which 


OBLATE  NOTES.  .  . 

A  heavy  snowfall  made  driving 
dangerous  and  kept  attendance  to  a 
smaller-than-usual  number  when  the 
Oblates  met  at  their  Epiphany  gathering. 
Father  Peter,  chaplain,  offered  Mass. 
The  Divine  Office  and  Benediction  were 
conducted  and  the  Renewal  of  Oblation 
was  made  by  all  present. 

We  didn't  know  then  that  Bill  Carpenter 
and  Louise  would  soon  be  leaving,  with 
the  family.  His  song-leading  was  impressive 
and  helpful.  They  will  be  missed;  but  the 
Best  of  Luck  and  God's  Blessing  go  with 
him  on  his  new  venture. 

Mrs.  Edward  Driscoll  was  Lector.  After 
the  meeting,  a  social  gathering  was  held  in 
the  Oak  Room  of  the  College. 


emphasized  our  call  to  holiness  and  to  a 
new  life  supported  by  God's  love  and 
forgiveness  and  verified  by  the  gift  of  his 
spirit  within  us. 

Next,  an  examination  of  conscience  was 
conducted  by  the  priest  to  assist  each 
member  in  seeing  his  or  her  hidden  sins 
more  clearly  and  in  greater  depth.  Two 
priests  were  available  to  hear  confessions 
and  grant  absolution  individually. 

A  prayer  of  thanksgiving  and  a  hymn 
brought  the  service  to  a  close. 


Bishop  Michael  J.  Begley,  Bishop  of 
Charlotte,  delivered  the  homily  at  the 
community  Mass  on  the  feast  of  St. 
Benedict. 

Guests  for  the  occasion  included  a 
number  of  priests  from  neighboring 
dioceses. 

The  celebration  of  St.  Benedict's  Day 
had  been  preceded  by  a  Novena  of  Masses 
in  his  honor  from  March  12th  to  March 
20th,  inclusive.  Intentions  of  all  Oblates 
and  Family  Guild  members  were  especially 
remembered  during  those  prayerful  days. 


My  dear  Friends  in  Christ: 

One  of  the  great  needs  of  the  Church  today  is  for  an  abundant 
increase  in  vocations.  When  there  is  a  dearth  of  vocations,  it  is  the 
People  of  God  who  suffer,  for  the  harvest  is  always  present,  but  when 
laborers  are  scarce,  much  work  remains  unattended  and  unfinished. 

The  Church  does  not  seek  mere  quantity  of  laborers,  but  rather, 
an  abundance  of  holy,  dedicated  men  and  women  to  do  God's  work. 
Religious  engage  in  a  variety  of  work,  but  our  most  important  work  is 
to  become  holy.  Everything  else  is  secondary  to  this  primary  call  to 
holiness.  In  short,  we  must  become  witnesses  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Because  of  the  turmoil,  instability  and  departure  from  fixed 
values  in  our  society  in  recent  years,  there  has  been  a  serious  decline 
in  vocations.  It  is  incumbent  on  all  Christians  to  attempt  to  reverse 
this  trend  so  that  the  Lord  will  send  many  laborers  into  the  harvest. 
The  Benedictine  community  life  and  the  vow  of  stability  offer  much 
to  a  world  of  instability  and  selfishness.  God  does  call  people  today  to 
walk  in  His  path  and  to  be  faithful  to  promises  made.  The  instability 
and  fickleness  of  many  should  not  deter  us  from  recognizing  this  call 
and  responding  to  it.  We  must  imitate  His  life  of  generosity  and  seek  to 
fulfill  in  our  life  His  witness  of  evangelical  perfection.  It  is  our  plea 
that  all  of  you  will  pray  earnestly  that  God  will  quickly  send  many 
dedicated  workers  into  the  field  of  our  apostolates  so  that  values  can 
be  taught  and  souls  saved.  Pray  daily  for  vocations  and  God  will  be 
glorified  and  mankind  perfected. 

With  prayerful  good  wishes,  I  remain 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 


■tGUuJL  %  $r*  ^V^- 


(The  Right  Rev.)  Edmund  F.  McCaffrey,  O.S.B. 
Abbot  Ordinary 
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FATHER  PETER  STRAGAND 

Association  Awards  Merit  Certificate 
To  Abbey  Monk  In  Raleigh 

Fr.  Peter  Stragand,  O.S.B.,  was  presented  a  certificate  of  appreciation  by  the  North 
Carolina  Association  for  Retarded  Children  at  an  annual  awards  luncheon  in  Raleigh. 
The  luncheon  honors  those  individuals  and  groups  that  have  contributed  in  a  significant 
way  to  the  improvement  of  services  for  the  mentally  retarded.  Awards  were  given  to 
journalists,  laymen,  professionals,  and  employers. 

Two  contribu- 
tions of  Fr.  Peter 
were  singled  out 
in  making  the  pre- 
sentation: helping 
to  organize  a 
symposium  on  the 
Ministry  and  Men- 
tal Retardation, 
and  assisting  in 
the  preparation  of 
an  information 
folder  for  parents 
of  retarded  chil- 
dren. 


PETER 


The  symposium  was  held  at  Belmont 
Abbey  College  in  October  1972.  Thirty- 
five  ministers  from  Gaston  County 
attended  the  all  day  program  which 
introduced  them  to  the  special  problems 
that  the  retarded  and  their  families  face 
and  made  them  aware  of  the  unique 
service  that  the  minister  can  render  to 
them.  The  information  folder  is  aimed  at 
the  new  parents  of  a  retarded  child  and 
puts  into  their  hands  information  on  what 
mental  retardation  is  and  where  they  can 
turn  for  help. 


BROTHER  AEGIDIUS 


BRO.  AEGIDIUS  DIES 

AFTER  LONG  ILLNESS 

In  his  ninety-sixth  year  Brother 
Aegidius  Seier  died  on  February  24  after 
a  long  period  of  illness.  Confined  to  the 
monastic  infirmary  for  the  past  several 
years,  Brother  Aegidius  had  been  taken  to 
Mercy  Hospital  in  Charlotte,  where  he 
died,  only  a  few  days  previous. 

Brother  entered  religious  life  at  a 
relatively  late  age.  He  was  32  years  old 
when  he  made  his  religious  profession  as  a 
lay  brother  at  Belmont  on  January  20, 
1 909.  For  over  twenty  years  he  worked  on 
the  Abbey  Farm,  especially  with  the  dairy 
herd;  at  the  same  time  he  was  engaged  in 
domestic  duties  in  the  cloister,  a  job  he 
continued  for  fifty  years. 

Brother  Aegidius  was  an  obviously 
prayerful  man.  He  devoted  long  periods  to 
quiet  meditation  and  reading  in  the 
monastic  choir,  and  his  contemplation  led 
him  to  zealous  efforts  to  communicate  a 
knowledge  of  God  to  others.  Following 
Masses  on  Sundays  and  holidays  he  was  a 
familiar  sight  among  the  departing  con- 
gregation as  he  dispensed  religious  litera- 
ture and  spoke  fervent  sermonettes  in  a 
heavy  accent. 

Brother  Aegidius  was  born  in  Strem, 
Hungary.  Franz  Josef  was  king  of  the 
country  and  it  became  one  of  Brother's 
boasts  that  he  had  served  as  a  soldier  for 
Franz  Josef.  After  coming  to  America, 
Brother  worked  for  a  while  in  Pittsburgh 
before  entering  Belmont  Abbey  in  1908. 
He  was  pardonably  proud  of  a  record  he 
maintained  until  the  final  week  of  his  life: 
during  his  more  than  64  years  as  a  monk  he 
had  never  passed  a  day  and  a  night  away 
from  the  monastery. 

A  concelebrated  funeral  Mass  was 
offered  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral  on 
February  26  at  4:30  P.M. 


SPRING  AT  THE  ABBEY 

Stand  beneath  a  flowering  tree-lift  your  eyes-a  canopy 

of  shimmering,  dancing,  cloud-like  blossoms: 

ecstacy  in  whispered  frangrance. 

Bow  your  head  in  reverence  for  the  beauty  of  it 

while  drifting  petals  bless  this  moment  of  elation. 

For  glory  fades  with  passing  days; 
The  grass  beneath  your  feet  is  petal  covered. 
But  falling  blossoms  leave  a  nimbus  round  the  tree- 
halo  promise  of  fertility, 
of  fruitfulness  and  other  Springs  to  follow. 

-Carroll  Cave  Johnson 


m 


SUMMER  CAMP  PLANNED 

FOR  HANDICAPPED  ADULTS 

I  Ins  summer  during  the  month  ol  June 
a  new  activity  will  be  taking  place  on  the 
Belmont  Abbey  College  campus.  A  sp 
program,  called  a  Fun  and  Therapy 
Retreat,  will  offer  a  month's  change  ol 
pace  to  twelve  physically  handicapped 
adults. 

More  specifically,  twelve  adults  between 
the  ages  of  20  and  40  who  are  afflicted 
with  cerebral  palsy  but  who  are  mentally 
alert  will  have  an  opportunity  to  live  away 
from  home  for  a  month  and  benefit  from 
supervised  physical  and  occupational 
therapy,  recreation  and  education  and 
just  plain  fun. 

The  retreat  is  being  funded  by  the 
North  Carolina  Department  of  Mental 
Health,  sponsored  by  the  Gaston-Lincoln 
Mental  Health  Center,  and  housed  at 
Belmont  Abbey  College. 

A  special  education  teacher  from 
Gaston  Community  College  will  work  with 
the  participants  helping  them  with  read- 
ing, speech,  typing  and  communication  in 
general.  By  learning  some  new  skills  it  is 
hoped  that  the  participants  will  be  able  to 
spend  their  time  more  enjoyably  after 
returning  home. 

The  Abbey's  indoor  swimming  pool 
will  provide  the  setting  for  physical 
therapy  and  relaxation.  Each  participant 
will  have  a  private  room  in  a  dormitory 
and  be  cared  for  by  professional  staff  and 
college  students. 

Participants  will  be  evaluated  in  several 
areas  before  and  after  the  retreat  so  that 
the  effectiveness  of  the  program  can  be 
measured.  A  long  range  follow  up  is  also 
planned  after  they  return  home.  It  is  hoped 
that  some  techniques  of  self-help  can  be 
continued  and  improved  at  home.  If  this 
retreat  proves  successful  it  will  provide  the 
data  and  incentive  for  larger  programs 
of  this  type. 


Lecture  Circuit  (continued ) 

"Christ  and  the  World  Religions". 

"The  Catholic  Church  and  Academic 
Freedom"  was  the  topic  of  a  talk  delivered 
to  faculty  members  of  Winthrop  College 
in  South  Carolina.  The  sponsor  of  the  talk 
there,  as  at  The  College  of  William  and 
Mary,  was  an  ecumenical  campus-ministry 
organization  at  the  college. 

Together  with  his  classroom  instruction 
on  the  Abbey  campus.  Father  Jerome  has 
also  been  participating  in  an  adult 
education  series  entitled  "Focus  on  Hope" 
at  St.  Patrick's  parish  in  Charlotte. 
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DR.  ELISABETH  KUBLER-ROSS 


REV.  R.  KEVIN  SEASOLTZ,  O.S.B. 


REV.  ROBERT  H.  SPRINGER,  S.J. 


DR.  JOSEPHINE  MASSINGBERD  FORD 


REV.  ALFRED  McBRIDE,  0.  PRAEM. 


SCHEDULE 

MONDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

1 :  00  -  7 :  00  P.M.    Registration 

Breakfast 
9: 1  5  A.M.      Dr.  Elisabeth  Kiibler-Ross 

Dinner 

The  Psychology  of  the  Termi- 
nally 111  Patient 

8:00  P.M. 

The  Rev.  Alfred  McBride 

Coffee 

Death  and  Modern  Man 

10:30  A.M.    Dr.  Elisabeth  Kiibler-Ross 

The  Family  of  the  Terminally 
111  Patient 

TUESDAY 

Liturgy  Lunch 

Breakfast 

1:00-  6:00  P.M.    Informal  dialogues  with 
the  speakers. 

9:15  A.M. 

The  Rev.  Kevin  Seasoltz 

Dinner 

Rituals  and  Rites  of  Passage 

7:00  P.M.       The  Rev.  Kevin  Seasoltz 

Suffering  and  the  Celebration 

Coffee 

of  Healing 
8:00  P.M.       General      Discussion      with 

10:30  A.M. 

Dr.  J.  Massingberd  Ford 

Panel. 

Reflections  on   Death  from 
an  Old  Testament  Perspec- 
tive 

THURSDAY 

Breakfast 

Liturgy  Lunch 

9: 1  5  A.M.      The  Rev.  Robert  Springer 

Some  Tentative  Solutions  to 
the   Moral  Questions  con- 

1:45 P.M. 

Movie:  "On  Death" 

cerning  Life  and  Death. 

produced  by  Arthur  Barron 
for  PBL. 

10:30  A.M.    Dr.  Elisabeth  Kiibler-Ross 

The  Minister  and  Other  Pro- 
fessionals and  the  Patient 

Dinner 

Liturgy  Lunch 

7:00  P.M.       The  Rev.  Robert  Springer 

Ethical  Presuppositions  con- 
cerning Treatment  of  the 
111  and  Dying 

8:00  P.M.       The  Rev.  Alfred  McBride 
Jesus  -  Answer  to  Death 


1:15  P.M.       Dr.  J.  Massingberd  Ford 

Death  as  Birth  and  Growth  - 
(New  Testament  Doctrine 
of  Death) 

2:00  P.M.       The  Rev.  Kevin  Seasoltz 

Death  and  the  Celebration  of 
Death  to  Life 


DEATH  GIVES  LIFE 
TO  FOURTH  ANNUAL 
THEOLOGY  SEMINAR 

What  do  you  tell  a  seven  year  old  who 
is  dying?  How  do  you  talk  with  a  friend 
or  relative  you  know  is  terminally  ill?  How 
do  you  listen?  What  do  you  say  to  a 
grieving  family.  These  and  similar  questions 
concerning  the  care  of  the  sick  and  the 
terminally  ill .  will  be  discussed  by  Dr. 
Elizabeth  Kiibler-Ross  at  the  fourth  annual 
Theology  Seminar  at  Belmont  Abbey 
College  for  those  in  pastoral  and  teaching 
ministries.  Dr.  Kiibler-Ross  is  a  well  known 
authority  in  the  field  of  psychology  of  the 
patient  and  is  the  author  of  On  Death  and 
Dying. 

This  year's  seminar  is  oriented  to 
pastors  and  teachers.  The  Reverend  Kevin 
Seasoltz,  a  professor  of  Liturgy  at  Catholic 
University  will  present  a  theology  of  the 
sacrament  of  the  sick  and  the  celebration 
of  the  passage  from  death  to  life.  Dr.  J. 
Massingberd  Ford  will  examine  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  teachings  concerning 
the  meaning  of  suffering  and  death. 

There  are  many  ethical  questions 
surrounding  the  treatment  of  the  ill  and 
the  moment  of  death.  Reverend  Robert 
Springer,  S.  J.  of  Woodstock  College  will 
deal  with  this  important  area.  Reverend 
Alfred  McBride  is  Director  of  the  Forum 
for  Religious  Education  of  NCEA.  For  the 
Seminar  he  will  discuss  the  manner  of 
teaching  about  death  today. 

The  Seminar  is  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  Belmont  Abbey  College  to  bring  some 
of  the  best  theological  talent  available  to 
the  Southeast  to  meet  specific  pastoral  and 
educational  needs.  It  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  Archbishop  Paul  J.  Hallinan. 


Visiting  Speaker  (continued) 

Benedictines  of  which  Belmont  Abbey  is 
a  part. 

A  monk  of  the  monastery  of  La 
Pierre  que  Vire  in  France  gave  a  conference 
on  March  2.  Father  Mayeul  de  Dreuille, 
O.S.B.  spoke  on  "Monastic  Life  in  the 
Third  World  Monasteries". 

Father  Mayeul  is  presently  working  as  a 
coordinator  of  the  monastic  communities 
in  India.  He  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Abbot  Primate  to  promote  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  monasteries  of  the 
Third  World. 
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BELMONT  ABBEY-HISTORICAL  NOTES 


On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  Lent  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame  annually 
presents  the  Laetare  Medal  to  an  American 
layman  who  has  made  outstanding  con- 
tributions in  the  field  of  science,  literature, 
art,  statesmanship,  or  philanthropy. 

Sixty  four  years  ago,  on  May  31,1 909, 
Belmont  Abbey  was  the  scene  of  the 
medal's  presentation  to  Frances  C.  Tiernan 
who,  under  the  pen-name  of  Christian 
Reid,  wrote  more  than  forty  widely 
popular  novels.  Unread,  perhaps,  today, 
Christian  Reid  was  described  by  the 
Charlotte  Observer  at  the  time  of  her 
death  in  1920  as  "a  favorite  of  two 
Continents." 

An  earlier  story  in  the  Observer  told  of 
the  presentation  ceremony. 

"After  a  selection  by  the  unusually 
fine  orchestra  of  the  College,  the  Right 
Reverend  Leo  Haid,  O.S.B.,  D.D.,  arose  and 
made  the  following  explanatory  remarks 
relative  to  the  ceremonies: 

"'Imitating  the  praiseworthy  example 
of  Our  Holy  Father,  the  Pope,  who  every 
year  on  Laetare  Sunday  presents  a  Golden 
Rose,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  high 
merit  to  a  lady  of  royal  rank,  the  Catholic 
University  of  Notre  Dame  annually  confers 
the  Laetare  Medal,  not  indeed  to  persons 
of  royal  rank,  but  rather  upon  those  of 
royal  worth.  We,  today,  are  honored  by 
the  presence  of  representatives  from  Notre 
Dame,  and  also  by  the  worthy  recipient 
of  this  highly  prized  medal.  In  the  name 
of  the  whole  Community,  I  bid  both  a 
most  heartfelt  welcome.  We  greatly 
appreciate  the %  honor  conferred  on  our 
institution  by  making  it  the  scene  of  such 
a  happy  event.' " 

Two  days  later,  in  a  letter  to  Reverend 
Daniel    Hudson,    C.S.C.,    editor    of   Ave 
Maria     magazine,     Mrs.    Tiernan    herself 
described  the  "happy  event." 
"Rev.  dear  Father  Hudson: 

"What  would  I  not  have  given  if  you 
could  have  been  present  at  the  presentation 
of  the  Laetare  Medal  at  Belmont  on 
Monday.  You  would  have  appreciated  the 
poetical  and  picturesque  charm  with  which 
the  setting  of  the  Abbey,  and  the  kindness 
of  the  Benedictine  monks  invested  the 
scene.  Then  there  was  a  southern  warmth 
and  spontaneity  about  it  all,  which 
impressed  everybody. 

"I  wish  you  could  have  heard  the 
boys  of  the  College  cheering,  until  they 
almost  lifted  the  roof,  as  we  left  the  hall 
where  the  presentation  exercises  had  taken 
place.  'What  kind  of  cheering  do  you  call 
that?'  I  heard  Father  Burns  ask  the 
Bishop,  who  answered,  'That  is  the  famous 
"rebel  yell"!'  It  was  indeed  the  high  yell, 
peculiar  to  the  south,  with  which  the 
Confederate  soldiers  rushed  into  battle!  - 
—  The  Abbey  is  the  loveliest  spot  imagin- 
able, and  the  Benedictines  spared  no  effort 
to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  honor 
Notre  Dame  had  done  us  in  bestowing  her 
medal,  and  in  sending  such  distinguished 
envoys  to  bring  it. 

"It  was  all  so  lovely,  that  I  do  not 
think  anyone  who  was  present  will  ever 


THE  PRESENTATION  CEREMONY 


forget  the  grace  and  dignity  of  the  scene. 
There  was  the  Bishop,  even  more  stately 
and  imposing  in  his  Benedictine  habit 
touched  only  with  the  episcopal  red,  and 
his  almost  Oriental  dignity  of  bearing; 
there  was  Abbot  Charles  from  St.  Leo's 
Abbey,  Florida,  as  handsome  as  a  prince  - 
I  mean  an  ideal  prince  —  and  a  perfect 
type  of  the  ecclesiastic;  there  was  Dr. 
Felix  Hintermeyer,  the  Prior  of  the 
Monastery;  there  were  the  distinguished 
representatives  of  Notre  Dame  (Dr.  James 
Burns,  C.S.C.,  President  of  Holy  Cross 
College,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  Dr.  John 
A.  Zahm,  C.S.C.);  and  then  there  were  two 
dear  little  maids  to  give  the  touch  of  charm 
which  only  childhood  and  flowers  can 
bestow. 

"I  am  sending  you  a  photograph  of  the 


FRANCIS  C.  TIERNAN 


scene  at  the  moment  of  the  presentation 
of  the  medal,  which  will  give  you  some 
idea  of  it.  I  am  also  sending  a  newspaper 
report  of  the  proceedings. 

"Very  faithfully  yours, 
F.  C.  Tiernan" 

Mrs.  Tiernan's  enthusiasm  for  "the 
setting  of  the  Abbey"  evidently  remained 
with  her,  for  she  made  it  an  integral 
scene  in  a  1915  novel.  The  Secret  Bequest. 
Her  heroine,  Honora  Trezevant,  visits  the 
Abbey  on  Corpus  Christi  and  "saw  a  great 
mass  of  stately  buildings  set  on  a  wide, 
level  plateau  in  the  midst  of  verdure,  of 
leafy  avenues  and  great  forest  oaks;  and, 
as  the  dominating  note  of  the  picture,  a 
Gothic  church  of  imposing  design,  lifting 
its  cross-crowned  spires  toward  the  deep- 
blue  Carolina  sky,  while  at  this  moment 
its  bells  broke  forth  in  summoning  appeal." 

The  festal  procession  through  the 
monastery  grounds  init'ates  an  important 
spiritual  odyssey  within  Honora,  and  she 
speaks  of  her  visit  to  the  hero,  Bernard 
Chisholm:  ".  .  .it  was  quite  wonderful  as 
an  experience. .  .one  couldn't  get  the  same 
note  of  striking  contrast  anywhere  else.  .  ." 

"You  couldn't  readily  find  another 
Belmont  Abbey,  for  it  is  in  many  respects 
quite  unique,"  Bernard  agreed.  "And  that 
effect  of  contrast— of  difference  from  the 
world  around  it— of  which  you've  spoken, 
would  necessarily  strike  you  very  much 
on  your  first  visit.  I  remember  well  how  it 
struck  me  the  first  time  I  was  there." 

"And  has  the  impression  worn  off1"  she 
asked.  "Do  you  feel  the  sense  of  contrast 
no  longer?" 

"On  the  contrary,  I  feel  it  even  more, 
but  in  a  different  way.  .  ." 
(The  above  letter  and  accompanying 
photographs  are  reproduced  from  the 
Biography  of  Christian  Reid  by  Kate 
Harbes  Becker.) 
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LIBRARIAN  LECTURES 
IN  WASHINGTON,  LONDON 

On  Tuesday,  March  13,  Don  Cresswell, 
director  of  the  Belmont  Abbey  College 
Library  and  assistant  professor  of  history, 
addressed  the  Military  Classics  Seminar  at 
Fort  Myer,  Virginia.  The  subject  of  the 
address  was  the  breakdown  in  political 
and  military  command  in  the  British 
Army  during  the  American  Revolution. 

The  main  pur- 
pose of  the  lecture 
was  to  review  a 
collection  of  es- 
says edited  by 
George  A.  Billias 
entitled  George 
Washington's  Op- 
ponents: British 
Generals  and 

Admirals  in  the 
American  Revolu- 
tion. 

The  discussion 
centered  around  a 
slide  show  pre- 
senting engraved 
portraits  and  car- 
toons of  the 
British  leadership 
ranging  from  King 
George  III  through 
many  of  the  major 
and  minor  military 
and  political  lead- 
ers to  England's 
favorite  minor 
heroine,  Mrs. 

Harriet    Ackland. 
The  audience  was 
composed  of  mili- 
tary   and   civilian        DON  CRESSWELL 
personnel  from  historical  offices  connect- 
ed with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense. 

Later  in  the  month  Mr.  Cresswell  was 
the  guest  of  the  American  Civil  War  Round 
Table  of  the  United  Kingdom.  On  March 
31,  he  presented  a  lecture  in  London 
entitled  "The  American  Civil  War,  the 
Second  War  for  American  Independence." 
The  subject  was  suggested  by  the  Round 
Table's  Mr.  John  Stewart  who  responded 
to  a  circular  from  the  Cultural  Attache'  of 
the  American  Embassy  in  London  when, 
in  1971,  Cresswell  was  doing  dissertation 
research  at  the  British  Museum. 

The  members  of  the  audience  for  this 
talk  were  English  academicians  interested 
in  American  studies,  and  Civil  War  buffs 
who  share  Americans'  zeal  for  study  of 
that  period  in  our  history. 


ABBOT  IN  ST.  LOUIS 

Abbot  Edmund  McCaffrey  will  be  one 
of  the  main  speakers  at  the  1 973  Cardinal 
Mindszenty  Leadership  Conference  March 
30,  31,  April  1  at  the  Mariott  Hotel  in  St. 
Louis. 

Abbot  Edmund  will  discuss  the 
morality  of  national  security. 

Reservations  for  the  conference  can  be 
made  by  writing  the  Cardinal  Mindszenty 
Foundation,  Box  11321,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
63105,  or  by  phoning  3  14  -  991-2839. 


You  bid  your 
faithful  people 
cleanse  their 
hearts  and  pre- 
pare with  joy 
for  the  paschal 
feast.  More  fer- 
vent in  prayer, 
more  generous 
in  works  of 
charity,  more 
eager  in  cele- 
brating the 
mysteries  by 
which  we  are 
re-born  may  we 
come  to  the 
fullness  of  grace 
that  belongs  to 
the  sons  of 
God. 

-Preface,     Sundays 
of  Lent. 


The   Crucifix    shown    above    stands    in   the  center  of  the 
monastic  cemetery. 


m 


& 


".  .  An  these  days  of  Lent  the  brethern  should  lead  lives  of  great 
purity,  and  should  also  in  this  sacred  season  expiate  the  negligences 
of  other  times.  This  will  be  worthily  done  if  we  refrain  from  all  sin 
and  apply  ourselves  to  prayer  with  tears,  to  reading,  to  compunction 
of  heart,  and  to  abstinence.  .  .  .let  us  stint  ourselves  of  food,  drink, 
sleep,  talk,  and  jesting,  and  look  forward  with  the  joy  of  spiritual 
longing  to  the  holy  feast  of  Easter.  " 

—Rule  of  St.  Benedict 
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APPOINTMENTS  BRING 
CHANGES  AT  ABBEY 

Father  Peter  Stragand  has  been  named 
Prior  of  Belmont  Abbey.  He  undertook  the 
office  mi  August  1,  succeeding  Fr.  Bene 
diet  McDcrmott  who  will  become  Prior  of 
Benedictine   Priory,    Richmond,    Virginia. 

Father  Peter  is  mathematics  instrui  !<>t  in 
the  College  and  in  recent  sears  has  also 
served  the  students  as  resident  priest  in 
Raphael  Arthur  Hall.  I  his  summer  he  di- 
rected a  special  camp  at  the  Abbe)  for 
cerebral  palsj  victims. 

Named  to  succeed  Fr.  Anselm  Hi^gs  as 
Sub-prior  of  the  community  is  Fr.  Kieran 
Neilson.  Fr.  Kieran  had  most  recently  been 
assistant  pastor  at  St.  Michael's  Church  in 
Gastonia.  Fr.  Kieran  will  also  act  as  Master 
of  Novices. 

Other  changes  bring  Fr.  Bernard 
Rosswog  from  his  position  as  Prior  in  Rich- 
mond to  the  pastomte  of  St.  Michael's  in 
Gastonia.  Fr.  Gregory  Eichenlaub,  the 
former  pastor,  has  been  named  Pastor 
Emeritus  and  will  continue  to  reside  and 
work  at  St.   Michael's. 

Fr.  Oscar  Burnett  returns  from  Rich- 
mond to  assume  the  duties  of  Director  oi 
Campus  Ministry. 

Fr.  Ambrose  Keefe  will  be  transferred 
from  the  Abbey  to  Benedictine  High  School 
in  Richmond  where,  in  addition  to  teaching 
assignments,  he  will  become  assistant 
pastor  of  St.  Benedict's  Church. 


National  Register  Of  Historic  Places 
Enrolls  Belmont  Abbey  Cathedral 
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"A  roll  call  of  the  tangible  reminders  of 
the  history  of  the  United  States"  includes 
Belmont  Abbey  Cathedral  since  its  listing 
in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

Its  unique  distinction  as  the  only  Cathe- 
dral of  an  Abbey-Nullius  in  the  United 
States  won  the  recognition  for  the  church 
on  which  construction  began  in  1892. 
Cardinal  Gibbons  dedicated  the  church  in 
1894  in  the  presence  of  bishops,  abbots, 
and  priests  from  every  section  of  the 
country. 

A  special  feature  of  the  new  church  were 
the  windows  which  had  been  recently  a- 
vvarded  First  Prize  for  stained  glass  crafts- 
manship at  the  Chicago  World's  Fair  of 
1893.  The  colorful  designs  representing 
various  saints  of  the  Church  continue  to  be 
a  special  attraction  to  contemporary 
worshipers. 

Following  the  demands  of  the  revised 
liturgy,  the  Cathedral  was  extensively 
remodeled  in  1965.  Plaster  was  removed  to 
provide  a  warm  brick  interior.  Flagstone 
replaced  the  wooden  flooring.  The  old 
"slave  block",  a  legendary  part  of  the 
Abbey  since  its  foundation,  was  refashion- 
ed into  a  baptismal  font.  The  renovation 
project  won  an  Architectural  Award  for  the 
designer,  F.  Schmidt  of  Charlotte. 


FR.  PETER 


FR.  KIERAN 


t3$£> 


BURLINGTON  GIFT 
AIDS  DORM  UPLIFT 

Belmont  Abbey  College  has  received  a 
S12.000  grant  from  the  Burlington  Indus- 
tries Foundation  to  be  used  toward  the 
renovation  of  O'Connell  Residence  Hall 
which  will  house  the  College's  first  women 
residents  since  its  foundation  in  18"b. 

The  College  became  coeducational  last 
year  but  this  will  be  the  first  semester 
women  have  lived  on  campus.  Former 
coeds  commuted  to  classes  as  day 
students. 
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ABBEY  NOTES 

At  the  Abbey  on  a  visit  from  his  tempo- 
rary assignment  in  Morganton,  Fr.  Hugh 
suffered  a  heart  attack  and  was  placed  in 
intensive  care  at  Mercy  Hospital  in 
Charlotte.  He  is  presently  making  steady, 
encouraging  recovery.  .  .  .Grants  for 
summer  study  called  Fr.  Lawrence  to 
Mexico,  Fr.  Kenneth  to  the  museums  of 
Europe,     Fr.     Jerome     to     Washington, 

D.  C No  summer  school  on  campus 

here  this  year,  but  a  number  of  camp 
sessions — soccer,  basketball,  swimming — 
drew  hundreds  of  youngsters.  .  .  .A 
Father-Son  retreat  in  July  united  men  and 
boys  from  all  over  the  state.  .  .  .The 
Gastonia  Gazette  featured  Fr.  Gregory  in  a 
front  page  article  when  his  retirement  was 
announced.  A  well-deserved  tribute!.  .  . 
The  acquisition  of  a  cottage  on  nearby 
Lake  Norman  has  proved  a  welcome  re- 
treat for  members  of  the  community. 
Abbot  Edmund  formally  opened  the  house 
on  July  4  when  he  celebrated  Mass  there  in 
the  presence  of  all  the  monks.  A  patriotic 
touch:  at  the  end  of  the  Mass,  everyone 
sang  the  National  Anthem!  The  lake  house 


I  0  ALMIGHTY  AND  ETER- 
?  NAL  GOD,  YOU  HAVE 
|  TAKEN  UP  INTO  HEAVEN- 
S' LY  GLORY  THE  BODY  AND 


|  SOUL  OF  THE  IMMACU- 
$  LATE  VIRGIN  MARY,  THE 
$  MOTHER  OF  YOUR  SON.  % 
|  MAY  WE  ALWAYS  LOOK 
|  UPWARD  TOWARD  HEAV- 
\  EN  AND  COME  TO  BE 
\  WORTHY  OF  SHARING  HER 
THROUGH  CHRIST 


%  GLORY 
|  OUR  LORD 


will  be  the  scene  of  a  faculty  picnic  on 
August  16  following  a  Workshop  for  all  in- 
structors in  the  College.  .  .  .When  classes 
begin  on  August  23  students  will  see  an 
added  touch  to  the  library:  a  recent  gift  has 
made  possible  the  carpeting  of  the  entire 
reading,   study  and  periodical  areas. 


OBLATE  NOTES 

Two  new  oblates,  Rose  Forrest  and 
Joan  Frey  of  Gastonia,  were  invested  at  the 
most  recent  meeting  of  the  Oblates.  In- 
vestiture was  followed  by  Mass,  and  a 
pleasant  social  hour  in  the  Oak  Room  of  the 
College.  Welcome  to  the  ranks! 

Oblates  are  asked  to  remember  the 
father  of  Sharon  Folk,  Oblate,  of  Green- 
field, Tenn.,  who  died  in  late  Spring. 

The  annual  novena  in  honor  of  the 
Assumption  of  Our  Lady  will  be  held  at  the 
Abbey  during  which  the  special  intentions 
of  all  Oblates  are  particularly  remembered. 

On  June  4,  a  celebration  in  honor  of  the 
Golden  Jubilee  of  Ordination  was  held  at 
the  Abbey  for  Fr.  Paul  Milde,  long-time 
director  of  the  Oblates.  A  concelebrated 
Mass  in  the  Cathedral  highlighted  the 
occasion.  Fr.  Paul's  nephew,  Rev.  Robert 
Milde  of  Brooklyn,  was  one  of  the  cele- 
brants. Fr.  Robert  Milde  was  himself 
observing  an  ordination  jubilee,  his  Silver. 
Following  the  Mass,  a  banquet  was 
enjoyed  by  the  friends  and  family  of  Fr. 
Paul,  with  the  monastic  community. 


Mass  is  offered  weekly  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral  for  members  of  the  Family  Guild  and  other  benefactors  of  Belmont  Abbey.  Above  is 
shown  Abbot  Edmund  McCaffrey  concelebrating  Mass  with  priests  of  the  community. 
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ABBEY  ACCEPTS  3 
INTO  NOVITIATE 

Three  applicants  for  admission  into  the 
novitiate  at  Belmont  Abbey  were  favorably 
acted  upon  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  mon- 
astic chapter.  The  candidates  are:  Paul 
Shanley  of  Belmont,  N.  Y.,  a  graduate  this 
year  of  the  College;  James  Buttner  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  class  of  '72;  and  Richard 
Canty  of  Savannah,  Georgia.  Mr.  Canty 
attended  Benedictine  Military  School  in 
Savannah  and  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Georgia. 

The  future  novices  are  expected  to  arrive 
at  the  Abbey  in  mid-August  when  their 
formation  will  begin  under  the  direction  of 
the  newly  appointed  novice  master,  Fr. 
Kieran  Neilson. 


JUNIOR  LEAGUE  RUMMAGE  SALE 

One  Dollar  Purchase  Becomes 
$2,000  Gift  To  Abbey  Library 

When  Mrs.  Carrol  Estes  attended  a  Junior  League  Rummage 
Sale  in  Winston-Salem  back  in  1964  she  made  a  $1  purchase  that 
turned  out  to  be  worth  more  than  $2,000. 

"I  saw  what  looked  like  loosely  rolled  wallpaper,"  she  said  in  a 
recent  interview,  "and  when  I  pulled  back  the  corner  of  one  roll, 
I  saw  a  pretty  black  and  silver  silk  print  in  a  geometric  design." 

The  paper  would  be  ideal,  she  felt,  for  matting  pictures  so  she 
bought  the  rolls.  At  her  home  later  that  evening  the  unrolled 
"wallpaper"  turned  out  to  be  sets  of  fine  Oriental  panels,  "both 
very  beautiful  and  obviously  valuable." 

Each  set  was  made  up  of  several  panels,  each  panel  about  20 
inches  wide  and  six  to  eight  feet  long.  The  panels  depicted 
handpainted  scenes  on  a  very  fine  gauge  ivory-colored  silk.  The 
pure  silk  was  matted  on  heavy  rice  paper,  and  the  geometric 
design  that  she  had  seen  was  the  border. 

One  set  was  a  scene  of  flowered  trees,  shrubs  and  birds,  "and 
the  colors  just  throbbed  with  life,"  she  said. 

The  other  was  the  scene  of  an  Oriental  village  with  a  lake  in 
the  foreground  and  mountains  with  clouds  in  the  background. 
Plummage  on  the  colorful  birds  is  painted  with  the  meticulous 
detail  found  in  fine  Eastern  art.  Photographs  accompanying  this 
story  show  details  from  the  panels. 

Too  large  for  her  own  home  and  "much  too  beautiful  not  to 
share,"  the  massive  paintings  were  presented  as  a  gift  to  the 
Abbey.  Assembled  by  a  Charlotte  art  dealer,  the  sets  were 
framed  in  gold-embossed  bamboo  which  accents  their  Oriental 
origin.  They  now  hang  in  the  foyer  of  the  Abbey  Room  in  the 
College  Library,  and  have  been  valued  by  experts  at  at  least 
$2,000. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Estes  are  the  parents  of  Dr.  Terry  Estes,  an 
Abbey  graduate. 


Historical  Notes  (cont.  from  p.  4) 
prominent  men  were  the  boys  in  that,  I  can 
assure  you.  One  of  the  greatest  memories  I 
have! 

Near  the  "New  Store"  was  a  black- 
smith's shop.  I  would  roam  over  and  talk  to 
him.  When  I  mentioned  I  was  from 
Pennsylvania  he  said,  "I  was  up  there 
once."  I  asked,  "Where  were  you?"  "I 
was  up  there  with  Lee  one  time."  I  never 
forgot  that  incident. 
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BELMONT  ABBEY— HISTORICAL  NOTES 


Editor's  note:  In  the  late  1940's  James  B.  Stader,  a 
student  at  the  Abbey  during  the  years  1898  to  1900, 
wrote  a  series  of  letters  recalling  events  from  his  stay  at 
Belmont.  Selections  from  his  reminiscences  follow. 
Plus  ca  change,  plus  c'est  la  meme  chose. 

My  home  was  Latrobe,  Pa.,  and  my 
father,  Francis  J.  Stader,  was  a  cousin  of 
Bishop  Leo  and  he  attended  the  silver 
jubilee  of  Bishop  Leo's  ordination  in  the 
Fall  of  1897.  He  felt  nothing  but  enthu- 
siasm for  the  place  so  that  James  B.  was 
shipped  down  in  February,  1898. 

Arriving  at  Charlotte  I  was  met  by  Fr. 
Francis,  pastor  of  St.  Peter's,  and  after 
lunch  we  went  to  Belmont.  I  was  assigned 
to  the  Minims  (Fr.  Charles,  Prefect)  and 
met  Will  and  Ray  Abbatichio  also  from 
Latrobe  and  as  I  had  known  the  Bishop,  Fr. 
Bernard  and  Fr.  Aloysius — they  having 
been  to  our  home  on  northern  trips  to  St. 
Vincent's — I  was  sort  of  welcome. 

For  a  few  days  I  did  not  go  to  class  as  the 
tests  were  on  and  went  instead  to  see 
Brothers  Louis,  Andrew,  Dennis,  P. 
Lanigan  (a  cleric),  Fr.  Patrick,  Fr.  George, 
Fr.  Felix  and  Mrs.  Ackerman,  Bishop's 
sister  who  lived  in  a  cottage  on  the  road  to 
Belmont — all  of  whom  knew  my  father. 

As  I  recall  they  had  only  had  the  electric 
lights  a  short  time  and  the  big  oil  lamps 
were  still  in  the  study  halls  and  refectory 
and  other  parts  of  the  building.  The  electric 
plant  was  a  gift  of  Leo  Vilsack  and 
Augustus  Frauenheim  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
friends  of  Bishop  Leo. 

We  had  the  old  wood  stoves  and  large 
cuts  of  wood  were  used  and  I  can  say  we 
were  always  comfortable. 

In  the  study  hall  I  sat  next  to  Lawrence 
Kelly  and  William  Diehl  (later  Fr. 
Cornelius)  and  Pete  Gallagher  (later  Fr. 
Ambrose)  sat  facing  me.  My  class  was  the 
Third  Commercial  with  that  fine  man  Fr. 
Ignatius  as  the  boss:  a  tall  well-built  man 
who,  I  learned,  was  an  excellent  first 
baseman  in  his  day  and  a  jolly  laugh  was 
his.  He  would  always  give  tests  saying  "At 
what  hour  no  man  knoweth." 

Fr.  Aloysius  was  Disciplinarian  and 
Chaplain  and  very  dramatic  in  his  sermons. 

I  frequently  went  to  Mrs.  Ackerman's 
with  Leo,  her  son,  who  attended  day 
school.  I  knew  them  since  we  had  visited 
them  in  Pittsburgh  their  former  home. 
Next  door  another  house  was  occupied  by 
Mrs.  Taylor,  Abbot  Vincent's  mother,  and 
her  daughter  Lucie.  Lucie  was  a  very 
attractive  girl  and  many  of  the  older  boys 
hoped  to  have  the  pleasure  of  her  favor  and 
I  may  say  some  good  rivalry  did  exist  those 
years. 

Baseball  was  soon  on  the  cards  and  we 
Minims  had  rival  teams.  I  was  on  a  team 
captained  by  Bill  Tankersly  from  Salisbury. 
(I  heard  he  is  a  physician  in  Greensboro,  N. 
C.)  Pete  Gallagher  was  on  second  and  Joe 
Kelly  was  catcher.  Sam  Steele  and  Leon 


Trudewin  were  pitchers.  A  good  batter 
could  hit  one  over  third  into  the  corn  field 
but  only  two  bases  were  allowed.  I  played 
third  base  in  that  gang. 

A  tennis  court  and  hand  ball  alley  were 
near  the  ravine.  The  tennis  court  was  used 
more  for  basketball  which  was  just  coming 
into  favor  and  few  played. 

In  those  days  long  walks  were  taken  to 
Mt.  Holly,  Belmont,  Spencer  Mtn., 
McAdenville,  Dallas  and  to  an  old 
cemetery  turning  a  left  road  on  the  way  to 
Mt.  Holly.  Frequently  Fr.  Bernard  or  Fr. 
Aloysius  would  come  to  the  study  halls  five 
minutes  before  class.  "Free  Day!" —  and 
soon  an  uproar.  A  sign  was  posted  in  the 
hall:  "Spending  money  at  Fr.  Bernard's 
office."  Such  funds  were  kept  there  for 
you,  sent  from  home.  You  could  easily  get 
fifty  cents  but  should  you  ask  for  a  dollar  a 
good  reason  must  support  your  claim. 
Everywhere  cookies,  pop  and  candy  were 
the  goods  in  demand. 

There  was  a  "New  Store"  on  the  Mt. 
Holly  road  run  by  Ike  Ford,  a  former  stu- 
dent, and  believe  me  he  extended  credit 
and  knew  everyone.  A  great  spot  to  go  for  a 
short  walk. 

In  Belmont  I  became  well  acquainted 
with  a  Mr.  Stowe  who  had  a  general  store 
and  also  sold  coffins.  As  my  folks  were 
undertakers  we  had  a  lot  in  common.  I 
knew  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  Post  Master, 
also. 

Smoking  of  cigarettes  was  not  permitted 
but  some  rolled  their  own.  Pipes  and  cigars 
were  in  favor  but  only  for  those  who  had 
permission  from  home.  Maryland  Club, 
Duke  of  Durham  and  Bull  Durham  were  the 
favorite  brands.  It  was  customary  to  buy 
cigars  for  the  Prefects  or  your  favored 
priest  and  for  Brother  Louis,  hoping  for  a 
piece  of  pie  in  return. 

Fr.  Aloysius  was  the  Dramatic  Director 
and  I  recall  his  playing  Hamlet  in  several 


scenes  of  that  play.  We  had  some  good 
shows,  ministrels,  vaudeville,  etc.,  in  the 
old  two  story  building  north  of  the  Abbey 
Church.  Fr.  Aloysius  was  a  real  actor, 
believe  me. 

Football  had  only  been  a  few  years  in 
college  games  and  was  regarded  as 
dangerous.  Anyway,  in  the  Fall  of  '99  two 
teams  were  selected  from  the  students,  one 
team  captained  by  Ray,  the  other  by  Will 
Abbatichio,  brothers.  Both  sides  practiced 
hard  for  the  one  game  on  Thanksgiving 
Day.  The  great  day  came  with  crowds  and 
the  girls  from  Sacred  Heart  School.  The 
game  ended  when  Tim  Flanigan  tackled 
Joe  Lawrence,  the  two  crashing  against 
heavy  goal  posts.  They  were  seriously  hurt 
and  carried  off  the  field.  We  had  no 
substitutes;  the  game  was  over. 

We  walked  past  the  Goforth  farm  to  the 
Catawba  River  to  go  swimming —  plenty  of 
moccasins  sticking  up  their  heads.  A  few 
hundred  yards  upstream  was  a  ferry  boat, 
a  flat  barge  fastened  to  a  pulley  on  a  cable 
suspended  over  the  river.  The  barge  was 
pointed  into  the  flow  of  the  water  at  an 
angle  which  gave  it  a  propelling  force.  A 
bell  was  on  each  side  for  travellers  to  ring 
for  the  ferryman.  From  the  maps  a  large 
power  dam  appears  at  those  places  now. 

We  boys  from  the  North  bought  water- 
melons from  farmers'  wagons  for  a  nickle. 
Can't  say  I  was  ringleader,  but  six  of  us 
stole  off  one  afternoon,  went  swimming  in 
the  Catawba,  and  found  a  watermelon 
patch.  We  got  nineteen  safely  into  the 
woods  and  did  justice  to  them  without  salt. 
Wonder  we  were  not  sick  to  say  nothing  of 
being  filled  with  buckshot  by  the  farmer.  A 
few  mornings  later  Fr.  Aloysius  brought  up 
the  subject  of  "bringing  disgrace  to  the 
name  of  St.  Mary's"  by  some  unknown 
students.  Wonder  we  were  not  expelled. 
The  secret  is  now  disclosed.  Some 
(continued  on  p.  3) 
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World  Wide  Congress  Of  Benedictines 
Calls  Abbot  Edmund  To  Rome 


Benedictine  Abbots  throughout  the 
world  gathered  in  Rome  at  the  International 
College  of  Sant'  Anselmo  for  a  Congress 
which  began  on  September  17. 

One  of  the  main  items  of  business  will  be 
the  election  of  an  Abbot  Primate.  The 
present  Primate,  Archabbot  Rembert 
Weakland,  is  expected  to  be  re-elected. 

A  theme  of  this  year's  meeting  will 
center  around  the  topic  "Monasticism  and 
the  Encounter  with  God."  Some  150 
Abbots  will  be  in  attendance.  Abbot 
Edmund  McCaffrey  of  Belmont  Abbey  left 
for  the  meeting  accompanied  by  Fr. 
Cuthbert  Allen. 

Before  the  Congress  opened,  Abbot 
Edmund  and  Fr.  Cuthbert  visited  in 
England,  France,  and  Switzerland.  After  a 
few  days  in  London  they  travelled  to  Paris 
where  they  were  extensively  shown  the 
sights  of  the  city  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Juan 
Celicia.  Dr.  Celicia,  an  Abbey  faculty 
member,  is  presently  on  leave-of-absence 
to  serve  the  United  Nations  in  the  French 
capital. 

The  Abbot  and  Fr.  Cuthbert  visited  the 
monasteries  of  Einsiedeln  and  Engleberg 
and,  after  a  stay  in  Zurich,  went  on  to 
Rome  where  they  had  a  private  audience 
with  Pope  Paul. 


CUTHBERT 


Fr.  Cuthbert  returned  to  Belmont  before 
the  completion  of  the  Congress.  Abbot 
Edmund  will  remain  through  the  delibera- 
tions and  is  expected  to  arrive  at  the  Abbey 
around  October  15.  On  his  way  back  he  is 
scheduled  to  visit  in  Spain. 


Fr.  Jude  Cleary  is  shown  above  preparing  ground  for  the  installation  of  a  new  campus 
illumination  system.  Aluminum  standards  have  now  been  reared  and  the  lights  will  soon 
be  in  operation.  The  project  was  made  possible  partly  through  a  grant  from  Burlington 
Industries  and  the  generous  assistance  of  Mr.  Jim  Hunter.  Mr.  Hunter  is  President  of 
Hunter  and  Walden  Electrical  Consultors  of  Charlotte. 


"Population"  Topic  For 
Fr.  Oscar's  Discussion 

Early  in  October,  the  Respect  Life- 
Program  in  the  diocese  of  Charlotte 
sponsored  a  conference  for  priests  during 
which  Fr.  Oscar  Burnett  spoke  on 
"Population." 

Fr.  Oscar  treated 
the  legal  aspects  of 
the  Supreme  Court's 
decision  on  abortion 
and  pointed  out  that 
beyOnd  state  laws 
and  constitutional 
amendments  it  would 
be  helpful  to  bring 
pressure  upon  the 
Court  itself  to  consider  the  concrete  reality 
of  their  adjudications  and,  thereby 
possibly,  bring  about  a  reversal  of  earlier 
decisions.  Fr.  Oscar  cited  historical 
precedents  for  the  successful  use  of  such 
procedure. 

In  addition  to  Fr.  Oscar,  Bishop  Begley 
and  Msgr.  James  McHugh  of  Washington 
were  among  others  participating  in  the  two 
day  program. 
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Fr.  Lawrence  To  Relate 
Myths  With  Scripture 

The  second  faculty  lecture  of  the  current 
term  will  be  given  by  Fr.  Lawrence  Willis 
on  October  29.  Fr.  Lawrence  will  discuss 
Egyptian  and  Mid-Eastern  Mythology. 
with  special  emphasis  on  parallels  in 
biblical  literature. 

Fr.  Lawrence,  an 
Instructor  in  History 
and  Theology,  offers 
courses  in  the  College 
in  Ancient  Religion 
and  Mythology,  and 
Classical  and  North- 
ern European  Reli- 
gion and  Mythology.       FR.  LAWRENCE 
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Death  Claims  Tailor 
After  50  Years  Service 

Since  the  most  recent  appearance  of 
Crescat  Chronicle  a  cherished  member  of 
the  Belmont  Abbey  community  has,  as  his 
death  notice  remarked,  "passed  over  to  the 
Lord."  That  statement,  in  the  judgment  of 
all  who  know  Bro.  Leodegar,  is  no  pious 
cliche.  His  entire  life  at  the  Abbey  was  a 
conscious  preparation  for  such  a  passage. 

He  came  to  Belmont  in  1923,  already  an 
accomplished  tailor.  With  something  of  the 
military  —  and,  occasionally,  monastic  — 
confusion,  he  was  assigned  to  the  College 
refectory  for  nearly  30  years.  Although 
crippled,  he  managed  the  dining  room  for 
prepsters  and  collegians  with  an  efficiency 
and  charm  that  won  him  deep  affection, 
expressed  by  students  in  the  familiar,  but 
respectful,  title  they  bestowed  on  him: 
"Cookie." 

"Cookie"  was  a  demanding  refectorian. 
Immaculate  in  his  own  person,  he  exacted 
cleanliness  and  gentlemanly  behavior  of  all 
"his  boys;"  but,  as  former  students 
testify,  his  rigidity  could  relax  as  he 
provided,  in  off-hours,  the  cookies,  cakes, 
and  sweets  students  crave. 

In  1953,  almost  as  an  act  of  retirement, 
he  took  over  the  monastic  tailor  shop.  In  his 
meticulous  way  he  entered  into  a 
soon-dog-eared  notebook  every  monastic 
habit  he  made  for  members  of  the 
community.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  the 
Benedictine  habits  he  had  sewn  numbered 
in  the  several  hundreds.  It  was  a  matter  of 


BRO.  LEODEGAR 

great  humor  with  him  when  someone  in  the 
years  of  the  late  60' s  pitted  measurements 
against  those  recorded  in  the  50's. 

Bro.  Leodegar  Ochsenkuehn  was  born  in 
Untermaessing,  Bavaria  on  October  1, 
1891.  More  than  fifty  years  of  his  life  he 
dedicated  to  the  loving  service  of  God  at 
Belmont  Abbey.  When  he  was  buried,  with 
a  concelebrated  Mass  on  August  14,  1973, 
the  community,  and  years  and  years  of 
students,  were  aware  of  his  tremendous 
contribution  to  this  Abbey  and  to  their 
individual  lives. 


OBLATE  NOTES 

The  first  scheduled  meeting  of  the 
Oblates  of  St.  Benedict  for  this  school  year 
took  place  on  September  16,  the  3rd 
Sunday  of  the  month.  It  was  held  in  the 
monastery  by  Fr.  Prior  Peter  Stragand. 
This  was  because  of  a  conflict  with  a 
student  Mass  scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  It 
will  be  the  regular  place  of  meeting.  After 
the  Mass,  in  which  the  change  was 
explained,  Fr.  Peter  announced  adjourn- 
ment to  the  Oak  Room  of  the 
Administration  Building.  Here,  refresh- 
ments were  served  while  the  members 
gathered  in  small  clusters  to  bring  the 
membership  up  to  date.  There  it  was 
learned  that  Dot  King  and  Mary  Beatty  had 
accompanied  Bishop  Begley  of  Charlotte  to 
Notre  Dame  for  a  Charismatic  Conference. 
LIpon  their  return  the  two  oblates  put  on  a 
24  hour  "Community  in  the  Spirit"  for 
families  at  Camp  Marywood  .  .  .  Frank 
Gulli,  chairman  of  the  Liturgical  Committee 
at  St.  Patrick's  in  Charlotte  recently 
conducted  a  highly  praised  course  in 
Liturgy  ...  Ed  Driscoll,  working  with  the 
Campus  Ministry  of  the  College,  opened 
the  8  weeks  course  on  Human  Sexuality  .  .  . 
Fran  Driscoll  was  one  of  the  participants  on 
the  TV  panel  "Choose  Life"  .  .  .  Dot 
Shaver  attended  a  summer  school  for 
campus  nurses  and  is  back  at  the  College 
even  better  fortified  to  care  for  ailing 
students  .  .  .  Nancy  West  has  published 
articles  on  cerebral  palsy  resulting  from 
her  interviews  with   patients   .    .    . 


Dear  Friends: 

During  the  month  of  October,  we  are  in  the  height  of  the  Fall  Season  at  the  Abbey, 
and  this  is  indeed  one  of  the  most  beautiful  seasons  of  the  year.  It  is  also  a  time  of 
many  spiritual  blessings,  as  October  is  the  month  of  the  Holy  Rosary,  a  month 
especially  dedicated  to  Mary.  Our  Abbey  and  its  Cathedral  Church  are  dedicated  to 
Mary,  and  I  believe  she  will  be  the  greatest  aid  in  our  work  and  for  our  spiritual 
development  if  we  only  humbly  and  generously  place  ourselves  under  her  protection. 

Mary  is  Mother  of  God  and  because  of 
her  unique  position,  she  is  able  to  obtain 
much  for  us  before  the  Tlirone  of  her 
Divine  Son.  Tliis  Abbey  has  always  been 
Marian  in  its  orientation,  and  I  urge  all  of 
you,  our  friends  and  benefactors,  to 
increase  your  prayers  to  Mary  this  fall,  so 
that  she  will  obtain  many  favors  for  you 
and  also  shower  Belmont  Abbey  and  its 
apostolates  with  unique  blessings,  both 
materially  and  spiritually. 

Clirist   told   us   to   ask  and  we  will 
receive,  so  I  beg  of  you  to  storm  heaven 
on  our  behalf  so  that  we  will  grow  and  prosper  in  the  years  ahead.  It  is  to  Mary  that 
our  Abbey  is  consecrated,  and  it  is  through  her  that  we  will  be  successful. 
With  every  blessing,  I  remain 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 


(The  Right  Rev.)  Edmund  F.  McCaffrey,  O.  S.  B. 
Abbot  Ordinary 
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PER  ARDUA  AD  ASTRA 

Belmont  Abbey  Observatory  Results 
From  Chain  Of  Unforeseen  Events 

The  Belmont  Abbey  College  Observatory  was  never  planned;  like 
Topsie  it  just  'growed.'  But  'growed'  by  the  interest  and  support  of 
friends  of  the  Abbey. 

This  endeavor  to  reach  the  heavens  (as  suggested  by  the  R.A.F. 
motto  above)  began  in  1957  when  a  spectacular  comet  splashed  the 
skies  from  April  through  May. 

A  pair  of  Japanese  naval  night  glasses  was  the  first  and  only 
instrument  available.  When  the  comet  left  our  skies  the  moon 
became  the  next  object  of  observation  .  .  .  and  so  the  idea  'growed.' 

The  fact  that  a  noted  Canadian  theologian  broke  his  arm  was  a 
link  in  the  chain  of  circumstances  leading  to  more  sophisticated 
observation  of  the  stars,  for  the  present  director  of  the  Observatory 
replaced  Msgr.  Davis  at  Bar  Harbor,  Maine  for  several  weeks.  The 
result  was  the  presentation  of  a  4-inch  refractor  telescope  by  Fr. 
Edward  Fitzpatrick,  the  local  pastor,  to  the  Abbey's  Fr.  Bertrand 
Pattison. 

The  winds  that  blow  across  Spencer  Mountain  from  Chicago 
during  the  months  of  December  and  January  are  a  serious  deterrent 
to  any  but  the  hardiest  enthusiast  watching  the  skies  at  night. 
Another  unconnected  circumstance  was  instrumental  in  answering 
this  challenge. 

A  boat-builder  near  Statesville,  N.  C.  had  taken  the  atom  bomb 
threat  seriously.  He  built,  but  failed  to  sell,  a  number  of  fiber  glass 
shelters. 

Fr.  Bertrand  and  the  Statesville  boat-builder  combined  their  skills 
to  produce  what  must  have  been  the  first  (1959)  fiber  glass 
observatory  dome  in  the  U.  S.  A. 

With  funds  from  Fr.  Fitzpatrick — now  an  enthusiastic 
supporter — and  the  ingenuity  of  Dr.  Joseph  Mathews  and  the 
science  staff  of  the  College,  a  permanent  housing  and  observatory 
appeared  on  the  roof  of  the  "old  science  building." 

But  what  is  an  astronomy  department  without  a  planetarium? 

This  time  it  was  the  local  support  of  Mr.  Bud  Gallagher  and 
Associates  who  supplied  the  means  of  installing  a  very  adequate 
planetarium  in  the  top  floor  of  St.  Leo's  Hall. 

Belmont  Abbey  College  became  the  first  campus  in  North 
Carolina  to  have  both  an  observatory  and  planetarium  in 
combination.  The  facilities  made  possible  the  introduction  of 
Astronomy  into  the  curriculum,  a  field  that  has  grown  in  student 
interest.  Also,  the  occasion  was  present  to  give  special  courses  to 
local  high  school  teachers  confronted  with  space-minded  students. 

In  the  meantime  every  trip  to  Bar  Harbor  made  by  Fr.  Bertrand  as 
summer  parochial  assistant  resulted  in  an  enrichment  of  telescopes. 
Soon  the  roof  of  the  science  building  became  too  small  for  the 
classes  and  visitors  interested  in  viewing  the  heavens. 

The  year  1970  marked  the  peak  of  lunar  exploration  and  the  year 
that  the  Abbey  Observatory  moved  to  the  new  Gaston  Science  Hall 
on  the  S.  W.  area  of  the  campus. 

Friends  at  Northeast  Harbor,  Maine  funded  the  rebuilding  of  the 
Observatory  and  made  possible  the  acquisition  of  a  12-inch 
Cassegraine  telescope,  just  recently  installed.  The  mirrors  for  this 
instrument  were  made  twenty-five  years  ago  by  Mr.  B.  T.  Dickson 
of  Gastonia,  and  given  to  the  College. 

A  roof-top  ceremony  dedicated  the  Observatory  "at  Quarter 
Moon,  May,  1973"  to  the  generous  benefactors  who  have  made  the 
whole  thing  possible. 

The  question  arises,  when  will  the  planetarium  find  its  way  to  the 
same  site  as  the  Observatory?  Who  knows  what  kind  accident  or 
circumstance  will  bring  about  this  important  improvement?  Who 
knows  what  the  stars  say  in  this  regard? 


Fr.    Bertrand    is    shown    above    inside    the    Observatory 
inspecting  the  newly   installed  telescope. 


Abbey  Notes: 


On  October  20,  Brothers  Linus  and  Wayne  will  make  their 
monastic  profession  .  .  .  Fr.  Hugh  has  recovered  sufficiently 
from  his  recent  heart  attack  to  resume  his  duties  as  pastor  in 
Monroe,  N.  C.  .  .  .  Fr.  Aloysius,  however,  still  struggles 
against  serious  illness  in  Savannah  where  he  is  chaplain  at  St. 
Joseph's  Hospital.  Prayers  are  urgently  asked  for  him  .  .  . 
The  newly  renovated  community  center  in  Belmont  has  been 
named  The  J.  Paul  Ford  Recreation  Center  to  honor  Ford,  an 
alumnus  of  the  Abbey  and  member  of  Advisory  Board  of  the 
College  .  .  .  The  Admissions  Office  of  the  College  lists  622  as 
the  total  enrollment  this  first  semester  .  .  .  Lefty  Diresell, 
Maryland  basketball  coach,  will  deliver  the  address  at  the 
Abbey's  Second  Annual  Tip-off  Dinner  on  October  9  .  .  .  The 
national  -  playoff  -  conscious  soccer  team  of  the  College  now 
stands  5-1-1.  Their  only  loss:  UNC  of  Chapel  Hill,  played  here 
at  the  Abbey  .  .  .  On  September  21,  Miss  Alexandrine 
Louradour  completed  25  years  of  service  to  the  College  .  .  . 
State  highway  surveyors  have  been  observing  Abbey  property 
during  the  past  few  weeks  in  preparation  for  the  hoped-for 
re-routing  of  the  infamous  curve  fronting  the  Cathedral  .  .  . 
Fr.  Anselm,  having  completed  his  double-volume  text  for 
Medieval  History,  has  undertaken  the  task  of  writing  the 
history  of  Belmont  Abbev  for  the  centennial  of  1976. 


Page  Four 

Belmont  Abbey 
Historical  Notes 

Editor's  Note:  James  B.  Stader  from  Latrobe.  Pa.,  a 
cousin  of  Bishop  Leo  Haid,  was  a  student  at  the  Abbey 
from  1898  to  1900.  In  a  letter  written  in  1947  he  recalled 
events  that  happened  during  his  stay  at  the  College. 
The  following  is  his  recollection  of  the  fire  that 
destroyed  the  Administration  Building  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century. 

You  all  have  heard  of  the  great  fire  of 
May,  1900.  Well,  in  the  early  morning 
hours  we  were  awakened  by  Brothers 
running  through  the  dormitory  and  by  the 
clapping  of  the  Prefects,  and  we  could  see 
a  red  glow  outside.  The  blaze  was  still  on 
the  top  floor. 

I  saw  Joe  Kelly  and  Paul  Haid  and  Heidt 
(I  think  maybe  Diehl)  and  I  went  up  to  our 
locker  room  and  tied  up  some  of  our 
belongings  in  a  bundle  and  tossed  them  out 
the  windows  to  those  below.  Others  did  the 
same. 

Bishop  Leo  was  upstairs  and,  in  fact,  was 
all  over  the  building.  The  poor  man  was 
frantic. 

The  fire  continued  and  came  down  the 
various  floors  at  the  west  stairway,  burning 
eastwardly.  We  could  stand  at  the  large 
double  doors  and  see  it.  We  were  helpless, 
with  no  fire  equipment  or  flowing  water. 
We  had  a  sort  of  bucket  brigade  on  the 
second  floor  and  also  on  the  first.  I  recall 
someone  trying  to  save  some  exhibits  in 
the  Museum  on  the  first  floor. 

The  heavy  brick  walls  and  the  closed 
doors  stopped  the  fire  so  that  only  the  new 
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LIBRARIAN  TO  ATLANTA 
FOR  POP  CULTURE  ASSN. 

Abbey  Librarian  Don  Cresswell  spoke 
recently  in  Atlanta  before  the  Popular 
Culture  Association  on  the  subject  "How 
the  Common  People  saw  the  American 
Revolution  in  Contemporary  Drawings  and 
Prints." 

Cresswell's  topic 
grew  out  of  research 
he  has  conducted  on 
the  pictorial  record  of 
the  American  Revo- 
lution as  found  in 
prints,  maps,  and 
cartoons  in  the 
collections  of  the 
Library  of  Congress,  CRESSWELL 

the  British  Museum,  and  the  Bibliotheque 
Nationale. 

Cresswell  argued  that  the  view  of  the 
Revolutionary  cause  at  the  time  was 
influenced  by  contemporary  art  conven- 
tions, the  political  views  of  the  artists,  and 
the  technology  of  the  age.  The  wide  use  of 
woodcuts,  mezzotints,  and  allegory  in 
cartooning  was  demonstrated. 

The  speaker  has  edited  a  book  on  the 
holdings  of  the  Library  of  Congress  in  this 
field  which  the  Library  is  shortly  to 
publish. 


Popular  Teacher,  Former  Dept.  Head, 
Isabelle  Hart,  Dies  In  Charlotte 


MRS.  ISABELLE  HART 


part  was  completely  ruined.  Also  the  wind 
changed,  so  they  said. 

At  one  place  I  chanced  to  meet  Bishop 
Leo  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  bewildered  and 
all.  He  said  to  me,  "James,  my  life's  work 
is  lost."  He  gave  me  a  bag  of  jewels  to 
keep  for  him.  Later  in  the  day  I  went  over 
to  his  rooms  and  returned  them.  Frs. 
Bernard,  Aloysius,  Melchior,  Felix, 
Ignatius  and  others  were  there. 

For  many  years  after,  I  kept  pictures  of 
the  ruins  sent  me  by  some  who  had 
cameras. 

All  our  trunks  and  some  clothing  were 
lost.  Guess  I  was  lucky,  my  good  suit  was 
at  the  cleaners. 

School  was  soon  dismissed.  There  were 
no  more  classes  as  only  a  short  time 
remained  in  the  term  and  no  one  was  in  the 
mood  to  continue.  No  final  tests  were 
given,  else  I  may  not  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Class  of  1900. 


A  memorial  service  for  Mrs.  Isabelle 
Hart  was  held  in  Charlotte  on  September 
17.  Mrs.  Hart  had  been  a  long-time  faculty 
member  of  Belmont  Abbey  College  and 
had  served  as  chairman  of  the  Department 
of  Economics  and  Business. 

During  her  years  at  the  College  Mrs. 
Hart  had  built  a  reputation  that  was 
recalled  when  D.  Gilbert  Farley  delivered 
her  eulogy.  "She  was  a  good  teacher,"  Dr. 
Farley  said,  quoting  students  who  had 
learned  of  her  death. 

Dr.  Farley  cited  other  characteristics  of 
Mrs.  Hart:  her  professionalism,  her 
experience,  her  sense  of  responsibility,  her 
ethical  awareness. 

At  Vassar  College  Isabelle  Hart  earned 
her  A.  B.  in  1929  and  later  did  graduate 
work  at  Duke  University  where  she  took  a 
Master's  degree.  During  the  years  of 
World  War  II  she  was  a  supervisor  and 
manager  at  the  Naval  Ammunition  Depot 
in  Charlotte.  She  was  active  in  business 
and  civic  groups  in  the  community  and  was 
nominated  for  the  Golden  Rose  Award  by 
the  Business  and  Professional  Women's 
Club. 

"Perhaps",  said  Dr.  Farley,  "I  remem- 
ber Isabelle  Hart  best  of  all  from  my  visit 
with  her  shortly  after  her  65th  birthday  last 
month.  .  .  .her  physician  had  told  her  there 
was  no  hope.  When  she  told  me  this  she 
evidently  was  disturbed  but  not  really 
broken  up  nor  defeated.  She  said:  T  had 
been  hoping  against  hope.'  But  after  a 
moment  of  reflection  she  then  said:  'But  I 
have  no  regrets — I  have  done  the  things  in 
life  I  have  wanted.  I  married  the  man  I 
wanted,  I  had  a  wonderful  and  successful 
daughter  and  a  beautiful  granddaughter, 
and  I  became  a  successful  teacher.'  " 

The  President  of  the  College,  Fr.  John 
Bradley.  Abbot  Walter  Coggin.  and  Mrs. 
Jean  S.  Moore  took  part  in  the  memorial 
service  which  was  attended  by  faculty, 
students,  and  friends  of  Mrs.  Hart. 
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0  Come  All  Ye  Faithful  .  .  . 

Choir  boys  throughout  the  world  will  soon  be  heralding  the 
coming  of  Christ  among  men. 

Here,  at  the  Abbey,  we  will  join  in  that  celebration  with 
elaborate  liturgical  rites  during  the  Christmas  season.  As  the 
community  joins  with  Abbot  Edmund  in  offering  the  Mass  of  the 
Nativity  of  Christ,  all  who  are  associated  with  us  in  the  work  of 
Belmont  Abbey — our  students,  their  parents  and  families,  our 
alumni,  all  our  benefactors  and  friends — will  be  especially 
remembered  in  our  prayers. 


Vandalized  Abbot 
Regains  Crosier 

For  nearly  a  year  the  statue  of  St. 
Benedict  stood  before  the  Abbey  Cathedral 
shorn  of  the  crook  of  his  crosier.  As  the 
accompanying  picture  shows  the  figure 
seemed  equipped  with  only  an  unadorned 
walking  staff. 

The  curved  ornamental  crown  of  the  pole 
was  mysteriously  broken  off  one  week-end 
evening.  Various  theories  were  advanced 
but  a  satisfactory  explanation  for  the 
damage  was  never  widely-circulated. 

The  symbolic  tip  was  recovered,  how- 
ever; and,  through  the  craftsmanship  of  M. 
Luc  Rahier,  the  crosier  has  been  made 
firmly  integral,  transforming  St.  Benedict 
from  an  apparent  pilgrim  to  a  stable  abbot. 
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Editor  Gives  Talks 
To  Abbey  Community 

Fr.  Kenneth  Baker,  S.J.,  editor  of 
"Homiletic  and  Pastoral  Review"  will  give 
two  talks  to  the  monastic  community  on 
December  18. 

In  the  afternoon  Fr.  Baker  will  speak  on 
new  developments  in  Canon  Law,  and  in 
the  evening  lecture  will  discuss  The 
Intellectual  Apostolate. 

A  student  of 
Karl  Rahner  at  the 
University  of  Inns- 
bruck, Fr.  Baker 
earned  his  doctor- 
ate in  religious 
studies  at  Mar- 
quette University. 
Subsequently  he 
taught  theology 
and  became  chair- 
man of  the  depart- 
ment at  Gonzaga 


Commemorative  Service 
Held  In  November 

Pictured  below  is  a  view  of  an  earlier 
procession  of  the  monastic  community  to 
the  cemetery  for  the  annual  commemora- 
tion of  the  dead. 

This  year's  observance,  held  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  November,  was  especially 
touching  as  the  passing  of  long-time 
members  of  the  community  since  the 
previous  ceremony  was  recalled:  Bro. 
Aegidius  and  Bro.  Leodegar.  Among 
others,  the  deaths  during  last  year  of  Dr. 
Joseph  Mathews,  Mrs.  Isabelle  Hart,  Lee 
Perkins — close  associates  of  the  commu- 
nity— and  the  mothers  of  Fr.  David,  Fr. 
Kenneth  and  Fr.  Raymond  urge  us  all  to  a 
continual  remembrance  of  the  faithful 
departed. 
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FR.  BAKER 


University  in  Spokane.  In  January,  1970  he 
was  appointed  president  of  Seattle 
University,  a  position  he  held  until 
November  of  last  year.  His  firm  stand 
against  unreasonable  student  demands 
won  national  recognition.  As  a  guest  on 
William  Buckley's  "Firing  Line"  he 
discussed  the  nature  of  a  Catholic  college. 
Fr.  Baker's  editorial  stance  in  his 
present  office  has  been  described  as 
"having  one  foot  firmly  set  in  the  traditions 
of  the  Church  and  one  foot  reaching  out 
into  the  future." 
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Together  with  her  staff  from  Gaston  Mental  Health  Clinic,  Oblate  Rose  Forrest  has 
begun  classes  in  basic  training  for  retarded  children,  held  twice  weekly  at  Holy  Angels 
Nursery  in  Belmont  .  .  .  Mary  Beatty  was  a  coordinator  for  the  Southeastern  Charismatic 
Conference  held  in  Augusta  at  the  end  of  November  .  .  .  Delegates  to  the  Liturgical 
Conference  in  Savannah  were  Frank  and  Florence  Gulli  and  Nancy  West  who  reported  on 
the  speakers  and  workshops  at  a  November  meeting  of  the  Oblates  .  .  .  Dot  King  designed 
and  executed  a  colorful  banner  used  during  the  liturgy  on  Thanksgiving  Day  .  .  .  The 
Belmont  Abbey  Chapter  of  Oblates  sorely  miss  the  loss  of  Dr.  Joseph  Mathews,  a  faithful 
member.  Following  a  long  illness,  Dr.  Mathews  died  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  was  buried 
on  October  14  in  the  Abbey  Cemetery  ...  At  a  Mass  for  the  chapter  on  December  9,  Mrs. 
Mary  Pardo,  Mrs.  Beatrice  Dellinger,  and  Mrs.  Louis  Rubint  were  received  as  novices. 
On  the  same  occasion  Oblation  was  made  by  Frank  and  Florence  Gulli,  Mrs.  Romualda 
Guryn,  and  Mrs.  Dean  Yarbray.  After  the  evening  liturgy,  the  annual  Christmas  party 
was  held  in  the  Oak  Room  of  the  College. 


ABBEY  NOTES  .  .  . 

Among  recent  guests  were  Abbot  Gilbert 
Hess  of  Blue  Cloud  Abbey  in  South  Dakota, 
Fr.  John  Serrano  from  the  diocese  of 
Rockville  Center  and  Fr.  Raymond  Farre 
from  the  Trenton  diocese  who  made  their 
annual  retreat  at  the  Abbey  .  .  .  Fr.  Oscar 
spoke  to  parishioners  of  Annunciation 
Church  in  Albermarle  on  the  topic  Respect 
for  Life.  And  during  the  youth  emphasis 
week  of  this  movement,  the  monks  invited 
about  ten  collegians  each  evening  to  have 
dinner  in  the  monastic  refectory  .  .  .  Abbot 
Edmund's  schedule  has  taken  him  to 
Atlanta  for  a  meeting  of  the  Ordinaries  of 
the  province,  to  Washington  for  the 
National  Meeting  of  the  Bishops,  to 
Augusta  for  a  special  clergy  conference  on 
Charismatic  Renewal.  In  past  weeks  the 
Abbot    gave    talks    at    St.    Louis    Church 


(Alexandria,  Va.)  and  at  St.  Patrick's 
Church  (Smithtown,  L.I.,  New  York).  At 
the  Southeastern  Liturgical  Conference  in 
Savannah  the  Abbot  was  present,  along 
with  Fr.  Kenneth,  Fr.  Oscar  and  several 
students  .  .  .  Fr.  David,  Abbey  archivist, 
took  part  in  the  Twenty-Ninth  Institute: 
Introduction  to  Modern  Archives  Admini- 
stration at  the  National  Archives  in 
Washington  .  .  .  Mr.  James  Toman  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  has  been  received  into  the 
novitiate,  and  Mr.  Juan  de  Cardenas  of 
Akron,  Ohio  has  been  accepted  as  a 
postulant  ...  A  heart  attack  confined  Fr. 
Hugh  to  hospital  in  Morganton  for  almost  a 
month.  Recovering  satisfactorily,  as  is  Fr. 
Gabriel  who  underwent  operation  in 
Richmond.  Fr.  Aloysius  makes 
encouraging  progress  at  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital  in  Savannah.  Aged  Fr.  Maurus  is 


confined  to  his  infirmary  room  after  a  brief 
stint  in  Mercy  Hospital.  Pray  for  all  sick!  .  . 
Fr.  James  is  giving  a  series  of  lectures  on 
the  Gospel  of  Matthew  in  the  Adult 
Education  program  of  St.  Patrick's  parish 
in  Charlotte  .  .  .  Fr.  Jerome  spoke  in 
Cornelius,  N.C.  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Cornelius  Methodist  Church  on  Reforma- 
tion Day  .  .  .  During  Advent  weekly 
community  conferences  following  Vespers 
are  being  given  by  Fr.  Arthur,  Fr.  Oscar, 
Fr.  John  ...  On  November  28  the  members 
of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Priests  Councils,  meeting  for 
retreat  at  Sacred  Heart,  joined  the 
monastic  community  for  concelebrated 
Mass  and  dinner.  Some  thirty  priests  from 
all  over  the  country  were  our  guests  .  .  . 

(continued  on  page  4) 


Dear  Friends: 

By  December,  the  architects  will  have  completed  plans 
for  a  new  monastery  for  Belmont  Abbey.  It  is  my  earnest 
hope  that  we  will  not  have  to  delay  construction  due  to  our 
shaky  financial  condition,  as  each  day  finds  us  faced  with 
ever  increasing  costs.  Since  we  are  in  the  most  non-Catholic 
region  in  the  United  States  and  can  make  only  limited 
appeals  for  aid  and  assistance  for  our  monastery,  I  appeal 
to  you  to  help  us  contact  as  many  persons  as  possible  to 
make  this  dream  a  reality.  Our  present  monastery  is  a  fire 
trap  and  if  a  fire  occurred,  the  loss  to  the  Church  in  the 
southeast  would  be  incalculable. 

We  are  designing  our  new  monastery  as  a  domestic 
structure,  and  by  so  doing  we  will  save  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  million  dollars.  Nevertheless,  to  adequately  fulfill 
our  present  needs,  we  will  probably  be  faced  with  costs  in 
the  neighborhood  of  a  million-and-a-half  dollars.  We  do  not 
have  these  funds. 

Can  you  help  us?  Do  you  know  of  others  who  would 
like  to  leave  a  memorial  to  some  loved  one  and  at  the  same 
time  help  do  God's  work? 

Please  write  me  soon,  and  in  the  meantime,  I  can  assure  you  of  our  prayers  each  and  every  day. 

With  esteem  and  good  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 

(The  Right  Rev.)  Edmund  F.  McCaffrey,  O.S.B. 
Abbot  Ordinary 
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Man's  Past  In  Americas 
Told  In  Alumnus'  Book 


College  Dean  Hopes 
For  Flying  Club 

Talk  about  flying  to  Fr.  James  Solari, 
Dean  of  the  College,  and  whatever 
academic  problems  might  plague  him 
disappear.  His  eyes  flash  with  infectious 
excitement  and  he  speaks  with  knowledge- 
able enthusiasm  about  a  hobby  that  has 
been  a  life-long  interest. 

Studies  abroad,  in  Rome  and  Jerusalem, 
plus  teaching  committments  at  the  Abbey 
as  Professor  of  Scripture,  delayed  the 
fulfillment  of  his  dream  to  be  a  pilot  until 
1972  when  he  was  licensed  as  a  student.  In 
minimum  time  he  gained  his  private  pilot 
license  and,  since  then,  has  demonstrated 
the  utility  of  his  training. 

Frequently  he  flies  to  outlying  mission 
churches  which  his  crowded  schedule 
might  otherwise  prevent  him  from  serving. 
He  has,  at  times,  "delivered"  other 
members  of  the  community  to  equally 
far-flung  parochial  committments. 

On  campus,  too,  his  familiarity  with 
flying  has  been  of  special  help.  Fr.  James 
holds  weekly  sessions  of  a  ground  school 
unit  composed  of  students  interested  in 
preparing  for  the  FA  A  exam.  A  fond  hope 
of  this  air-minded  contingent  is  to  form  an 
Abbey  Flying  Club.  The  present  greatest 
obstacle  to  this  ambition  is  the  lack  of  a 
plane. 

But  neither  Fr.  James  nor  the  students 
are  wholly  dismayed.  Five  tickets  on  a 
December  22  raffle  of  a  Cessna  172  have 
them  reviving  a  belief  in  Santa  Claus. 

"If  the  raffle  doesn't  go  our  way,"  says 
Fr.  James,  "there's  always  a  chance  that 
someone,  somewhere,  might  want  to 
replace  their  present  small  plane  and  gain 
a  tax-deduction  by  donating  the  old  craft  to 
the  College."  (Clouds  encourage  such 
fantasies!) 

Until  the  College  has  its  own  plane,  Fr. 


Abbey  alumnus  George  E.  Stuart  and  his 
wife  have  co-authored  a  book  recently 
published  by  the  National  Geographical 
Society. 

Discovering  Man's  Past  in  the  Americas 
chronicles  human  development  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere  from  Ice  Age 
wanderers  to  builders  of  mighty  empires 
that  astounded  16th-century  Spanish 
conquistadors.  The  setting  for  the  story 
reaches  from  Alaska  to  the  tip  of  the  South 
America. 

Illustrated   with   drawings,    maps,    and 

James  will  continue,  when  possible,  to  rent 
from  nearby  Gastonia's  airport. 

The  longest  cross-country  flight  the 
priest-aviator  has  made  was  a  trip  last 
summer  to  Denver,  Colorado.  Once  there, 
accompanied  by  Fr.  Jude,  he  explored  by 
camper  some  2800  miles  of  territory, 
visiting,  among  other  places,  Rocky 
Mountain  Park,  Yellowstone,  and  the 
Grand  Canyon. 

Fr.  James  shrugs  off  what  campus- 
rumor  exaggerated  into  a  "forced 
landing."  Returning  from  Myrtle  Beach 
after  a  missionary  assignment,  he  noticed 
that  the  plane's  alternator  was  broken. 
When  the  alternator  belt  began  flapping 
loosely  near  the  propeller  Fr.  James  made 
a  landing  at  the  Pageland,  S.C.,  airfield. 
"Purely  precautionary,"  he  insists. 

However  disturbing  the  experience 
might  sound  to  a  non-flyer,  it  doesn't  in  the 
least  daunt  Fr.  James'  plans:  he  will 
continue  to  fly;  and,  Santa  assisting,  he'll 
yet  get  his  Abbey  Flying  Club  into  the 
"wild  blue  yonder." 


nearly  200  photographs,  the  book  exhibits 
works  of  art  in  gold,  jade,  mica,  and  stone 
that  display  the  abilities  of  ancient  artists. 
The  beauty  of  ritual  objects  and  everyday 
goods  reveals  the  patience  and  skill  of  the 
craftsmen  who  made  them. 

In  an  Introduction,  Matthew  W.  Stirling 
writes:  "In  this  book  authors  George  and 
Gene  Stuart  deal  with  the  complex  subject 
of  American  archeology  both  chronologi- 
cally and  regionally.  The  wide  variation  in 
cultural  levels  is  made  clear  in  descriptions 
of  the  simple  hunting  and  gathering  groups 
that  existed  throughout  both  continents  .  .  . 

"The  human  side  of  archeology,  so 
rarely  stressed  in  scientific  monographs,  is 
with  us  throughout  the  Stuarts'  presenta- 
tion. They  have  the  facility  of  making  the 
subject  live,  whether  describing  a 
mammoth  kill  or  the  majesty  of  a  200-foot- 
high  Maya  pyramid  enveloped  by  the 
jungle." 

A  staff  member  of  the  National 
Geographical  Society  since  1960,  Stuart  is 
credited  with  the  compilation  of  what  have 
been  described  as  "two  brilliantly  con- 
ceived" maps,  "The  Nile  Valley,  Land  of 
the  Pharaohs"  and  "Archeological  Map  of 
Middle  America." 

George  Stuart's  latest  contribution  to 
archeology  stirs  memories  in  many  of  his 
former  teachers  at  the  Abbey  who  recall  his 
cherished  fragments  of  Indian  pottery  and 
arrowheads  gathered,  while  a  student, 
near  the  Wateree  River  close  to  his  home  in 
Camden,  S.C.  It  was  these  early  findings, 
his  book  says,  that  "opened  up  an 
exciting  new  world  .  .  .  (and)  decided  my 
future  as  an  archeologist." 


Authors  George  and  Gene  Stuart  and  their  four  children  join  Arthur  R.  Kelly  of  the 
University  of  Georgia  on  an  excavation  site  near  Atlanta. 
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Custodian  Of  Abbey  Cemetery 
Is  Man  Of  Many  Interests 


Brother  Eugene  is  a  man  of  many 
moods.  Not  moody,  but  adaptable  to  the 
many  seasons  of  life  as  St.  Thomas  More 
was  said  to  have  been. 

While  tending  the  grounds  of  the 
monastic  cemetery,  where  he  spends  most 
of  his  working  day,  Brother  Eugene  moves 
among  the  weathered  tombstones  with  a 
solemn  determination  to  get  things  done. 
His  New  England  brow  is  seriously  set  with 
lines  as  deeply  delved  as  the  epitaphs 
engraved  on  the  marble  and  granite  slabs 
all  around  him. 

That  creased  face  is  transformed  on  his 
walk  back  to  the  monastery.  Like  a  gnome 
emerging  from  the  trees'  shadows,  he  is  all 
buoyancy  and  with  a  rollicking  call  might 
greet  a  distant  student  with  his  unfailing 
compliment:  "Gee  whiz!  You're  looking 
good!" 

Back  within  the  cloister  he  pursues  his 
life  of  prayer — community  worship,  spiri- 
tual reading,  private  devotions —  with  staid 
recollection. 

That  recollection  is  flexible  enough  to 
include  all  the  interests  of  the  Abbey. 
Monastic  affairs,  college  activities,  the 
needs  and  ambitions  of  confreres  and 
students  are  never  beyond  his  concern  or 
complete  assistance.  And  recollection  for 
Brother  Eugene  never  excludes  a  joviality 
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BRO.  EUGENE 

Fr.  Cuthbert 
Named  'Emeritus' 

After  45  years  of  teaching  in  the  College, 
Fr.  Cuthbert  has  been  named  Professor 
Emeritus  of  Sociology  by  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  communicating  the  Board's  approval 
of  his  recommendation,  the  President  of 
the  College,  Fr.  John  Bradley,  warned 
against  the  notion  that  the  new  title 
"heralds  in  some  way  your  retirement  from 
the  College." 

To  Fr.  Cuthbert  the  President  wrote,  "I 
look  forward  for  years  to  come  to  your 
wonderful  presence  here  on  campus  and  to 
all  the  help  you  give  me  in  so  many 
different  areas." 


that  can  make  recreation  even  raucous. 

Born  in  Danvers,  Mass.,  Brother  Eugene 
came  to  Belmont  after  military  service  that 
took  him  to  Europe  for  several  years. 
Professed  since  1955,  he  has  fit  into  the 
Southern  way  of  life  without  losing  the 
sharpness  of  his  accent  or  his  intense 
support  of  the  athletic  programs  of  Boston 
College  and  the  adventures  of  the  New 
England  Patriots. 

The  athletic  program  at  the  Abbey  has 
no  stronger  follower,  however,  and  over 
the  years  Brother's  enthusiasm  has  made 
him  a  favorite  fan  with  student  players  in 
every  sport. 

Like  many  with  a  hearing  weakness, 
Brother  Eugene  transfers  his  personal 
infirmity  to  others  and  invariably  converses 
with  a  vociferous  consideration  for  the 
deaf.  A  pet  peeve  is  his  frequent  inability 
to  hear  readings  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral. 
His  attempts  to  overcome  this  have  often 
produced  a  mysterious  whine  in  the  church 
as  he  sets  his  hearing  aid  to  the  utmost 
limit.  Made  aware  of  the  disturbance,  he 
flushes  with  embarrassment;  but  monks 
around  him  in  choir  only  smile,  recognizing 
the  sound  as  a  further  sign  of  Brother 
Eugene's  endless  efforts  to  grow  more 
knowing  in  the  Word  and  the  Ways  of  God. 

Soccer  Coach,  Players 
Win  NAIA  Honors 

For  the  seventh  consecutive  season, 
Abbey  soccer  mentor  Stan  Dudko  has  been 
named  NAIA  Coach  of  the  Year  for  District 
Twenty-Six. 

Three  Abbey  players  were  also 
recognized  by  the  NAIA.  Brothers  Bill  and 
Mousadak  Soussi  were  acclaimed  District 
All  Stars,  and,  together  with  Brian 
Murphy,  were  named  to  the  All  NAIA 
Regional  Team. 

The  Abbey  completed  its  season  with  a 
12-3-2  record.  The  Regional  Championship 
was  lost  to  Erskine  College  after  five 
overtime  periods  in  a  putative  record- 
breaking  playing  time  of  127  minutes  and 
49  seconds. 


BRO.  EUGENE  AT  WORK 

ABBEY  NOTES  (cont.) 
Over  mid-semester  break  Bro.  Gregory 
accompanied  students  on  a  camping  trip  to 
historic  Williamsburg  and  Jamestown  .  .  . 
Critical  acclaim  was  high  for  Bro.  Linus' 
singing  on  the  program  of  the  students' 
concert  at  Sacred  Heart  College  .  .  .  The 
gift  of  a  sailboat  for  use  at  the  community's 
house  on  Lake  Norman  has  shown  many  a 
monk  to  be  a  mariner  .  .  .  Fr.  Francis 
helped  direct  the  Second  Women's  Cursillo 
in  Asheville  where,  he  says,  he  spent  the 
week-end  on  kitchen  duty  .  .  .  The 
Sears-Roebuck  Foundation  made  an 
unrestricted  grant  of  $1,000  to  the  College  . 
.  .  In  Mid-November  a  slide  lecture  on 
"Flora  of  the  Amazon"  highlighted  a 
Science  Department  Open  House  designed 
especially  for  high  school  students  con- 
sidering science  careers.  Dr.  Jeanne 
Stuart,  Biology  Department  head,  directed 
the  affair  .  .  .  John  Chappell  delighted  a 
Student  Union  audience  the  evening  of 
Nov.  14  with  his  show  "Mark  Twain  on 
Stage"  ...  A  few  days  earlier  recording 
artist  Harry  Chapin  gave  a  concert  in  the 
Haid  Center  .  .  .  Fall  term  production  for 
the  Abbey  Players  was  "A  View  From  the 
Bridge"  by  Arthur  Miller. 
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Apostolic  Delegate  And  Ordinaries 
Gather  At  Abbey  For  St.  Benedict's  Day 


Archbishop  Jean  Jadot,  Apostolic  Dele- 
gate to  the  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  will  be  the  main  concelebrant  and 
homilist  at  the  Mass  commemorating  the 
Feast  of  St.  Benedict  on  21  March  in  the 
Abbey  Cathedral.  Joining  in  the  offering  of 
the  Mass  will  be  the  Archbishop  of  Atlanta 
and  the  bishops  of  the  archdiocese:  the 
Ordinaries  of  Belmont  Abbey  Nullius, 
Charleston,  Charlotte,  Raleigh,  and 
Savannah. 


Bishop  Waters  of  Raleigh,  Archbishop 
Donnellan  of  Atlanta,  Bishop  UnterkoeffJer 
of  Charleston. 


During  the  afternoon  the  Apostolic 
Delegate  will  visit  the  newly-opened  Chi 
Rho  house,  center  of  the  Abbey's  campus 
ministry.  From  3:00  until  4:30  p.m. 
Archbishop  Jadot  will 
meet  with  students, 
faculty  and  guests. 
An  evening  meeting 
with  the  archdiocesan 
ordinaries  will  take 
place  at  the  Abbey's 
house  on  Lake 
Norman. 

Appointed  to  his 
present  position  last 
summer,  the  Arch- 
bishop comes  to 
background  of  rich 
experience.  Born  in  Brussels  in  1909,  sole 
son  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  he  was 
ordained  in  1934.  Within  five  years  he  was 
made  national  chaplain  of  the  Young 
Catholic  Students  and  has  subsequently 
maintained  a  lively  interest  in  collegiate 
activities.  He  served  as  chaplain  of  the 
Royal  Military  College  in  Brussels,  and, 
following  service  as  chief  chaplain  of  the 
Conglese  forces  in  Africa,  returned  to 
Belgium  in  1960  to  become  National 
Director  of  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith. 
In  1968  Monsignor  Jadot  was  named 
Titular  Archbishop  of  Zuri,  Apostolic 
Pronuncio  to  Thailand,  and  Delegate  to 
Laos,  Malaysia,  and  Singapore.  Later,  in 
1971,  he  returned  to  Africa  as  Apostolic 
Pronuncio  to  Cameroun  and  Gabon  and 
Delegate  to  Equitoria  Guinea. 


BISHOP  BEGLEY 
OF  CHARLOTTE 

America     with     a 


His  global  exper- 
ience has  given  the 
new  Apostolic  Dele- 
gate a  deep  aware- 
ness of  the  brother- 
hood of  man.  Person- 
al drives  toward 
evangelization  and 
ecumenical  encount- 
er are  supported  by 
the  spirit  of  Paul  VI's 
first  encyclical  Eccle- 
siam  Suam.  From 
memory  Archbishop 
from  that  document: 
"Before  speaking,  it  is  necessary  to  listen, 
not  only  to  a  man's  voice,  but  to  his  heart 
.  .  .  In  the  very  act  of  trying  to  make 
ourselves  pastors,  fathers,  and  teachers  of 
men,  we  must  make  ourselves  their 
brother.  The  spirit  of  dialogue  is  friend- 
ship; even  more,  it  is  service." 


BISHOP  LESSARD 
OF  SAVANNAH 

Jadot    will    quote 
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Seminar  Set  For  June 

June  10-13  are  the  dates  set  for  the  5th 
Annual  Archbishop  Hallinan  seminar 
sponsored  by  Belmont  Abbey  College.  The 
title  for  this  year's  theology  seminar  is 
"Christian  Values:  Creed  and  Life." 

Dr.  Moneka  Hellweg  of  Georgetown 
University  will  examine  the  meaning  of  the 
Creed  for  men  and  women  of  today.  The 
Rev.  Bernard  Marthaler,  O.F.M.  of 
Catholic  University  will  discuss  the  impor- 
tance of  Church  History  for  Christian 
identity.  He  will  give  special  attention  to 


ARCHBISHOP  JADOT 


Principal  Selected 
For  Russian  Visit 

The  principal  of  Benedictine  High  School 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  has  been  chosen  by  the 
National  Association  of  Secondary  School 
Principals  to  be  a  member  of  a  team  of 
educators  who  will  travel  to  Russia, 
Finland,  England  and  other  European 
countries  next  autumn  to  observe  the 
systems  of  instruction  in  those  countries. 

Fr.  Adrian  Har- 
mening  is  one 
of  15  principals 
selected  from 

throughout  the 
United  States  for 
the  trip.  Fr. 
Adrian  has  head- 
ed the  Richmond 
School,  staffed  by 
monks  of  Bel- 
mont, since  1962.  FR.  ADRIAN 


the  saints  as  personifications  of  Christian 
values. 

The  seminar  will  have  two  outstanding 
scripture  scholars:  Rev.  Eugene  Maly  and 
Dr.  Josephine  M.  Ford.  Fr.  Maly,  w-ho 
teaches  at  St.  Mary's  of  the  West  Seminary 
in  Norwood,  Ohio,  will  examine  the 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Baptismal  Character  Of  Lent 
Emphasized  By  Second  Vatican  Council 


In  its  Constitution  on  the  Liturgy,  the 
Second  Vatican  Council  stated  that  the 
twofold  character  of  Lent — baptismal  and 
penitential — must  be  brought  again  into 
greater  prominence,  both  in  the  renewed 
liturgy  itself  and  in  liturgical  catechesis. 
We  have  always  been  aware,  in  some 
degree,  that  Lent  is  the  Church's  great 
season  of  penance,  but,  unless  we  attended 
daily  Mass,  we  may  not  have  known  that  it 
is  also  the  time  of  preparation  for  the 
baptism  of  adults  and  of  the  renewal  of  the 
grace  of  baptism  in  all  the  faithful. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  new 
lectionary,  however,  we  should  all  have  a 
keener  appreciation  of  the  baptismal 
character  of  this  season,  even  if  we  attend 
Mass  only  on  Sundays.  Now  we  listen  on 
the  Sundays  of  Lent  to  the  calls  to  penance 
given  by  the  Old  Testament  prophets  and 
to  the  Gospel  passages  which  were  used  in 
the  first  Christian  centuries  for  the 
instruction  of  the  candidates  for  baptism. 
And  so,  every  three  years  we  are  given  a 
synthesis  of  the  mystery  of  salvation  in  its 
entirety.  The  purpose  of  this  instruction  is 
not  merely  the  preparation  of  the 
catechumens:  these  readings  are  directed 
to  all  the  baptized  also,  because  in  Lent  the 
Church  is  especially  concerned  with  the 
mystery  of  Christian  initiation.  All  are 
expected  to  do  penance  for  past  sins  and, 
so  to  speak,  to  reactivate  the  gift  of  divine 
life  that  was  first  bestowed  upon  us  at  the 
font.  Easter  must  be  a  true  dying  to  our 
former  way  of  life  and  a  fresh  start  in  the 
following  of  Christ. 


The  Council  directs  the  clergy  "to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  faithful  not 
only  the  social  consequences  of  sin  but  also 
that  essence  of  the  virtue  of  penance  which 
leads  to  the  detestation  of  sin  as  an  offense 
against  God.  .  ."  It  also  states  that 
"penance  should  not  be  only  internal  and 
individual,  but  also  external  and  social. 
The  practice  of  penance  should  be  fostered 
in  ways  that  are  possible  in  our  own  times 
and  in  different  regions,  and  according  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  faithful.  .  ." 

Following  the  directive  of  the  Council, 
Pope  Paul  VI  drastically  revised  the 
Church's  penitential  discipline  in  order  to 
adapt  it  to  modern  conditions.  In  the 
Apostolic  Constitution  "Poenitemini"  of  17 
February  1966,  he  stated  that  "by  divine 
law  all  the  faithful  are  required  to  do 
penance"  and  that  "the  time  of  Lent 
preserves  its  penitential  character."  The 
days  of  fast  and  abstinence  were  greatly 
reduced  in  number,  but  the  Pope  called 
upon  all  to  substitute  for  them  other  forms 
of  penance  and  especially  works  of  charity 
and  exercises  of  piety.  He  mentioned  in 
particular  a  persevering  faithfulness  to  the 
duties  of  one's  state  in  life,  the  acceptance 
of  the  difficulties  arising  from  one's  work 
and  from  human  coexistence,  a  patient 
bearing  of  the  trials  of  earthly  life  and  of 
the  utter  insecurity  which  pervades  it,  and, 
for  those  favored  with  worldly  goods, 
generosity  toward  the  unfortunate.  The 
Pope  was  restating  the  ancient  tradition  of 
prayer,  fasting,  and  almsdeeds  as 
penitential    works,    but    now    prayer    and 
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works  of  fraternal  charity  are  far  more 
prominent  than  mortification. 

And  so,  while  the  revised  penitential 
discipline,  as  modified  for  the  United 
States,  prescribes  only  two  fast  days — Ash 
Wednesday  and  Good  Friday — and  only 
eight  abstinence  days — Ash  Wednesday 
and  the  seven  Fridays  of  Lent — the  Pope 
had  no  intention  of  deemphasizing  the 
divine  precept  of  penance.  In  conformity 
with  the  modern  outlook,  he  has  placed 
most  of  the  responsibility  squarely  on  our 
own  consciences.  We  are  to  decide  what  is 
most  needed  by  us  and  most  appropriate  to 
our  particular  circumstances  and  how 
generous  we  can  afford  to  be — generous 
not  only  toward  our  neighbor  but  toward 
God  himself.  More  than  anything  else,  it  is 
our  sincere  generosity  that  will  make  Lent 
a  spiritually  profitable  season  or  a  mere 
span  of  forty-six  days,  undistinguished 
from  any  other  days  of  the  year. 

The  Lenten  liturgy  is  especially  rich  in 
texts.  Not  only  the  daily  Mass  readings  but 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Dear  Friends: 

As  we  observe  the  Lenten  Season,  I  would  encourage  all  our  friends  and  benefactors 
to  make  penance  and  prayer  a  meaningful  part  of  their  lives.  A  Benedictine  monastery, 
if  it  is  to  be  true  to  its  spirit  and  tradition,  must  be  a  house  of  prayer  and  penance. 

The  monks  of  Belmont  Abbey  at  this  time  would  like  to  assure  you  that  during  this 
Lenten  Season,  you  will  be  especially  remembered  in  their  prayers  and  penitential 
practices  so  that  God  s  blessing  will  always  be  upon  you  and  your  families.  As  you 
know,  the  Benedictine  life  is  authentic  family  life,  and  the  readers  of  CRESCAT 
CHRONICLE  are  part  of  our  family.  We  are  happy  to  sliare  our  good  works  and 
spiritual  activities  with  you,  and  we  ask  in  return  that  you,  our  brothers  and  sisters, 
pray  especially  for  us  during  these  sacred  days  of  Lent,  so  that  together  we  can  even- 
tually gain  our  heavenly  reward.  May  God  bless  you  for  your  prayers  and  support. 

With  esteem  and  prayerful  good  wishes,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 

(The  Right  Rev.)  Edmund  F.  McCaffrey,  O.S.B. 
Abbot  Ordinary 
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College  Student 
Views  Monasticism 

A  pre-ministerial  junior  from  St. 
Andrew's  College  in  Laurinburg,  N.  C. 
recently  spent  a  month  at  Belmont  Abbey 
as  part  of  a  special  project  approved  by  the 
Departments  of  Religion  and  Philosophy  at 
his  college. 

Tom  Hay,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
followed  the  daily  round  of  monastic  life 
gathering  impressions  for  a  paper  to  be 
submitted  for  credit:  Benedictine  Monasti- 
cism in  1974 — A  Protestant's  View. 

In  addition  to  his  practical  experience  of 
monasticism,  Mr.  Hay  had  conferences 
with  several  members  of  the  community 
and  did  wide  reading  in  the  monastic 
collection  of  the  College  library. 

Mr.  Hay  is  presenting  a  psychology 
major  at  St.  Andrew's.  The  son  and 
grandson  of  Presbyterian  ministers  he 
looks  forward  to  his  own  ordination.  His 
father  is  currently  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Wilmington. 
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At  a  World  Day  of  Prayer  Service  held  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Belmont, 
Brother  Wayne  Snelling  was  organist  for  the  Prelude  to  the  service.  He  played,  in 
addition,  Cesar  Franck's  Cantabile.  An  organist  in  the  Abbey  Cathedral,  Brother 
Wayne  continues  his  musical  studies  with  Dr.  Richard  M.  Peek,  Organist  and  Choir 
Master  of  Covenant  Presbyterian  Church  in  Charlotte. 


O  God,  who  has  enriched  the  precious  death 
of  our  holy  Father  Benedict  with  so  many  and 
such  great  favors:  grant  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  that 
he,  whose  memory  we  now  honor,  may  protect 
us  in  the  hour  of  death  from  all  snares  of  our 
enemies.  Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


MONASTERY  NOTES.  .  . 

Fr.  Paul  Lynch  of  St.  Meinrad  Archabbey  will  give  the 
community's  annual  retreat,  May  13-17.  .  .In  addition  to  talks  by 
Abbot  Edmund,  conferences  during  Lent  are  being  given  at 
Vespers  on  Wednesdays  by  Fathers  Bertrand  (on  Prayer), 
Kieran  (Humility),  Kenneth  (Monastic  Work),  Francis 
(Obedience),  and  Raphael  (Community).  .  .  .Novices  spent  the 
week  of  February  18-25  in  Richmond  observing  the  apostolate  of 
the  Benedictine  Priory.  While  there  they  saw  Benedictine 
emerge  as  winner  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Basketball 
Tournament.  .  .Piano  students  of  Fr.  Kenneth  gave  a  recital  in 
the  music  studio  late  in  January.  .  .In  a  campus-wide 
one-act-play  contest,  Phi  Kappa  Theta  took  first  prize;  Sig  Ep 
was  number  two.  .  .Charlotte  radio  station  WBT  recently 
donated  to  Abbey's  station  WABY  valuable  technical  equipment 
which  will  enlarge  the  services  of  Abbey  radio.  .  .Abbot  Walter 
and  Fr.  Raymond  visited  in  Richmond  during  the  mid-semester 
holiday  and  while  there  were  able  to  see  the  students'  production 
of  Child's  Play,  directed  by  Fr.  Augustine.  .  .A  generous 
selection  of  paintings  by  the  late  Eugene  Thomason  went  on 
display  March  6  in  the  Library.  At  the  opening  of  the  exhibit 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Williams  Thomason,  widow  of  the  artist, 
presented  an  immense  oil  painting  of  the  "Crucifixion."  Abbot 
Edmund  was  present  to  receive  the  gift.  .  .In  response  to  public 
interest  in  demonic  possession  raised  by  the  movie  The  Exorcist, 
the  theology  department  of  the  College  sponsored  a  two-evening 
program  during  which  Fr.  James  spoke  on  Angels  and  Demons 
in  the  Scriptures;  Fr.  Jerome  surveyed  contemporary  theological 
views  on  demons  and  the  possibility  of  possession;  Fr.  Lawrence 
described  the  tradition  of  demons  in  mythology,  and  Dr.  Paul 
Baumgardner  talked  about  the  devil  in  world  literature.  .  .Abbot 
Edmund  and  Fr.  Kieran  attended  a  three-day  conference  for 
vocation  directors  at  St.  Meinrad's  Archabbey  in  Indiana.  .  .Fr. 
Stephen  spent  the  first  two  weeks  of  January  serving  as  chaplain 
of  Mercy  Hospital  during  the  absence  of  the  regular 
chaplain.  .  .At  a  recent  session  of  the  Virginia  State  Senate,  Fr. 
Ambrose  gave  the  invocation.  .  .The  President  of  the  College  has 
announced  the  advancement  of  Fr.  Arthur  to  the  rank  of 
associate  professor,  and  of  Fr.  Jerome  and  Fr.  Lawrence  to 
assistant  professorships.  .  .Abbot  Edmund  will  speak  in 
Memphis  on  March  15  and  on  March  17  will  host  an  appreciation 
dinner  for  our  Board  of  Advisors  in  Richmond. 
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OBLATE  NOTES.  .  . 

Oblates  Dean  Yarbray  and  Rose  Forrest  were  among  four 
persons  receiving  the  Sacrament  of  Confirmation  on  Sunday 
January  27  at  the  hands  of  Abbot  Edmund.  Dean  was  received 
into  the  Church  in  June  1971  and  Rose  in  May  1973. 

Peter  King  addressed  the  Oblates  at  the  January  meeting  on 
the  topic  of  liturgical  changes  in  the  Mass  since  Vatican  II. 
Discussion  focused  on  the  reasons  behind  the  changes  and  how 
we  can  best  dispose  ourselves  for  full  participation. 

Dot  King,  Florence  Gulli,  Fran  Driscoll  and  Mary  Beatty  are 
on  the  team  for  the  women's  Cursillo  scheduled  for  March  28  in 
Asheville.  Nancy  West  has  been  appointed  Rector  for  the  same 
Cursillo. 

Historical  Association  Names  Cresswell 

Mr.  William  Craig,  President  of  the  Gaston  County  Historical 
Association,  announced  that  Mr.  Donald  H.  Cresswell,  library 
director  and  assistant  professor  of  American  history  at  Belmont 
Abbey  College,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Gaston  County 
Bicentennial  Committee  by  the  Gaston  County  Board  of 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  Cresswell's  past  experience  includes  work  with  the 
Bicentennial  Office  of  the  Library  of  Congress  in  Washington, 
D.C.  where  he  was  commissioned  to  author  a  book  on  the  prints 
and  drawings  which  were  contemporary  with  the  American 
Revolution.  This  book  will  soon  be  issued  by  the  U.  S. 
Government  Printing  Office  in  Washington. 

The  Bicentennial  Committee  will  issue  plans  for  celebrating 
the  Gaston  County  Bicentennial,  which  will  be  supported  by  local 
and  federal  grants. 


BAPTISMAL  CHARACTER  .  .  . 

(Continued  from  page  2) 
also  the  numerous  prayers  teach  us  what 
our  observance  should  be  and  encourage 
us  in  fidelity  and  generosity.  The  new 
missal  contains  twelve  Lenten  prefaces. 
These  are  particularly  instructive.  They 
explain  the  spiritual  meaning  of  Lent  (I), 
the  spirit  of  penance  (II),  the  fruits  of 
self-denial  (III),  and  the  reward  of  fasting 
(IV).  The  Preface  for  the  First  Sunday 
shows  how  Jesus  at  the  beginning  of  his 
public  life  gave  us  the  example  of  a 
prolonged  fast.  That  for  the  Second 
Sunday,  speaking  of  his  transfiguration, 
makes  it  clear  that  suffering  is  the  road  to 
the  glory  of  resurrection.  The  Prefaces  for 
the  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Sundays  in 
Cycle  A  explain  the  effects  of  baptism  and 
of  the  Easter  renewal  of  baptismal 
promises  in  the  figures  of  the  Woman  of 
Samaria  (gift  of  faith  and  awakening  of 
love),  the  Man  Born  Blind  (from  darkness 
to  light,  from  slavery  to  rebirth),  and 
Lazarus  (resurrection).  The  Preface  for 
Palm  Sunday  and  those  for  the  last  two 
weeks  of  Lent  deal,  of  course,  with  the 
price  of  salvation — Christ's  passion  and 
death. 

A  prayerful  study  of  these  texts  will 
create  the  proper  dispositions  for  a 
profitable  observance  of  Lent.  Better  than 
any  homily,  they  will  impart  to  us  an 
authentic  understanding  of  this  most 
important  season  of  the  Church's  year  and 
inspire  us  to  follow  him  who,  "by  his  dying 
has  destroyed  our  sins.  By  his  rising  he  has 
raised  us  up  to  the  holiness  of  life." 


Jay  Briody  is  shown  above  receiving  from  Abbot  Edmund  a 
scroll  from  Pope  Paul  VI  conveying  the  papal  blessing  to 
members  of  N.  C.  Lambda  chapter  of  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
fraternity.  On  a  recent  visit  to  Rome  Abbot  Edmund  was  granted 
the  apostolic  blessing  for  the  Abbey  group. 


SEMINAR  .  .  .  (Cont.  from  page  1) 
meaning  of  creation  in  Genesis  and  St. 
Paul.  Dr.  Ford,  professor  at  Notre  Dame, 
will  consider  scriptural  views  on  life  and 
vocation  and  the  meaning  of  suffering. 

Finally,  Dr.  Andy  Thompson  of  the 
Department  of  Religious  Education  at 
Catholic  University  will  direct  his  attention 


to  the  actual  process  of  Education  for 
Christian  Values.  As  former  editor  of  the 
popular  Hi-Times,  Dr.  Thompson  is  well 
known  in  the  field  of  religious  education. 
While  the  seminar  is  directed  toward 
those  involved  in  pastoral  and  educational 
ministeries,  the  general  public  is  invited.  A 
fee  of  $70  covers  room,  board  and  tuition. 
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Philosophy  Chair 
Endowed  At  Abbey 

Father  John  P.  Bradley,  President  of 
Belmont  Abbey  College,  announced  at 
graduation  exercises  held  May  the  12th 
that  Dr.  Carsbie  C.  Adams,  of  McLean, 
Virginia,  had  established  a  funded 
Professorship  in  the  Department  of 
Philosophy  at  the  College. 

Dr.  Adams,  who  received  an  honorary 
doctorate  at  the  96th  Commencement 
exercises,  is  an  expert  on  life  support 
systems  and  has  co-authored  books  on 
space  science  with  Dr.  Wernher  von 
Braun,  also  an  honorary  alumnus  of 
Belmont  Abbey  College.  Dr.  Adams  is  a 
man  of  many  parts:  not  only  has  he 
achieved  prominence  in  medical  science, 
he  is  also  a  published  poet  and  a 
successful  businessman,  with  sole  owner- 
ship of  oil  and  gas  wells  in  West  Virginia. 
He  is  director  of  a  medical  center  in 
northern  Virginia. 

The  funded  professorship  will  be  known 
as  the  Dr.  C.  C.  Adams  Chair  of 
Philosophy  and  the  College  is  at  present 
screening  qualified  applicants  for  this 
professorship. 


CREEMERS:  MAN  OF  YEAR 

Harry  Peter  Creemers  of  Lynchburg, 
Virginia  was  named  Abbey  Man  of  the 
Year  at  Commencement  Exercises  in  May. 
An  English  major,  Creemers  was 
President  of  the  Student  Government 
during  his  senior  year. 


Former  Abbey  Librarian,  Pastor 
Dies  In  Richmond 


The  Rev.  Gabriel  John  Stupasky, 
O.S.B.,  died  Wednesday  evening,  June 
19,  after  a  brief  illness,  in  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Father  Gabriel  was  born  November  1, 
1911,  in  Chesterfield  County,  Virginia.  He 
was  received  as  a  monk  of  Belmont  Abbey 
in  1935  and  was  ordained  a  priest  in  the 
Order  of  St.  Benedict  on  May  15,  1941.  He 
attended  Benedictine  High  School  in 
Richmond,  Virginia,  and  Belmont  Abbey 
College,  and  also  received  his  degree  in 
Library  Science  from  Rosary  College  in 
Chicago.  Father  Gabriel  taught  at 
Benedictine  High  School  in  Savannah, 
Georgia,  and  was  formerly  the  librarian  at 
Belmont  Abbey  College  for  many  years. 

He  was  active  in  missionary  work  in 
North  and   South   Carolina   and   Georgia, 
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FR.  GABRIEL 

working  among  the  underprivileged  much 
of  the  time.  He  also  taught  in  Belmont 
Abbey  Prep  School  and  Belmont  Abbey 
College  and  was  former  pastor  of  Belmont 
Abbey  Cathedral,  first  pastor  of  Queen  of 
the  Apostles  Church  in  Belmont,  N.C., 
former  pastor  in  Kings  Mountain  at  Christ 
the  King  Church,  and  worked  with  the 
Irish  Travelers  in  Murphy  Village,  South 
Carolina,  for  several  years.  Father  Gabriel 
was  also  a  former  Subprior  of  Belmont 
Abbey  Monastery,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  active  working  with  the  aged 
in  the  home  for  the  elderly  at  the  Little 
Sisters  of  the  Poor  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 

He  is  survived  by  three  sisters,  Mrs. 
Joseph  McMahon,  Mrs.  Ann  Walter,  and 
Mrs.  William  Shulleeta,  and  one  brother, 
Anthony  Stupasky,  all  of  Richmond, 
Virginia. 

The  funeral  Mass  was  held  at  Belmont 
Abbey  Cathedral  at  10:30  a.m.  on 
Saturday,  June  the  22nd.  Interment  was  in 
Belmont  Abbey  Cemeterv. 


FR.  RAYMOND 


FR,  MATTHEW 


FR.  DENNIS 


FR.  JOSEPH 


Jubilarians  Honored  At  Mass,  Banquet 

Jubilee  celebrations  were  observed  at  the  Abbey  early  in  June  when  Father  Joseph 
Tobin  reached  his  50th  year  of  priestly  ordination  and  Fathers  Raymond  Geyer. 
Matthew  McSorley,  and  Dennis  Byrne  commemorated  their  25th.  A  con-celebrated 
Mass,  at  which  Abbot  Edmund  spoke,  was  followed  by  a  banquet  for  the  community, 
the  families  and  the  friends  of  the  jubilarians. 
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Abbot  Edmund  and  Father  Peter  attended  the  General  Chapter  of  the  American 
Casinese  Federation  from  June  9-15  at  the  Monastery  of  Tepeyac  in  Mexico.  .  .Fr.  Paul 
accompanied  Abbot  Edmund  to  Savannah  when  the  Centennial  of  Benedictines  in  that 
city  was  celebrated.  On  the  Isle  of  Hope,  where  the  first  Benedictine  monastery  in  the 
South  was  begun  and  where,  now,  a  chapel  still  stands,  Fr.  Paul  joined  in  a 
concelebrated  Mass.  For  years  Fr.  Paul  served  as  pastor  of  the  Isle  of  Hope  church.  . 
Abbot  Edmund  attended  the  installation  of  the  new  Archbishop  of  Baltimore  and  later 
took  part  in  a  seminar  on  the  priesthood  at  St.  John's  University  in  New  York  .  .  .  Six 
young  men  will  arrive  to  enter  the  novitiate  on  August  20  .  .  .  The  present  novice  class 
will  make  their  professions  of  vows  on  August  15  .  .  .  Brother  David  and  Brother 
Frederick  will  make  their  solemn  profession  of  vows  on  August  21  and  will  be  ordained 
to  the  deaconate  by  Bishop  Begley  of  Charlotte  on  August  22. 

Father  Hugh  is  still  confined  to  Mercy 
Hospital  .  .  .  Please  remember  all  the  sick 
in  your  prayers. 

Summer  study  has  called  a  number  of 
the  members  of  the  community  to 
universities  throughout  the  world:  Abbot 
Walter  to  Catholic  University  in  Washing- 
ton for  refresher  courses  in  modern 
philosophy,  Father  Jerome  to  the  same 
center  for  theological  research,  Father 
Lawrence  to  Mexico  for  further  Spanish 
study,  Father  John  to  Stratford  upon  Avon 
^    JB  W     \         ||        1/    X    O'N.l        to  participate  in  a  seminar  on  Theater  and 

Drama  in  the  Age  of  Shakespeare.  Abbot 
Edmund  will  be  teaching  International 
Relations  at  Gaston  College  during  the 
summer,  and  Brother  Timothy  continues 
his  work  in  Education  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  at  Charlotte.  Brother  David 
will  return  for  a  summer  break  from  his 
studies  at  the  Benedictine  College  of  Sant' 
Anselmo  in  Rome. 

On  Wednesday  evenings  during  the 
summer  the  Community  has  enjoyed 
refreshing  cook-outs  on  the  patio  of  the 
Student  Union. 


Commencement  Exercises 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  college 
seniors  received  the  Bachelor's  degree  at 
the  96th  Annual  Commencement 
Exercises  at  Belmont  Abbey  College, 
Belmont,  North  Carolina,  held  on  Sunday, 
May  12,  1974.  The  Honorable  Brooks 
Hays,  former  congressman  and  aide  to 
President  Kennedy  and  outstanding 
Baptist  layman  and  church  leader, 
delivered  the  Commencement  address. 
The  Most  Reverend  Joseph  L.  Bernadin, 
Archbishop  of  Cincinnati,  presented  the 
Baccalaureate  sermon. 


Please  pray  for  the  needs  of 
our  monastery,  our  benefactors, 
all  the  living  and  dead  who  make 
the  continuing  work  of  Belmont 
Abbey  possible. 


Dear  Friends: 

Summer  is  upon  us,  and  here  at  the  Abbey  it  is  business  as  usual.  There  is  much 
work  to  be  done  in  the  Lord's  Vineyard  and  we  are  thankful  to  God  that  He  is 
sending  us  laborers  to  carry  on  His  work.  Happily,  we  have  six  excellent  candidates 
coming  this  summer,  and  this  is  astounding  since  we  are  in  an  area  where  there  are 
few  Catholics.  However,  the  area  is  a  booming  one  and  we  can  see  God's  hand  in 
sending  us  dedicated  men  since  the  Abbey  will  continue  to  have  an  important  role 
to  play  in  the  history  of  the  Church  here  in  the  southeast. 

At  this  time  I  would  like  to  ask  all  to  join  our  monastic  family  and  thank  God 
for  this  increase  and  beg  of  Him  most  humbly  for  even  more  vocations.  Also,  may 
I  ask  you  to  help  us  by  spreading  this  good  news  to  those  who  can  help  us  financially 
in  this  vital  work.  We  are  anxious  to  liave  partners  share  in  the  cost  of  training 
these  young  men  for  God's  work.  The  cost  of  a  seminarian's  training  each  year 
is  considerable,  and  we  promise  to  all  those  who  will  help  that  they  will  share  in 
our  prayers  and  spiritual  benefits. 

May  God  bless  you  always! 


Sincerely  yours  in  Christ, 


(The  Right  Rev.)  Edmund  F.  McCaffrey,  O.S.B. 
Abbot-Ordinary 
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Ecumenical  Institute  Sponsored 
With  Wake-Forest  University 

Belmont  Abbey  College  and  Wake  Forest  University  will 
co-sponsor  an  ecumenical  institute  beginning  in  September. 

Its  director  will  be  Dr.  Claude  U.  Broach,  pastor  of  St.  John's 
Baptist  Church  in  Charlotte.  Broach  has  told  his  congregation 
that  he  is  leaving  effective  July  21. 

The  institute  is  an  expansion  of  one  which  was  established  by 
Wake  Forest  in  March,  1968.  University  and  Belmont  Abbey 
officials  said  they  feel  sponsorship  by  a  Baptist  and  a  Catholic 
institution  will  give  the  program  "greater  meaning  and 
strength." 

Father  John  P.  Bradley,  president  of  Belmont  Abbey,  and  Dr. 
James  Ralph  Scales,  president  of  Wake  Forest,  announced  the 
new  venture.  They  said  the  two  institutions  will  share  costs 
equally. 

When  the  institute  was  founded  six  years  ago,  Scales  said  it 
was  not  a  "propaganda  agency.  It  is  a  cooperative  venture  of 
scholars  to  find  answers  to  the  questions  that  trouble  the 
religious  world  of  our  generation." 

Broach  said  recently  that  "the  joint  sponsorship  of  the 
institute  makes  it  ecumenical  in  its  very  nature,  not  just  in  its 
objectives.  We  will  be  doing  the  very  thing  we  are  talking 
about.  Our  interest  in  ecumenism  does  not  mean  that  we  are 
trying  to  abolish  denominations  or  gloss  over  differences 
between  different  branches  of  church  and  religion.  We  are 
trying  to  dispell  some  of  the  damaging  myths  we  often  hold 
about  one  another." 

Since  1968,  the  institute  has  sponsored  —  or  jointly 
sponsored  —  eight  conferences  between  various  faiths  and 
denominational  groups.  They  have  included  Baptists  and 
Roman  Catholics,  Baptists  and  Jews  and  black  and  white 
Baptists. 

The  first  director  of  the  institute  was 
Brooks  Hays,  former  congressman  and 
special  assistant  to  Presidents  Kennedy 
and  Johnson  and  former  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Broach  was 
a  trustee  at  Wake  Forest  in  1968  and  was 
active  in  establishing  the  institute.  Dr. 
John  William  Angell,  professor  of 
religion,  is  directing  the  institute  now  in 
addition  to  his  teaching  duties.  Hays  and 
Angell  will  act  as  consultants  to  the 
institute. 

Broach  said  the  institute  will  sponsor  a 
major  inter-religious  conference  each 
year,  that  it  will  continue  to  offer  a 
January  seminar  abroad  under  Angell' s 
direction  and  that  there  will  be  smaller 
ecumenical,  pastoral  and  research 
seminars.  He  said  each  school  also  will 
improve  its  documentary  and  other  re- 
search materials  on  ecumenism  and  that 
the  institute  will  prepare  and  distribute 
articles  about  ecumenical  affairs. 

Broach  will  continue  to  live  in  Charlotte 
and  will  have  offices  on  both  the  Belmont 
and  Wake  Forest  campuses.  He  has  been 
pastor  of  the  Charlotte  church  since  1944. 
He  holds  the  B.A.  degree  from  the 
University  of  Georgia  and  the  Th.M.  and 
Th.D.  degrees  from  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  He  holds  honorary 
degrees  from  a  number  of  colleges 
including  Belmont  Abbey  and  is  on 
Belmont  Abbey's  board  of  advisers.  He 
also  has  served  several  terms  as  a  Wake 


CLAUDE  U.  BROACH 


Forest  trustee. 

Father  Bradley  and  Scales  said  they  feel 
Broach  is  exceptionally  well-qualified  to 
direct  the  expanded  activities  of  the 
institute.  They  noted  that  Broach  was  a 
"visiting  theologian"  at  the  final  sessions 
of  the  1965  Vatican  Ecumenical  Council. 

Father  Bradley  said:  "Belmont  Abbey 
College  welcomes  this  opportunity  to  be 
associated  with  such  a  fine  institution  as 
Wake  Forest  University  in  an  institute  that 
seeks  to  help  the  various  Christian 
denominations  and  other  religions  toward 
a  better  understanding  of  each  other." 

Scales  said  he  felt  "men  of  goodwill 
everywhere  will  wish  us  Godspeed  in  our 
attempt  to  promote  harmony  through 
scholarship  and  candor." 

The  abbot  of  the  monastery  at  Belmont 
Abbey,  Edmund  McCaffrey,  O.S.B.,  said: 
"Many  Benedictine  abbeys  throughout 
the  world  have  taken  up  ecumenism  as  a 
special  work.  Belmont  Abbey,  through  our 
college,  now  joins  these  other  Benedictine 
institutions  by  jointly  sponsoring  this 
institute." 


New  Program  Offers 
Distribution  Management 

A  four-year  degree  program  designed  to 
prepare  students  to  enter  the  relatively 
new  and  developing  field  of  distribution  as 
a  management  trainee  will  get  underway 
at  the  Abbey  in  the  Fall  of  '74. 

Distribution  Management  is  the 
professional  field  of  business  administra- 
tion which  -includes  the  study  of 
accounting,  mathematics,  transportation, 
business  management,  and  materials 
handling.  The  major  program  includes 
study  in  the  humanities,  the  social 
sciences  and  the  natural  sciences. 

The  new  offering  was  designed  after  a 
study  of  the  unlimited  opportunities 
offered  in  distribution  companies,  large 
wholesalers  and  retailers  and  manufac- 
turing plants  of  all  kinds. 

Dr.  Gilbert  J.  Farley  who  has  fathered 
the  offering  has  been  selected  as  one  of 
thirty  college  professors  and  administra- 
tors to  attend  the  1974  Institute  for 
Material  Handling  Teachers.  The  institute 
will  be  held  at  Northeastern  University  in 
Boston  late  in  June. 
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Editor's  note:  Recent  wide  ranging  proposals  concern- 
ing the  equal  rights  of  women  in  the  field  of  athletics 
have  struck  many  as  avant-garde  nonsense.  All  the 
discussion  may,  however,  turn  out  to  be  as  fruitless 
against  change  as  the  following  essay  from  the  May, 
1916  issue  of  The  Belmont  Review.  Written  by  an 
anonymous  Abbey  student  the  piece  demonstrates  the 
validity  of  the  ancient  dictum:  Other  times,  other 
customs  .... 


THE  DECLINE  OF  WOMAN  SUFFRAGE 

Some  weeks  ago  the  Anti-Suffrage 
League  published  its  annual  statement 
showing  that  the  woman  suffrage  move- 
ment was  fast  losing  ground  in  every  state 
of  the  Union.  Indeed,  we  are  not 
surprised.  The  suffrage  was  a  novelty  and 
all  novelties,  like  the  styles  of  women's 
hats,  are  doomed  to  fall  early  into 
disfavor.  It  is  marvelous  that  this  special 
novelty  continued  for  so  long  a  time 
against  barriers  insurmountable. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  this  decline. 
The  present  war  murdered  the  equal 
suffrage  movement  in  England.  When  the 
leading  women  lost  the  sensation  column 
in  the  daily  newspapers  they  lost  likewise 
their  ambition.  Give  a  virago  the  stage 
and  she  will  share  it  with  no  one.  Turn  out 
the  footlights  or  fill  the  stage  with  other 
characters  and,  behold,  your  prima  donna 
will  refuse  to  sing. 

The  severe  Winter  elements  proved 
another  powerful  enemy.  It  kept  the 
audience  away  and  unless  the  enthusiasts 
of  Woman's  Rights  can  harangue  a  large 
and  sympathetic  audience  they  lose  both 
heart  and  eloquence.  They  are  not  content 


with  individual  converts.  They  want 
wholesale  conversions  or  none,  and  these 
brought  about  in  leaps  and  bounds.  It  is 
their  great  mistake  for  water  must  pass 
through  many  degrees  before  it  boils  and 
woman  suffrage  must  convert  fifty  million 
voters  before  it  becomes  a  national  fact. 

The  high  cost  of  paper  and  printing  has 
dealt  another  killing  blow.  It's  a  dull  knife 
indeed  that  cuts  not  Johnny's  finger.  Two 
years  ago  the  country  was  completely 
buried  in  an  avalanche  of  suffrage 
literature,  telling  why  women  should  vote, 
why  men  were  selfish  brutes,  why  the 
female  could  better  exercise  her  political 
judgment,  why  the  ballot  was  a  right  and 
a  necessity,  and  a  thousand  other  whys. 
Today  it  costs  money  to  photograph  gas, 
to  reproduce  in  print  speeches  which 
men  refuse  to  hear. 

For  a  time  the  suffragettes  were  greatly 
encouraged.  President  Wilson  supported 
their  cause.  He  actually  journeyed  to 
Princeton  to  cast  his  vote  in  their  favor. 
What  was  gained?  At  least  one  assenting 
voice.  The  President  was  then  unmarried 
and  voted  like  a  gallant  widower. 

There  were  other  prominent  supporters. 
Some  were  scrupulous  enough  to  keep  the 
promise  made  to  wifey  on  election  day. 
Others  voted  affirmatively  simply  because 
they  thought  woman  suffrage  meant 
anti-prohibition.  And  the  rest  were  too 
intoxicated  with  love  or  wine  to  vote 
according  to  conviction. 

Such  are  the  views  of  an  anti.  But  why 
not  let  women  vote?  Ye  gallant  maids  and 
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matrons,  comely  spinsters  and  coy 
damsels,  delicate  brides  and  silvered 
dames,  deserve  the  ballot.  You  suffer 
trials  and  tribulations  enough  in  this  world 
of  heartaches  to  earn  the  right  of  equality. 
Were  it  not  for  the  fair  sex  where  would 
our  voters  be,  and  yet  your  sons  deprive 
you  of  so  small  a  privilege.  Love,  honor, 
devotion,  justice,  demand  that  men  hear 
you  out  and  respond  to  your  cry  for  help. 
We  say  let  the  women  vote.  Let  them 
learn  to  abuse  public  candidates,  and  they 
will  leave  their  husbands  in  peace.  They 
will  slander  public  officials  and  forget  to 
slander  each  other.  And  if  the  more 
refined  of  the  clan  refuse  to  vote,  refuse  to 
exercise  the  right  to  choose  their  laws  and 
lawmakers,  in  justice,  for  the  sake  of 
peace,  in  self-defense,  in  behalf  of 
harmony  and  concord,  let  us  give  the 
ballot  not  only  to  the  male,  but  to  the 
able-bodied  men  of  both  sexes  and  the 
suffrage  storm  will  pass  over. 


BELMONT  ABBEY,  BELMONT,  N.C.  28012 


Congregation  Secretary 
Speaks  At  Abbey 

Archbishop  Augustine  Meyer,  O.S.B., 
Secretary  for  the  Congregation  of 
Religious  addressed  the  monastic 
community  on  Monday,  June  24  and  on 
the  following  day  spoke  to  the  religious  of 
the  Charlotte  area  here  on  the  Abbey 
campus. 

Archbishop  Meyer  is  a  former  Rector  of 
the  International  Benedictine  College  of 
Sant'  Anselmo  in  Rome  and  was  abbot  of 
the  Abbey  of  Metten  when  he  was  named 
to  his  present  position  by  Pope  Paul  VI. 


THE  CRESCAT  CHRONICLE 
THE  CRESCAT  CHRONICLE 

THE  CRESCAT  CHRONICL 

THE  CRESCAT  CHR 

THE  CRESCAT 

THE  CRESCA 

THE  CRESQ 

THE  CRE 


Non  Profit  Org. 
U.  S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

Belmont,  N.  C. 

Permit  No.  1 


Return  Postage  Guaranteed 
Address  Correction  Requested 


